Sunday, November 30, 2025
The First Sunday of Advent

What Do You Fear?:
In the Time of Herod,
We Long for God to Break In

Zechariah and the Angel Depths
by Hannah Garrity by Carmelle Beaugelin Caldwell
32’x20” Paper lace & graphite 16"x20” Acrylic, oil pastel, metal leaf on
drawing, backed with cyanotype canvas, inspired by Lamentations 3:55-
print, inspired by Luke 1:5-13 57
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

GATHERING HYMN: ELW 250 “Blessed Be the God of Israel” *
LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH

SONG: ELW 254 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” v. 1
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

Word: God speaks to us through scripture reading, preaching and song.

READING & GOSPEL READING: see next page

CHILDREN'’S SERMON & SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY: “In the Time of Herod” by Anna Strickland
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

SHARING OF THE PEACE

PRAYERS

OFFERING MOMENT

Meal: God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD'S PRAYER
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
COMMUNION HYMNS:
ELW 487 “What Feast of Love” *
ELW 262 “Wait for the Lord” *
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Sending: God blesses us and sends us into the world to love and serve our neighbors.

BLESSING
SENDING HYMN: ELW 244 “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” *
DISMISSAL

*ELW = Red Hymnal; ACS = Purple Hymnal



READING(S)
Reading: Lamentations 3:55-57
| called on your name, O Lord, from the depths of the pit; you heard my plea, “Do
not close your ear to my cry for help, but give me reliefl” You came near when |
called on you; you said, “Do not fear!”
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

Gospel Reading: Luke 7:5-13
The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 1°" Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord!

In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who
belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was descended from the
daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous
before God, living blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations
of the Lord. But they had no children because Elizabeth was barren, and both were
getting on in years.

Once when he was serving as priest before God during his section’s turn of duty,
he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the
sanctuary of the Lord to offer incense. Now at the time of the incense offering, the
whole assembly of the people was praying outside. Then there appeared to him an
angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. When Zechariah
saw him, he was terrified, and fear overwhelmed him. But the angel said to him,
“Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth
will bear you a son, and you will name him John.

The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ!

ARTIST STATEMENTS

During this Advent season, we will have art works centered around the texts we
are reading from the theme “What Do Your Fear?” from Sanctified Art. Below is a
reflection on the artworks found on the front of the bulletin from the artists that
created the piece.

Zechariah and the Angel by Hannah Garrity
32"x20” Paper lace & graphite drawing, backed with cyanotype print, inspired by Luke
1:5-13

Within the political landscape of Herod's time, hope was not on the horizon—



Artist Statements Continued

that's the point. And Elizabeth had been barren for many years. This miracle visited
her—in her body, in her womb—Dbecause it was so unexpected.

In this piece, I imagine the angel in a female form arriving close to Zechariah in
the darkened Temple, surprising him by her presence. His reaction is a fearful one
in this image. He leans away, squints his eyes, and covers his head. He protects
himself from her, from her presence, from her power, from her words, from her
gaze. He hides. The incense swirls around them. In contrast to his fear, her
message is one of hope: long-yearned-for-joy and family security. Here the angel's
message is represented by the doves and the stars. Her message flows into his
space with the same power that invoked his fear. | imagine Zechariah lets his guard
down then, and listens to her in shock. | imagine he takes in her words, lets his arm
down, meets her gaze, and holds onto joy, despite his ongoing apprehension.

In this image, | placed my paper lace over a cyanotype print, which is created
using photosensitive paper, objects, and sunlight. The cyanotype didn't work the
first time; | had to paint the light-sensitive solution again and then expose the print
for longer in brighter daylight. | really needed plexiglass to hold my branches and
leaves tightly to the paper, but | didn't have it. Nonetheless, the final print reflected
the flow of energy in this text.

