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MISSION STATEMENT
"We are building a welcoming, nurturing
faith community that is guided by Jesus

and shares the Gospel."

FAITH LUTHERAN 
CHURCH CLERGY

Pastor Derek Harkins
(Fridays off)

 

Pastor Sylvia Bull
(Fridays off)

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
SUNDAY: 8:30 & 11am

LIVESTREAM AT 8:30am
WED: 12:05 & 7:00pm

 
OFFICE HOURS

Monday - Thursday
8:00 AM - 12 PM
1:00 PM - 5 PM

Friday: 8:00 AM - Noon
 

Pastoral Care 
Emergency Number

701-595-0223

Answering machine is available
evenings and weekends when

the office is not staffed. 
 

Office is not open during the
lunch hour.



The deadline to submit information to the
News and Views newsletter is the 10th of
each month prior to the next newsletter.
The church bulletin deadline is at noon on
Tuesday for the coming Sunday bulletin. 
Articles, schedules, etc., can be sent to:
communications.bisfaith@gmail.com
For additional information, call the church
office at 701-223-2236

FLC Executive Team

Jim Sheldon, Chair
Avis Pedersen, Vice-Chair
(Outgoing)
Amy Steiner, Vice-Chair
(Incoming)
Lyla Timm, Vice-Chair
Mark Schneider, Secretary
Matthew Nygard, Treasurer

Pastoral Ministries
Funerals: Joyce Lacher,
Rosalie Fried

FINANCIAL UPDATE
January General Fund:
Revenues: $51,252.17
Expenditures: $59,826.96

Church Memorials
For ENDOWMENT FUND, in memory of Joyce Lacher.

Details can be found in the Memorial Book in the
Gathering Place.



Friends in 

Library Link
by LeAnn Severson

    For the last couple of years I have happily delivered books from our church library to
women who are members at other churches. Apparently they have enjoyed the books I
have chosen for them because they return them promptly and ask for more.  They have
spread the news that Faith Lutheran has such good books to read so the list of requests
has grown. Stop in our church library to find books that you, too, can enjoy reading.
    You’ll find many Lenten and Easter inspirational reading and viewing materials on
display in the library as you and your family continue on your journey toward Easter.

The Faith Crafters have created handmade
Easter cards, table favors and Easter basket
stuffers! They will be for sale between
services on March 26.

    In retirement, one of my volunteer jobs is the identifying, cataloging, and scanning of
highway photos from the first half of the 20th Century for both the State Archives and
the NDDOT. I have recently completed a set of photos about the circa 1930 preliminary
survey for the access road to the proposed Little Missouri River bridge north of Killdeer. 
    One of those photos was of four men on the side of a cliff who were establishing a
point for where the road was supposed to go. They were connected to a rope which
was anchored out of sight about 60 feet above them. Although these men could not see
the anchor, they had faith that it would hold and provide them safety as they did their
work.
    Throughout our lives we have had many anchors that have protected us. Some we
saw and some were unseen. It is the unseen anchors that builds ones faith in God and
the goodness of man.

Bennett R. Kubischta
13 February 2023, 9:45 am



Jim Sheldon, Chair (First Term)
Susan and I have four kiddos ranging from 22 to 17 years old. We
enjoy the outdoors; camping with friends and family in the summer
and try to do some skiing in the winter. It's a compliment to have
been nominated and elected as the chair of our executive committee.
It's been a pleasure serving with those who are leaving the committee
and I look forward to the next chapter. I'll continue to pray for
guidance and work with this great group of people to be stewards of
your offerings while working to strengthen and improve our church
on behalf of the FLC Congregation.

Amy Steiner,  Vice Chair (First Term)

Lyla Timm,  Vice Chair (First Term)
I am a Christian 1st, then a Mother, Wife, Retired Nurse.
I will strive to be open to our congregation's needs and hopefully be a
listening ear for change if needed. To continue to help and encourage
new growth in the church. To work in unity with all of the people on
the committee for the betterment of our church, and the people who
come, to help fulfill their spiritual needs.

Mark Schneider, Secretary (First Term)
My family and I have lived in Bismarck since 2005 and I work for the
state of North Dakota as a meteorologist. Come talk to me before or
after church service and I can explain to you why only being right 50%
of the time is still quite an accomplishment! Faith Lutheran's pastors
and dedicated members of the church have inspired me to help out
in a leadership position. There is a real need in all the organizations
and activities I'm involved with including church, work, and my
children's schools for leadership volunteers right now.

Meet your Executive Committe for the coming year!

My husband Andy and I have three children: Hadley, Collins, and
Lincoln. I teach first grade at Centennial Elementary, and enjoy
helping our kids grow in Faith here at Faith Lutheran! In my spare
time I like to read, run my kids around to all their activities, and spend
time with family and friends. 

2023-20242023-20242023-2024   
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEEXECUTIVE COMMITTEEEXECUTIVE COMMITTEE



Shawna Capan, Chair of Stewardship Task Group

Larry Hill,  Chair of Property Task Group
I have worked for HA Thompson & Sons since 2014, and been in
the HVAC industry since 1979. With my mechanical background
and working with all the other trades in the building industry,
belonging to the Property Committee was a natural fit. I have also
served as a chairperson for Parish Ministry, Stewardship and as
Executive Chair, which has been very helpful to me in my current
role as chairperson for the Property Committee.

Matthew Nygard, Treasurer (Second Term)
It takes a lot of work to build a welcoming and nurturing faith
community. I am pleased to have been asked to serve as your
treasurer, to be part of the decision processes, and to witness the
faithfulness and wisdom of our church's leaders. We are all called to
be ministers and find our part in the mission our Lord calls us to. My
favorite moments have been addressing people's concerns and
helping to update our constitution. I also enjoy the connection with
my work at the synod office, and being at  church with my wife Dina
and my two boys.

Meet your Task Group Chairs, who are also members of the
Compass Group!

About me: Husband Mike, 2 children Isabella and Nathaniel. 
I am currently a stay at home mom but also have a background
working in mental health. I am a lifelong member at FLC and have
been serving on the Stewardship committee since 2018. I enjoy
sharing stories of stewardship through art and working to find
ways to help our congregation grow and thrive as stewards of FLC.
Hobbies I enjoy in my free time include art, traveling, scuba diving,
and spending time with family and friends. 

Executive Committee Continued
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Rachel Dykema, Co-Chair of Confirmation Task Group
Hi, Faith Lutheran Family! I am Rachel Dykema. My family includes my
husband, Kevin, and my children Connor, 20, Hailey, 16, and Brianna,
14. We have been members of Faith Lutheran since 2005. I work at
Simle Middle School as a Library Media Assistant. I have served on
the Evangelism Committee since 2006. I joined the Confirmation
Committee as co-chair in 2018. I love being a part of the church and I
have grown so much in my faith while serving on these committees. I
have also been able to meet many people I may not have gotten to
know otherwise. Thank you for trusting me with this important job
and I look forward to the next year as co-chair of the Confirmation
committee.

Anita Hoffman, Chair of Human Resources Task Group
Greg and I have 2 children. Alexis teaches 4th grade in Colorado
Springs, CO and Kaden is a attending UND. Greg and I are working on
finding new hobbies with the kids out of the house. We enjoy
spending time on Lake Sakakawea in the summer and plotting warm
getaways in the winter. Serving on the HR Committee allows me to
use the skills gained in my professional career to guide and support
the Pastors and staff at Faith

Jonna Wutzke,  Co-Chair of Confirmation Task Group
I am married to Scott and we have 3 children. Landon is married to
Bailey and they just had their baby-our first granddaughter! Madison
is a senior at NDSU in the pharmacy program and Aislinn is a
sophomore attending BSC. We have been active in the church and
love our Faith family. Currently, I am a co-chair on the Confirmation
committee. I attend the compass meetings, plan, organize, and help
with confirmation banquet, pictures, etc. and the special confirmation
day. Being on the committee and involved in the youth group
activities, serving coffee and volunteering in other areas has helped
me meet and get to know more wonderful Faith members and the
feeling of family it is here at FLC. I want to keep our youth feeling
welcomed and excited to be involved in our/their faith community as
well.

Task Group Chairs Continued



LeAnn Severson, Chair of Library Task Group 
I’ve been a member at Faith for over 50 years, the last 20 overseeing
the church library. The use of Cookie Walk funds to renovate and
update the library, making the room warm and inviting, has been a
highlight. In addition to encouraging our members to visit our library, I
have been delivering books to several women from other churches
who pass the word along that FLC has such good books to read.

Shanna Brady, Chair of Elementary Education Task Group
I’ve been a member of Faith Lutheran Church my entire life. My
husband Brandon and I have 3 teenagers: Caleb, Cambree and
Caitlyn. I’ve been a childcare provider for 17 years and counting. I am
the Education Supervisor for Wednesday church school.  I love being
involved in the children’s ministry at Faith.

Tracy Schneider, Chair of Missions Task Group
I grew up in North Dakota, and most of my favorite moments have
been spent outdoors surrounded by nature or amidst loved ones. I
have worked in customer service my whole life. I love to spend time
with animals and people who's voices seemed to not be easily heard.

Judy Kubischta,  Chair of Worship and Music Task Group
Having been a member of this congregation since 1975, I have
benefited greatly from the friendships and fellowship opportunities
that have come my way through the work of music, education, and
other committees. Having had somewhat of a hiatus, I felt that now is
the time to once again become involved. The worship and music
committee is responsible for enhancing the worship experience and
that is where I feel called to help. I look forward to using whatever
gifts I have in order to lift up the need for worship volunteers and to
shine the light on those who serve.

Task Group Chairs Continued



Pastor Derek's Parables

Grace and peace to you Sisters and Brothers!
    I often get this feeling that human beings, well, the universe really, are all connected.
At times everything seems so much bigger and grander than we can ever imagine.Yet
at the same time everything is actually much smaller and more intricate than we think,
— one of those great paradoxes! No matter how small the universe seems or how big
and infinite it seems, we are all connected with each other and everything else.
    I get this feeling of connection most when I’m either driving or when I’m at an airport
or shopping mall surrounded by a lot of people I don’t know. When I’m in the car for a
while I begin to wonder as I pass vehicles or they pass me and I see the individuals in
that car; I wonder about who they are and I wonder about their life. I wonder where
they are heading to. What’s going on in their life? Are they happy? Fulfilled? Are they
going through a rough time? Are they on vacation too or are they working? I wonder
about what they are thinking about. Are they thinking about me as they pass me? Are
they thinking about their loved ones? Are they thinking deep thoughts?
    Recently I had this moment as I was driving and pulled up to an intersection at which
I needed to stop because the light was red. I stopped by a car in the lane next to me. I
glanced over at them and to my sheer I joy I saw a young man quite literally “rocking
out” alone in his car. I couldn’t tell what song it was, but he was singing loudly and
shaking his head in rhythm while his hands drummed on the steering wheel. He
happened to glance over and saw that I was watching his performance. His face
immediately was stricken with embarrassment. I smiled and then gave him my best
“Rock on” face and hand wave. He laughed in relief and waved back then continued to

We would also like to thank outgoing Executive Committee Member Avis Pedersen
(Vice Chair) and outgoing Task Group Chairs Aaron Isaak (Stewardship Task Group) and
Connie Barden (Evangelism Task Group) for their service! Your hard work is greatly
appreciated!

THANK YOUTHANK YOUTHANK YOU



    We never know who we will run into throughout our daily lives. We never know
whose life we might cross or impact. However, I guarantee you that you do! We are
connected to each other. Through our creator we are bound together. We are united.
How might it change our lives and our behaviors if we acted like it?

In Christ,

Pastor Derek

    Sweet Gracie was born in Bismarck. She has endured more than any child should have
to. Gracie is fighting for her life again.  For the Love of Gracie, please consider helping her
and her family as they go through this enormous battle.

    This is Gracie’s 3rd time on life support, (intubated and
on ventilator) in the past 4 months. It is the 2nd time in the
past 2 months that Gracie has had to be life flighted from
North Dakota to the Pediatric Intensive Care in
Minneapolis Children’s Hospital. This is now Gracie’s 6th
hospitalization since just this August.

Gracie Larson's Story

    Gracie was born with a severe heart and lung conditions.
She also is paralyzed from her waist down due to a severe
spinal cord compression and condition. Because of this,
Gracie developed acute Scoliosis which has now collapsed
her right lung. As a result of this, sweet Gracie is unable to
inflate her lungs properly. Consequently, Gracie must be
hospitalized in the PICU for ventilator support.

    I believe that God connects each and every one of us together into this huge body
through Christ and the Holy Spirit. As my life intersects with these strangers and these
questions about their lives run through my mind, I begin to feel for them, to care for
them. I pray for their happiness and that they have joy in their life. I begin to feel like
we truly are sisters and brothers and without knowing them I want nothing but the
best for them.

 rock out as the light turned green and we drove away. A brief intersection of our lives
where for just a few seconds we entered into one another’s lives and then exited them
just as quickly. For as brief as that interaction was, we never spoke or even exchanged
names, he brought a joy into my day that wasn’t there before. Our connection stayed
with me and continues to make me smile and bring me joy.

Pastor Derek's Parables Continued



    If you can provide any financial support, it is greatly
appreciated. Please keep this family in your thoughts and
prayers. See the back of the newsletter for information
on a benefit for Gracie Larson, here at Faith Lutheran,
on March 5.

    Dad has exhausted all of his vacation time. He has taken
periodic FMLA to help Mom, but it is unpaid. Mom is unable to
continue to work, so that she can remain with Gracie in
Minneapolis. Dad is working as many hours as possible and
this limits his ability to be with Gracie. Dad also has to care for
Gracie’s little sister, as well as provide emotional support to
her and Gracie’s big sister.

