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What Do You Fear?:
When We’re Running Out of Hope, God is at Work

Hope Like a Dancer
by Lauren Wright Pittman

11”x14” Gouache, paint pens, colored
pencils, and ink on paper, 

inspired by Matthew 11:1-11

Something in the Water
by T. Denise Anderson
20”x20” Acrylic on canvas,

inspired by Isaiah 43:19-21



ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP
GATHERING HYMN: ELW 239 “Hark, the Glad Sound!“ *
LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH 
SONG: ELW 254 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” v. 1
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

BLESSING
SENDING HYMN: ELW 264 “Prepare the Royal Highway” *
DISMISSAL

READING & GOSPEL READING: see next page
CHILDREN’S SERMON & SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Looking Out a Prison Window” by Anna Strickland
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
SHARING OF THE PEACE
PRAYERS
OFFERING MOMENT

Sending: God blesses us and sends us into the world to love and serve our neighbors.

Word: God speaks to us through scripture reading, preaching and song.

*ELW = Red Hymnal; ACS = Purple Hymnal

Meal: God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD'S PRAYER
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
COMMUNION HYMNS: 
        ELW 487 “What Feast of Love” *
        ELW 262 “Wait for the Lord” *
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION



READING(S)
Reading: Isaiah 43:19-21
Gospel Reading: Matthew 11:1-11
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 11  Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord!th

    Now when Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there
to teach and proclaim his message in their cities.
    When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his
disciples and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for
another?” Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind
receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin disease are cleansed, the deaf
hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed
is anyone who takes no offense at me.”
     As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you
go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What, then, did you
go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in
royal palaces. What, then, did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more
than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written,
 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
        who will prepare your way before you.’
“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the
Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.

The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ!

ARTIST STATEMENTS

During this Advent season, we will have art works centered around the texts we are
reading from the theme “What Do Your Fear?” from Sanctified Art. Below is a reflection
on the artworks found on the front of the bulletin from the artists that created the
piece.

Hope Like a Dancer by Lauren Wright Pittman
11”x14” Gouache, paint pens, colored pencils, and ink on paper, inspired by Matthew 11:1-
11

    John the Baptist was thrown in prison after publicly questioning the legality of
Herod’s marriage (Matthew 14:3-5). He was not afraid to go toe-to-toe with the
powerful, and perhaps he expected Jesus’ ministry to look more confrontational and
politically strategic. In questioning Jesus, I wonder if John sought a particular answer to



1 The lantern has very simplified shapes representing each of the miracles (received sight: eyes opening;
    walking: footprints; cleansed: bowls; hearing: volume symbols; raised: butterflies; good news: jar and
    anointing oil drops representing the Messiah.
2 John’s clothing includes open bird cages and birds taking flight, which represent how “release of the captives”
    is missing in the message he receives from Jesus.
3 Bonnie L. Pattison points this out in her commentary on Matthew 11:2-19 in Feasting on the Gospels:
    Matthew, Volume 1, edited by Cynthia A. Jarvis and E. Elizabeth Johnson (Louisville: Westminster John Knox
    Press, 2013), 286.
4 The number 7 represents wholeness or completion. This podcast episode provides more information about
    the symbolic use of the number 7 in the Bible: bibleproject.com/podcast/significance-7/
5 Deutero-Isaiah refers to Isaiah 40-55, which scholars attribute to an anonymous prophet during the
   Babylonian Exile. It is characterized by themes of hope for the deliverance of the exiled Jewish people.

