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1402 East Avenue C, Bismarck, ND 58501
Phone: 701-223-2236 Fax: 701-223-0485
After Hours Emergency Line: 701-595-0223
www.faithbismarck.com

“We are building a welcoming, nurturing
faith community that is guided
by Jesus and shares the Gospel.”

FAITH LUTHERAN
CHURCH CLERGY
Pastor Derek Harkins
(Fridays off)
Pastor Sylvia Bull
(Fridays off)
WORSHIP SCHEDULE

SUNDAY: 8:30 & 11 am
Livestream at 8:30
WEDNESDAY 7:00 pm
OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday
8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Friday: 8:00 am - Noon
Pastoral Care
Emergency Number
701-595-0223

Answering machine is
available evenings and
weekends when the
office is not staffed.
Office is generally open
during the lunch hour.

FLC Executive Team
Jennifer Prince, Chair
Amy Groce, Vice-Chair
Jim Sheldon, Vice-Chair
Steve Sundvor, Secretary
Matthew Nygard, Treasurer

Pastoral Ministries
Baptisms
Rayne Noellan Jolliffe

Funerals
Robert Guthmiller
Violet Pfenning

Saying “thank you” seems like
such a small task, but it’s such
an important part of showing
appreciation and gratitude. A
simple thank you creates a
positive emotional state for
both parties and recognizes the
support or contributions someone is making. It’s such a simple
task, but can be easily overlooked.
As we close out 2021, we want to say thank you for your
continued gifts to the church!
This year has again provided its share of adversity, but
our congregation continues to band together to support
our church.
The gifts received continue to allow us to live out our
mission of the church by “building a welcoming, nurturing
faith community that is guided by Jesus and shares the
Gospel.” The goal of our Stewardship Committee is to find
new ways of sharing stories of how these gifts have made
the church’s mission possible.
Thank you again for your generosity to Faith Lutheran
Church through your time, talents, and treasures.
Stewardship Committee

The deadline to submit information to the
News and Views newsletter is the 10th of each
month prior to the next newsletter.
The Church bulletin deadline each week is at
noon on Tuesday for the coming Sunday
bulletin. Articles, schedules, etc., can be
sent by email to:
donna.bisfaith@gmail.com.
For additional information,
call the church office at 701-223-2236.

Pastor Sylvia’s Parables
Each winter as the year grows older, we each grow older, too.
The chill sets in a little colder; the verities we knew seem shaken and untrue.
When race and class cry out for treason, when sirens call for war,
They overshout the voice of reason and scream till we ignore all we held dear before.
Yet I believe beyond believing that life can spring from death,
That growth can flower from our grieving,
that we can catch our breath and turn transfixed by faith.
So even as the sun is turning to journey to the north,
The living flame, in secret burning, can kindle on the earth and bring God’s love to birth.
O Child of ecstasy and sorrows, O Prince of peace and pain,
Brighten today’s world by tomorrow’s, renew our lives again; Lord Jesus, come and reign!
- Text by William Gay, 1969.
On this blustery November day, as the shadows lengthen in the early afternoon, bringing the early
nightfall of this season, I am reminded of the hymn “Each Winter As the Year Grows Older.” This hymn
highlights the poignancy of the Advent season, when we (at least here in the North) prepare to celebrate
Jesus coming into the world at Christmas just at the time that days are shortest, nights are longest, and the
cold begins to set in.
Many of us prepare for Christmas this year with the grief of knowing a loved one will not be with us,
perhaps for the first time. Other prepare in the midst of other struggles: perhaps those of loneliness or
mental illness or financial difficulties. All of us prepare in the midst of a society where it seems that truth is
harder to come by and the voice of reason is overshouted louder and more often than ever. We prepare for
the Christ-child at a time when it can seem harder and harder to hold on to the values of love, compassion,
forgiveness, and grace that we profess as Christians.
And yet, the core of our faith is this: life can and does spring from death; growth can and does flower
from grief through the amazing love and provision of our God. I believe this, as the writer says, beyond
believing. It is something I cannot understand with my mind yet know in the center of my being, even in
the midst of doubt. It is the living flame of the Holy Spirit alive and at work in you and me, in spite of our
doubts and failings and every message that tells us the opposite.
We wait this Advent for the holy child, God-with-us, who knows our greatest joys and deepest sorrows,
and who is at work to renew our lives each day through the promise of our baptism. May the promise of
Christ’s coming bring you strength and comfort this Advent season, and may it brighten your days and
renew your lives by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

In Christ,
Pastor Sylvia
In this season of short days and long nights, I invite you to join us for a Longest Night Service here at
Faith Lutheran on Wednesday, December 22 at 7:00pm. Longest Night worship services provide a time
and place of solace during the often frenetic days surrounding the celebration of Christmas. We come
together seeking healing and room to share grief, sadness, loneliness, or confusion when these emotions
often feel out of place during the holidays. If you’re struggling in this season, consider joining us for this
very meaningful service. I also invite you to contact me in person or by phone or email, so that I can be
holding you in prayer during this time.
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A MESSAGE FROM Bishop Craig Schweitzer
Sisters and brothers in Christ across the
Western North Dakota Synod, in this Advent
season, grace and peace to you from our
Savior Jesus.
O God, you show forth your almighty power
chiefly by reaching out to us in mercy. Grant us
the fullness of your grace, strengthen our trust in
your promises, and bring all the world to share in
the treasures that come through your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
The prayer we just shared together is the
Prayer of the Day for the first Sunday of Advent
this year. It speaks to where my heart and mind
as we enter this holy season in 2021. I’ve been
reflecting on the thousands of ways I’ve
witnessed the sharing of our treasures during
my first year serving as your Bishop.

December 2021

Thank you for the many ways you have shared
your treasures to bring blessing upon your local
congregation! Thank you for the many ways you
have shared your treasures through Mission
Support and direct financial gifts to the synod
that bless the work of our synod and the global
church!
Thank you for the many ways you will share
your treasures as God’s grace enfolds you and
Christ’s presence in your life strengthens
you in all that you say and do in the days and
years to come!
Blessed Advent.
And, very soon…Merry Christmas!
Bishop Craig

ANNOUNCEMENTS

wndsynod.org

It is an incredible joy and honor to serve as
your Bishop in this synod. It is a remarkable time
in the life of people of faith. A time unlike any
other in human history. And, in spite of all that
stands before us, we continue to be invited to
share our treasures in order for the gospel of
Jesus to be abundantly shared.

Don’t miss the December Lunch & Learn Zoominar on Coaching led by Deacon Beth Anderson on
Thursday, Dec. 9th at noon. Register on the synod
website

When I was serving in a local congregation, I
would offer thanksgiving every time our tithes
and offerings were gathered during worship. As
part of that thanksgiving, I would say, “It is the
gifts of our hands, feet, voices, and financial
resources that enable God’s work to happen
through us.” In other words, it’s the sharing of
treasures that we have first received from God
that allow God’s work to happen through us.

Bishop Craig will be offering a sermon for the
Second Sunday of Christmas, January 2, 2022, that
can be used during worship in your congregation.
A video and manuscript will be available by
December 17, 2021.

4

Synod Offices closed December 24, 2021 –
January 2, 2022.

Invitation to Support Larson Family
through Gracie's Light Show
Gracie and her family are members here at Faith and invite
you to join them for some Christmas cheer and to support
Gracie and her medical needs as you are able:
Just like Gracie’s light shines brightly everywhere she
goes—Gracie’s Lights Light Show will go live the day after
Thanksgiving. Gracie will once again light up east rural
Bismarck with her 2nd annual Christmas and Holiday Light
Show! Wind, snow, storms, blizzards or rain sweet Gracie’s
Lights will shine.
Any donations received will go to purchasing a handicap
accessible van and for adding a handicap home entrance for
Gracie. This is something medical insurance does not pay for,
and other entities will only pay for the lift mechanism for the
vehicle. Home modifications are also not paid for by insurance.
For those entities that do, the cap of assistance ranges from
$5,000-9,000 which will not cover the modification costs.
Unfortunately, a lift alone for a vehicle will no longer
support sweet Gracie. She now needs a van that allows her to remain in her wheelchair and have
access into the vehicle along with the ability to maintain medical equipment by her side.
Gracie continues to have numerous appointments and hospitalizations in the cities. The
progression of her illness, spinal cord paralysis and chronic respiratory failure is rapidly taking its
toll on her—resulting in the past four months of being hospitalized with pneumonia, oxygen
needs, and is now requiring another upcoming complicated spine surgery in Minneapolis. Gracie
will once again be faced with an enormous life battle.
Until then—please join in watching as we light up our home and yard for our sweet Gracie
with Gracie’s Lights annual Christmas and Holiday Light Show. It is an undertaking we will stop at
nothing to achieve, including more lights and new songs.
In the next few weeks more information will be provided on how you can donate to sweet
Gracie’s special little van. Sweet Gracie also has a benefit account set up at Gate City Bank.
Donations can be made to “Gracie’s Light Benefit” account at any Gate City Bank location.
Lastly, remember donating does not necessarily have to be monetary—spreading the love
and sharing Gracie’s light and her display with Family, friends, businesses and simply driving by
this Christmas is a support as well.
We hope to see you. (12120 Country Meadows Drive, Menoken, ND)
In Christ,
The Larson Family
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FINANCIAL UPDATE
October General Fund:
Revenues: $46,471
Expenditures: $44,341
To Date:
Revenue: $430,054 + $70,600 PPP Funds
Expenditures: $464,746

CHURCH MEMORIALS

Details can be found in the
Memorial book
in the Gathering Place.

For Endowment Fund, in memory of:
Diane Laub, Marlene Bender
For Capital Improvements, in memory of:
Lila Bush
For General Fund, in memory of:
Marlene Bender

The Faith Lutheran Crafters have created a Christmas tree ornament that
can be purchased to memorialize a loved one or to honor a family member or
someone special to you. The ornaments will hang on the church tree during
the Christmas season. When the ornaments are removed from the tree in
January, they will be returned to the purchaser as a keepsake.
These ornaments will be available for purchase at $5 each on December 5th
between worship services. You can also call the church office to reserve them.
The proceeds from the sale of the ornaments will be given to a mission or
need within the church and/or community yet to be determined.
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Support our ministry partner:
Heart River Bridges of Hope
It's a busy time of year for our reentry ministry,
and we need help restocking our Fresh Start Kit
supply!
We are accepting donations of any of the items
below, but we especially need:
•

New towels & wash cloths

•

Shampoo, conditioner, & body wash
(both men's and women's)

•

Hairbrushes

•

Winter hats and gloves

•

Water bottles

•

$20 gift cards to Target or Walmart

•

Black or gray backpacks

You can order directly from our online Target registry (link below) to have items shipped directly
to us or contact Deacon Alex to arrange a donation drop-off. Thank you!!
Deacon Alex's contact info: deacon.alexandra@heartriverlutheran.org or 701-595-3962
Online registry: https://www.target.com/gift.../gift/bridgesofhopefreshstart
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Confirmation News
Acolyting
A valuable part of the confirmation
program is acolyting. I am having scheduling
difficulties for Sunday as more of my youth have
moved to Wednesday. If you are currently on
Wednesday but wouldn't mind attending with
your acolyte on a Sunday please let me
know. Thanks.

Mentor Program
Kenny Opsal, Director of Education & Youth

Church School News
Church School Offerings
For the first quarter offerings are going towards
the Dream Center. This is the new building that
is currently under construction that will serve
the community. One of those programs is The
Banquet which our church has been a part of
for years in which we prepare dinners for the
hungry. Currently we have raised $467.34.

Christmas Program
Practice begins on 12/1 and
12/5. Please make sure to read
the text blast in detail when it
arrives in your mail. It will give
you the full details of what to
expect. Also, we will NOT be
going to Missouri Slope this
year due to Covid 19 related
precautions.

The mentoring program will be established very
soon. So be ready for your 8th/9th Grade youth
to discuss and talk with their mentor.
Worship notes are also due by December 31.
If your child is in 7th, 8th, or 9th grade Pastor
Sylvia has requested that they have at least 6
worship notes done by 12/31.

Youth News
Volunteer Opportunity
FLC is looking for volunteer youth or adults
to volunteer to be trained to work with the
new camera system. If you have a passion for
technology come be a part of our television
ministry.

Activity
If any youth has any ideas of what they what like
to do for a gathering activity please let Kenny
know. We are trying to brainstorm activities to
get our youth involved again.

Ski Trip:
Pizza on Wednesday
We are now able to eat in the church again
I will be taking orders up to Wednesday at
1:00PM. Please text or call the church to place
your order.
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GOOD NEWS! The ski trip is on! We will be
leaving at 8:00 AM on 2/19 and returning
at 5:00 PM on 2/22. Please sign up by 12/15.
Thank you.

Library Link
by LeAnn Severson

All Advent and Christmas materials in the library have been pulled from the
shelves and are on display for easy access and check-out.
These books and DVDs can provide a bit of quiet time during the hectic
schedules and events of the season. If you are looking for inspiring fiction, plan
to read books from Donna Van Liere’s CHRISTMAS HOPE series.
If non-fiction is your preference, you can read about Elizabeth, Mary and Anna and their vital
roles in the Messiah’s birth in Liz Curtis Higgs book, THE WOMEN OF CHRISTMAS.
There are so many enjoyable Christmas themed books in the children’s section that you can
share with your children and
grandchildren.
A STAR SO BRIGHT by M. Christina Butler is written in rhyme and includes wonderful
illustrations and a lighted surprise at the end of the story.
Plan a visit to your church library soon.

There will be no Beer &
Hymns in the month of
December. The next
Beer & Hymns is January
17th at the Bismarck Amvets. Hope
to see you there.
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