   This family is living apart and struggling with a battle none of
us could ever imagine!
    For the Love of Gracie, Let’s help this family.
    Let’s make sure Gracie, Dennis, Aleja-Laura, Ainsley and
Alyssa get the assistance they so need to help them financially
survive during this catastrophic time. Let’s pull together as a
congregation, community, friends and family to help this
wonderful family!

    Not only has this taken an emotional toll on this family, but
also an enormous financial burden on this divided family!

    An attempt was made in October to surgically correct
Gracie’s Scoliosis. However, the surgery had to be abruptly
stopped because sweet Gracie coded during positioning
for the surgery. For this reason, Gracie is unable to have
the Scoliosis corrected until her lungs and cervical junction
can be improved.

   It was the hope that Gracie’s little body and lungs would
be able to recover again, however, sadly they will not. In
order for Gracie to return home now—a tracheotomy
has to be placed with a home ventilator that will be used
to provide breathing and lung support. It will be many
months before Gracie can return home.

Gracie Larson Continued



All students who are members of
Faith Lutheran Church and are
planning to attend an ELCA college
are eligible to apply for a tuition
scholarship for the 2023-2024 school
year! Application forms are available
at the Concierge Table and on the
FLC website.

The deadline to apply is May 1.

WELCA Gathering
Please join us Saturday, April 22 at

1:00 for a WELCA Gathering. All
women in the church are invited to

join in a time of food and fellowship,
with speaker Kim Wood from

Heaven's Helpers Closet (701), a local
non-profit that focuses on providing
free clothing for people in need in a
respectful way. We will also have a

meeting to discuss organization
business, and to decide how we

would like to proceed in the future! 

Scholarship
Opportunity



    Over the past several months, you might have noticed that we have been singing
some wonderful hymns and liturgy from the new hymnal supplement All Creation
Sings. Hymnal supplements (like the blue With One Voice that went with the previous
green hymnal) help extend the life of hardcover hymnals while giving congregations
access to new songs and worship resources. It may be hard to believe, but our red
ELW hymnal is already nearly 20 years old! All Creation Sings invites us to expand our
song and prayer with timely attention to the health of creation and the human
community within it. Included are 200 hymns and songs, more than 30 of them
multilingual and many being new since ELW was released. This body of songs
supports the rhythms of the whole church year and gives more resources on themes
of healing and wholeness, creation care, justice and peace, praise and lament. There
are also two new communion services, one presented in Spanish and English, the
other offering options for evening use. Also included are a contemplative service of
word and prayer as well as more than 50 additional prayer resources

“Praise the Lord, O my soul! I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I
will sing praises to my God while I have my being.” Psalm 146:1-2

“Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.” Psalm
96:1

“Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice
and sing. Let the sea roar and all that fills it, the world and those
who dwell therein. Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills
ring out with joy before the Lord…” Psalm 98: 4,7-8

    As we’ve started to incorporate some of these new songs and resources, we’ve heard
how some of them have spoken to you deeply. But we’ve also heard that many of you
prefer to have the music in front of you as you sing, rather than just the words on the
screen. In light of this, the Worship and Music Committee worked together with the
Executive Committee to fund the purchase of 150 copies of All Creation Sings, using a
combination of money from the worship and music budget and memorial money
available from the estate of Victor Lemke. We dedicated the hymnals in worship on
Sunday, February 12, and folks who were in worship that day had an opportunity to
dedicate a hymnal in honor or memory of someone. We hope that as you use these
new hymnals, you will enjoy thinking of those listed in the dedications, joining your
voices with theirs, with the voices of all the saints, and with all creation as we praise our
good and loving God!

New Hymnal Dedications



Dear Faith Family,
    We want to thank everyone who has provided suggestions for ways we can dream big
and grow in our mission at Faith Lutheran Church. The Stewardship team has begun
reviewing the suggestions provided and decided to focus the month of March on the
suggestion that came forward to “update the toys in our playroom”.
    We are inviting the congregation to donate gently used toys or provide a monetary
donation to update our playroom. The playroom is designated for children 0-5 years so
if you are interested in donating toys, please make sure they are age appropriate. We
are asking for any donations to be brought to the church from March 15th-31st. 
    We are excited to make our playroom more inviting and up to date with more modern
toys for children. Please be on the look for more of the suggestions from the Dream Big
campaign. If you have any new ideas please bring those forward and we will add them to
our list!

Thank you and God Bless,
Stewardship Committee
Aaron Isaak, Shawna Capan, Mercy Carkuff, Roberta Modin

Dream Big Board Suggestion – