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Phone: 701-223-2236  Fax: 701-223-0485 
After Hours Emergency Line: 701-595-0223 

www.faithbismarck.com 

 
 

FAITH LUTHERAN 

CHURCH CLERGY 
 

Pastor Derek Harkins 
(Fridays off) 

Pastor Sylvia Bull 
(Fridays off) 

 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

SUNDAY: 8:30 & 11 am 
Livestream at 8:30 

WEDNESDAY 7:00 pm 
 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Thursday 

8:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Friday: 8:00 am - Noon 

 

Pastoral Care 

Emergency Number 

701-595-0223  

 
Answering machine is 
available evenings and 

weekends when the 
office is not staffed. 

Office is generally open 
during the lunch hour. 

Sunday, May 15th 

at 9:45 am 

Starting May 29th 

Wednesdays at 7pm 

Sundays at 9:30 am 

 



FLC Executive Team 
 

Jim Sheldon, Chair 

Avis Pedersen Vice-Chair 

Lyla Timm, Vice-Chair 

Mark Schneider, Secretary 

Matthew Nygard, Treasurer 

Pastoral Ministries 
 

Baptism 
 

Lily Ann Mann 
 

Funeral 
 

Margaret Pretzer 

The deadline to submit information to the 

News and Views newsletter is the 10th of each 

month prior to the next newsletter.  

The Church bulletin deadline each week is at 
noon on Tuesday for the coming Sunday  

bulletin. Articles, schedules, etc., can be  

sent by email to:  

donna.bisfaith@gmail.com.  
For additional information,  

call the church office at 701-223-2236. 

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
March General Fund: 
Revenues:  $48,350 
Expenditures:  $47,034 
 

To Date: 
Revenue: $125,472 
Expenditures: $147,574 
 

Honorarium: Capital Improvements  
in Honor of John & Jill Power  
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 Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
 

Yes indeed, we celebrated Easter a few Sundays ago and many of us are now 

out of the Easter season and have moved on.  And that is appropriate for 

things like eggs and bunnies and chocolate and jelly beans.  But we still find 

ourselves not only in the liturgical Easter Season in church, but we should find 

ourselves fully in the Easter reality of our lives as well.  While we celebrate 

Easter one Sunday a year, we, as followers of Christ, should celebrate every 

single day of our lives. The resurrection of Jesus Christ has changed our reality 

and changed our lives forever.  The Kingdom of God has broken through, and we are privileged to  

experience that on a daily basis.  The Easter reality of our lives should be at the forefront of our daily 

living not just one Sunday, or even for 6 weeks of the church year, but it should be at the forefront of 

our daily living each and every day.  
 

The first week in May we always celebrate Confirmation. We have tried to move our language away 

from “Confirmation” and to focus and educate more on the name of the ritual itself which is the 

“Affirmation of Baptism.” Confirmation has too often been viewed as “Graduation” from church when 

it is really just the beginning of our faith journey and life in the church. When we affirm our baptism, 

we are saying “YES” to the new Easter Reality that God has given us Jesus. We are saying we want to 

live in this Easter reality. We affirm the promises that our parents made for us at our baptism, and we 

make them for ourselves.  
 

Spring is a wonderful time for all of us to 

affirm our baptismal identity. It is a time 

to say “Yes” to the Easter reality that we 

have been gifted. Spring is a great time 

to begin to practice seeking out the  

resurrection moments in our lives.  

From grass changing from brown to 

green, to leaves blooming, and flowers 

poking up out of the ground, new life  

is  all around us.  Where is there new  

life in your lives, sisters and brothers?  

Where have you experienced  the  

resurrection? Where do you see the  

reality of Easter in your lives? 
 

In Christ, 

Pastor Derek 

Pastor Derek’s Parables 
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• Deb & Randy Diede in memory of  loved ones 

• Allison Germolus in memory of  Paul Germolus 

• Shelley Hill in memory of  loved ones 

• John & Jill Power in memory of  loved ones 

• Hilbert & Crystal Martin in memory of  loved ones 

• DaLana Mayer & Todd Erickson in memory of  loved ones 

• Marge Loritz & family in memory of  all loved ones  

• Aaron & Jody Isaak in honor of  Bennett  

• Gene & LeAnn Severson in memory of  Judy Kocis and our Parents 

• Mavis Schell in memory of  Al Schell 

• Colleen Preszler in memory of  Herman Preszler 

• Allen and Diane Dockter in memory of  loved ones 

• Arline Olson in memory of  loved ones 

• Florence Baesler in memory of  Gordon 

• LouAnn & Sheila Rahn in memory of  Leroy & Dean Rahn & loved ones 

• Ray Utter in honor of  Bernice Utter 

• Heather Schmidt in memory of  Jan Hough 

• Dennis & Eileen Fallgatter in memory of  Dean Fallgatter 

• Jack & Gail Skaley in memory of  Michelle Skaley 

• Orlin & Deb Bensen in memory of  loved ones 

• Marv & Diane Alveshere in memory of  Ray Adolf 

• Ron & Mary Schneider in memory of  loved ones 

• Shirley Schlabsz in memory of  Clarence & loved ones 

• Dwight & Connie Barden in memory of  loved ones 

• Jim & Susan Sheldon in memory of  loved ones 

• Nick & Adam Barden in memory of  grandparents 

• Robert & Judy Hertz in memory of  daughter Heather Marie Ryberg  
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Join us for our spring/summer book study as we read Rachel Held Evans' 

book Searching for Sunday.  “Rachel Held Evans burst onto the scene a 

few years ago as a young writer with great promise. In Searching for  

Sunday, she fulfills that promise,  writing with beauty, insight, maturity, 

humility, and plenty of humor. If you need a book to pastor you,  

befriend you, pick you up and dust you off, and maybe even give you a 

spiritual kiss on the cheek and a devotional kick in the pants, you’ve 

found it here.” -Brian D. McLaren, author and speaker 

 

One group, meeting in-person or online on Wednesdays at 10am, will 

begin on May 4th. The other, meeting over zoom on Monday nights at 

7pm, will begin June 6th. Sign up and pick up your book at the church 

office, or sign up on our website: faithbismarck.com. We hope you will 

join us for this amazing read, as we engage deep questions about faith, 

life, and what it means to be church. All are welcome! 

I appreciate Pastor Sylvia’s willingness to obtain the resources needed to purchase new 

books to add to our section on grief.  Her research has provided materials that will help 

those who are grieving.  The books have been accessioned and placed on a shelf with a  

specially titled divider. 

 

Books to help children understand and cope with loss and grief in a positive learning experience following  

the death of a family member, friend or pet are available in the children’s section and are partitioned with a 

titled divider as well.  My favorite, THE NEXT PLACE by Warren Hanson, is a beautiful book of light, hope, awe 

and wonder that can provide an uplifting sense of comfort and serenity for adults as well as children. 

 

This may sound like a strange request, but I am needing empty rectangular tissue boxes in the  

library.  They are the right size to use as spacers behind books to bring them forward on the wider 

shelves.  You can drop them off in the library and place them on the desk.  Thank you!  

Library Link  
by LeAnn Severson 

http://faithbismarck.com/
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Pastor Sylvia Travels to the  
Holy Land 
 

Friends in Faith, 

I am excited to share that this month, I will be headed 

on a pilgrimage trip to the Holy Land for continuing  

education. This trip has been in the works for a long 

time! I first registered way back in 2019 for this trip, 

which was originally scheduled for February 2021.  

Obviously, the pandemic meant the trip was delayed 

and rescheduled. Now it is finally here! I will be  

departing on May 7th, flying through Denver, Newark, 

and then finally on to Tel Aviv.  
 

Once there, I will meet up with young adults aged  

18-35 from all over the world for this Pilgrimage of 

Trust, prepared by the brothers of the Taizé Community 

in collaboration with Tantur Ecumenical Institute in 

Jerusalem and the Churches of the Holy Land.  
 

We will be hosted by local families, and our days will 

be spent in prayer, Bible study, and discussion as we 

visit religious sites and churches in Jerusalem,  

Nazareth, Galilee, and Bethlehem. We will also have 

the opportunity to spend time in worship and  

discussion with Christians in Israel and Palestine about their hopes for their communities and our  Christian 

call to be peacemakers.  
 

I am so excited to share moments from this trip with you through the gift of technology. Keep an eye on our 

social media for updates and reflections from me, along with photos and video from the Holy Land. And make 

sure to join us on May 15th at 9:45am here at the church for our Spring Congregational Meeting - my pastor’s 

report will be a video report from the Holy Land! 
 

Please keep me, all the participants, and our local hosts and leaders in your prayers for safe travel and a 

meaningful time of sharing together. 
 

Salam Alaikum. Shalom. Peace be with you. 

 
In Christ, 
Pastor Sylvia 
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Stewardship Stories 
The stewardship committee have been working on finding new ways to share all the amazing ways our  

congregation are living out our mission. Our goal is to share these stories as a way for all to know all the  

wonderful things we do within Faith Lutheran Church, but also to be able to link how our time, talents, and 

treasures support our church’s mission. We converted the budget’s line-item expenses into the ministry  

categories noted below. Each story will be associated with one of the ministry  

areas below to connect our budget to how we show God’s work.  

Worship - Anything/Everything related to our worship services  

Mission/Outreach – How we serve others / What we do for others  

Youth/Education/Faith Formation – Learning/Teaching about God  

Community – Building relationships within our community  

Support – All administrative or office items that keep our  
church going  
  

We will be sharing these stories each month and ask you to share any stories you have with our Stewardship 
team or any church staff.  
 

Thanks,  
Stewardship Committee 

Scouting For Foods 
 

I just wanted to share the results for the Mission Focus/
Scouting for Food for the month of March. 
 

Between help from the congregation and members of 
Pack 123, the Pack was able to deliver 338 items of food 
(or equivalent to 338 pounds) to the Heaven’s Helpers. 
  

Boy Scouts and adult leaders from Troop 123 went out 
into the community and were able to deliver 228 (or 
equivalent to 228 pounds) items of food to Peace Luther-
an Church in Lincoln as their pantry was pretty bare.  
  

Working together, the generous donations from the congregation and the community helped us to reach 
out to those who need a little extra help. 
  
Many thanks to all who helped! 
  
Respectfully, 
Tina Anderson 
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Church School News 

 

Church School Offerings  
Thanks for your offerings of $311.18 so far this  

giving quarter.  This quarter we are collecting for 

VBS.  We look to update our programming items  

and material. 

 

It has been a very long year.  We have had some 

challenges, but it has been fun getting ourselves 

back into a normal routine.  Church school last day 

for Wednesday is on May 18 and for Sunday the last 

day will be May 22. 

 

If you have not been a part of church school this 

year we encourage you to join us next year.  If you 

haven't noticed it yet, I absolutely love the Bible.   

I love the precious stories that God has given us.   

These stories are only the beginning of faith  

formation.  If you enjoy church school, I encourage 

you to join us for worship as well.  Worship is a great 

way to reaffirm what our kids are learning in the  

stories.  And if you haven't noticed we have  

scheduled church school conveniently around  

worship times so you can come and worship  

with the family as well as enjoy the church school 

activities.  

 
 

Pizza on Wednesday 
We are now able to eat in the church again I will be 

taking orders up to Wednesday at 1:00PM.  Please 

text or call the church to place your order.  

 

Confirmation News 
 

Acolyting  
A valuable part of the confirmation program is  

acolyting.  I am having scheduling difficulties for  

Sunday as more of my youth have moved to 

Wednesday.  If you are currently on Wednesday  

but wouldn't mind attending with your acolyte on  

a Sunday please let me know.  Thanks.  
 

Youth News 
 

Volunteer Opportunity   
FLC is looking for volunteer youth or adults to  

volunteer to be trained to work with the new  

camera system. If you have a passion for technology 

come be a part of our television ministry.  
 

Activity 
If any youth have any ideas of what they would like 

to do for a gathering activity please let Kenny 

know.  We are trying to brainstorm activities to get 

our youth involved again.  
 

Youth Committee 
I am looking for volunteers for the youth committee. 

We typically meet a few times a year. If interested 

please contact Kenny. 

Kenny Opsal, Director of Education & Youth 
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Faith Lutheran Church  

1402 E Avenue C   

Bismarck, ND  58501-4398 

www.faithbismarck.com 

(701)223-2236 
   

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

May - 2022 
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