Artist Statements Continued

hang his hope on, that maybe the Messiah would be how he’d imagined him. Maybe
Jesus would bust him out of jail and take things straight to Herod, but Jesus offers
something else.
    In this image, John sits in prison, letting the disciples’ testimony settle in. People with
hearing, visual, and physical impairments experience new senses and mobility. Those
with skin diseases are cleansed. Those with little material comfort are offered
irrepressible hope, and the lungs of the dead are filled with the breath of life. I decided
to image this good news through the dancing light of a lantern¹ in John’s prison cell. I
chose dancing figures because dancing feels like a primal response to the radical
healing taking place outside the prison walls. As these six dancers illuminate the cell, I
imagine John, even if for a moment, breaking into a bit of laughter at the magnitude of
Jesus’ ministry. Jesus was quite literally doing the unimaginable. He was removing
barriers so that the marginalized were no longer reduced to begging and sitting on
mats, shoved to the edges of society. He was not only healing physical ailments;
perhaps more importantly, he was restoring people to community.
    Out of all the miraculous actions mentioned, the news did not include “release of
the captives” (Luke 4:18-19).² With this message, John would know that he was not
going to be freed,³ and so, the number of dancers would remain one short of seven.⁴
As we know all too well, God’s work isn’t completed in Jesus’ time. We are still woefully
short of realizing the fullness of God’s desire for all of creation, and the work is ours to
see through. Until then, let us keep our eyes peeled for the glimmers of hope dancing
all around us and work toward a day when all can join in that dance of wholeness.

Something in the Water by T. Denise Anderson
20”x20” Acrylic on canvas, inspired by Isaiah 43:19-21

    Deutero-Isaiah⁵ addresses a community that had been in exile for a while and had 



Artist Statements Continued

Thank you for your offering of $8,430.73 for the week
of November 30th!

Altar Flowers for the week are provided by Clara
Rogers, in memory of Vance Rogers. Thank you!

CHURCH
Announcements

We are still collecting donations of meat, cheese, fruits and vegetables with a longer
shelf life, as well as monetary donations, to help support Ministry on the Margins and
the Lincoln Community Cupboard. Please let staff know about any perishable
food donations so we can make sure they make it into the fridge or freezer! 

probably resigned themselves to their fate. But the prophet has the temerity to
proclaim that God still has something in store and asks if they can “perceive” what it is.
That word “perceive” would not let go of me. The Hebrew word can be translated as
“know” or even “discern.” Christian churches don’t talk about this often, but one way
ancient Israelite communities discerned God’s direction was through divination.
    The water imagery in this text is strong and shows up in contrasts (“rivers in the
desert” and “waters in the wilderness”). The Holy One is making something out of
nothing, providing life-sustaining water to a thirsty nation as God’s “new thing”
“springs” forth. It’s also interesting to me that water itself is a tool of divination. To the
extent the prophet is inviting the community to “discern” what God is doing, I was
reminded of the practice of scrying or “seeing”—looking into a reflective surface like
water to get clarity on what Spirit might be saying.
    Another translation of “perceive” is “feel.” Here I depict someone placing their hand
in the water of God’s provision and direction. Is it God’s hand manipulating the water
to send it forth, or is it the hand of someone trying to know/feel/discern the water? A
sudden onset of water (like a flood or deluge) can be terrifying, but in this case water is
coming to the rescue. What might be scary right now, but is actually coming to save
us? How do the waters help us see God and ourselves? By claiming rest, what can we
discern in the stillness when we divest from the cycle of fear and turn to the water?

Make sure to join us next Sunday, December 14  at 9:45am for our
Congregational Meeting. Come hear about and vote on the 2026 budget, new
Executive Committee members and Compass Group chairs, and hear about our plans
for the future. Hope to see you there!

th



Worship Assistants:
8:30 - Team F: Bert Mayer, Sharon Mayer, Jenell Lofesnes, Karen Ely, Steve Ely, Matthew Ely,
Robin Schumacher, Al Schumacher
11:00 - Team 2: John Wittenberg, Nikki Wittenberg, Shelby VonWahlde, Joe VonWahlde, Hope
Schreiner, Shannon Schreiner, Billie Ann Caya, Sara Caya Giltner

Church Announcements Continued
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Are you stressed out about our divisive political climate, yet unsure of how to
respond? Join for conversation and support as we build connections and community
on Monday, December 22  at 5:15pm at Lucky's 13 (915 South 3rd St.,
Bismarck). Questions? Reach out to Pastor Sylvia.

nd

Join us on Friday, December 19  from 5:45 to 7:15 PM at Faith Lutheran Church for
a playful, hands-on workshop in improv comedy and drama. We’ll cover the basics
of good improv and create space for laughter, creativity, and connection with others
from the church and local community. No experience needed — just a willingness to
say “yes, and!” Teenagers are welcome with adult supervision. Questions? Contact
Joseph Michalka at  joseph.michalka@gmail.com. Newcomers are always welcome!

th

Message: Pastor Derek Harkins
Liturgy: Pastor Sylvia Bull
Music: Dmytro Somkin

Please join us on Thursday, December 11  for a Scripture Circle led by U.S.
Jones, II! This powerful method of studying scripture focuses on details and
connections across Scripture. The event, hosted at Faith Lutheran, will start with
a light dinner at 5pm, and then study from 5:45pm-8pm. A free-will offering will
be taken if you feel moved to help supplement the speaker fee. Look out for other
Scripture Circle opportunities coming soon!

th

We are currently seeing if there is any interest in a ski trip the weekend of
Presidents’ Day (February 16). If you are interested, please let Kenny know! More
details available in mid to late December.

mailto:joseph.michalka@gmail.com


The Faith Lutheran Crafters have ornaments for sale in honor or memory of
loved ones again this year! These can be purchased for $5 between services on
Sunday December 7 , or by calling the office. The ornaments will hang on the

church tree during the Christmas season, and will be available for pick-up as a
keepsake starting in January. Proceeds will go to a mission or need in the church, to be

decided at a later date.

th

CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS
At Faith Lutheran

This year we will be having a Community Longest Night Service on Sunday,
December 21  at 4pm, hosted here at Faith Lutheran. This worship service is for all
those who are grieving or struggling during the holiday season. In song, prayer,

and contemplation, we offer our grief to God, trusting that we are held. Free will
offering will go to Soul 57, a local non-profit that provides free support to children,

youth, and their families, who are going through a time of grief. 

st

Make sure to join us on Wednesday, December 24  at 3pm, 5pm, and 11pm for
our Christmas Eve services, and Thursday, December 25  at 10am for our
Christmas Day service! Make sure to sign up as a Worship Assistant near the

Coffee Hour Table.

th

th

Join us on Wednesdays in Advent for a Soup Lunch at 11:15am, and 12pm
Midweek Worship Service, along with our usual 7pm Worship Service. 

Join us on Saturday, December 13  at 9am for our Annual Cookie Walk! Sign
ups to work the event and bake cookies are available now near the Coffee Hour

area. Ingredients are also available upon request if you need assistance. 

th

Help us decorate our Hat and Mittens Tree! The hats, mittens, and scarves used to
decorate our tree will be donated to local non-profits. Look for the tree out in the

Gathering Place!

Looking for a way to give this holiday season? In the Gathering Place, we have a
“Giving Tree” bulletin board with “wish lists” from local families available from

Global Neighbors and the Abused Adult Resource Center. On the board are
instructions on how to get donations to each organization. Help us to provide a fun

Christmas season to many local families in town!



CALENDAR

Monday, December 8
5:45    Young Adult Event
7:00    AA

Tuesday, December 9
9:00    Quilting
2:00    Crafts
6:00    Elementary Committee
7:00    Scouts

Wednesday, December 10
10:00  Bible Study
11:15  Advent Soup Lunch
12:00  Worship
5:30    Handbells
6:00    Christmas Program Practice
            & Confirmation
6:00    6  & 7  Grade P/Sth th

7:00    Worship

Thursday, December 11
5:00    Scripture Circle (Faith
            Lutheran)
7:00    Ruth Circle

Friday, December 12
8:00    NA

Saturday, December 13
9:00    Cookie Walk

Sunday, December 14
8:30    Worship
9:45    Christmas Program Practice
9:45    Congregational Meeting
11:00  Worship
4:00    Cub Scouts