The movement in the cyanotype is horizontal—perfect for the lateral
conversation between the angel and Zechariah. Pine needles created shapes that
appear to reiterate the angel's words as they are leaving her mouth toward
Zechariah's ear. These words, this unexpected and miraculous hope, are the focal
point in the text and the art. In the cyanotype, there are deep blues with
silhouettes of leaves and stems, but nothing so powerful as these words, these
pine needles creating a high-contrast focal point. God is breaking in.

Depths by Carmelle Beaugelin Caldwell
16"x20" Acrylic, oil pastel, metal leaf on canvas, inspired by Lamentations 3:55-57

| am reminded of my love-hate relationship with theme park rides as soon as the
ride quiets into a slow, steady climb—creeping toward an edge that seems to
vanish. It's at this point that full panic sets in and it hits me: a drop is coming.

It's not the speed or height of roller coasters that scares me. It's the weight—
being pulled down by something far heavier than myself, strapped to metal with



Artist Statements Continued

gravity dragging me into the depths while my stomach scrambles to catch up, my
heart left behind in midair.

Many of us, like the writer of Lamentations, know this kind of free fall—in our
personal lives, in our ministries, and in a political climate that seems to collapse
our sense of security into a bottomless pit. Yet, when the fall ends, when the
deepest depths have been reached, who hears us when we call? As we echo
prayers from the depths of each of our lives, we can rest in the assurance that we
are heard by a God who meets us at rock bottom.

I Thank you for your offering of $8,245.20 for the week
of November 23rd!

||"I| CHURCH Altar Flowers for the week are provided by Jack Smith.

Announcements Thank you!

Interested in singing with our choir? Join us from 10am-10:45am on Sundays in
the East Room for choir rehearsal! All experience levels welcome!

Join us on today, November 30*" at 4:30pm for a Ukrainian Benefit Concert,
featuring Inna Husieva, Dmytro Somkin, and Kseniia Somkina. Listen to opera and
Christmas music, with free-will offering helping those impacted by the war in
Ukraine.

Please join us on Thursday, December 11" for a Scripture Circle led by U.S.
Jones, 11! This powerful method of studying scripture focuses on details and
connections across Scripture. The event, hosted at Faith Lutheran, will start
with a light dinner at 5pm, and then study from 5:45pm-8pm. A free-will
offering will be taken if you feel moved to help supplement the speaker fee. Look
out for other Scripture Circle opportunities coming soon!

We are currently seeing if there is any interest in a ski trip the weekend of
Presidents’ Day (February 16). If you are interested, please let Kenny know!
More details available in mid to late December.



Church Announcements Continued

Make sure to join us on Sunday, December 14™ at 9:45am for our
Congregational Meeting. Come hear about and vote on the 2026 budget, new
Executive Committee members and Compass Group chairs, and hear about our
plans for the future. Hope to see you there!

Are you stressed out about our divisive political climate, yet unsure of how to
respond? Join for conversation and support as we build connections and
community on Monday, December 22™ at 5:15pm at Lucky's 13 (915 South
3rd St., Bismarck). Questions? Reach out to Pastor Sylvia.

Looking to boost your communication skills and stretch your improvisational
muscles? Join us on Friday, December 19" from 5:45 to 7:15 PM at Faith
Lutheran Church for a playful, hands-on workshop in improv comedy and
drama. We'll cover the basics of good improv and create space for laughter,
creativity, and connection with others from the church and local community.

No experience needed — just a willingness to say “yes, and!” Teenagers are
welcome with adult supervision. No RSVP required, but feel free to reach out with
questions at joseph.michalka@gmail.com. Newcomers are always welcome!

Message: Pastor Derek Harkins
Liturgy: Pastor Sylvia Bull
Music: Janine Johannes

Worship Assistants:

8:30 - Team H: John Power, Jill Power, Larry Hill, Shelley Hill, Dwight Barden, Connie
Barden, Doug Johnson, Betty Johnson

11:00 - Team 6: Matthew Nygard, Dina Nygard, Micah Nygard, Troy Olson, Roberta Modin,
Alisha Sabot, Willow Hain, Casey Nyhus, Evelyn Rauser, Lillian Rauser

Front Bulletin Images and Artist Statements (“Zechariah and the Angel” by Hannah Garrity and "Depths” by Carmelle Beaugelin
Caldwell), Slide and Advertising Graphics (Graphic design by Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman, Photography by Rev. Lisle Gwynn
Garrity), portions of the liturgy (by Sarah Speed) and Hymn of the Day (“In the Time of Herod"” by Anna Strickland) from A
Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org. Bulletin texts from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025. Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26214. New Revised Standard Version
Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Service and Hymns printed in this bulletin—unless in the public domain—are
covered by CCLI License 2214977 and One License.net #A-704330.(All rights reserved) Permissions for live-streaming also
covered by One License and CCLI.
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CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS
At Faith Lutheran
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The Faith Lutheran Crafters have ornaments for sale in honor or memory of
loved ones again this year! These can be purchased for $5 between services on
Sundays, November 30" and December 7, or by calling the office. The
ornaments will hang on the church tree during the Christmas season, and will be
available for pick-up as a keepsake starting in January. Proceeds will go to a mission or
need in the church, to be decided at a later date.

Join us on Wednesdays in Advent, starting December 3™, for a Soup Lunch at
11:15am, and 12pm Midweek Worship Service, along with our usual 7pm Worship
Service.

Please join us for the Men'’s Christmas Supper on Thursday, December 4™ at
6pm. Meal consists of traditional ham, potatoes, green beans and bars, with carol
singing and a freewill offering going toward various food pantries. If anyone requires
transportation, please contact the church with your name and address and
arrangements will be made. Sign ups available now to bring bars!

Join us on Saturday, December 13" at 9am for our Annual Cookie Walk! Sign
ups to work the event and bake cookies are available now near the Coffee Hour
area. Ingredients are also available upon request if you need assistance.

This year we will be having a Community Longest Night Service on Sunday,
December 21 at 4pm, hosted here at Faith Lutheran. This worship service is for all
those who are grieving or struggling during the holiday season. In song, prayer,
and contemplation, we offer our grief to God, trusting that we are held. Free will
offering will go to Soul 57, a local non-profit that provides free support to children,
youth, and their families, who are going through a time of grief.

Make sure to join us on Wednesday, December 24™ at 3pm, 5pm, and 11pm for
our Christmas Eve services, and Thursday, December 25" at 10am for our
Christmas Day service! Make sure to sign up as a Worship Assistant near the

Coffee Hour Table.



r — — — — — -— — — — L —-— —-— —-— L] — —_— - - —-— —-— — —-— 1

I CALENDAR I
: Monday, December 1 Thursday, December 4 :
' 7.00 AA 9:00 Esther Circle !
I 6:00 Men of Faith Christmas [
I Tuesday, December 2 Supper |
I 9:00 Quilting Friday, December 5 !
i 2:00 Crafts 8:00 NA |
I 7:00 Scouts |
Saturday, December 6
I Wednesday, December 3 I
I 10:00 Bible Study I
g 1115 Advent Soup Lunch Sunday, December 7 I
12:00 Worship 8:30 Worship
! 5:30 Handbells 9:45 Christmas Program Practice |
I 5:30 BLAST Meal 11:00 Worship I
] 6:00 Christmas Program Practice ~ 4:30 Cub Scouts I
] & Confirmation i
6:00 6™ & 7" Grade P/S
' 7.00 Worship !
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COMMUNITY CUPBOARD

“ We are currently collecting donations to help support local non-
profits during this period of increased food insecurity. Please
bring donations of meat, cheese, fruit and vegetables with longer
shelf lives (examples include apples, bananas, potatoes), boxed
meals, and laundry detergent. Please let staff know about any
perishable food donations so we can make sure they make it into
the fridge or freezer! We will also be accepting monetary
donations, so please indicate your donations with “food” in the
memo line of checks. Donations will be split between Ministry on
the Margins and the Lincoln Community Cupboard at Peace

| | o Lutheran. Thank you for your generosity!
"For | was hungry and you gave me something to eat." - Matthew 25:35



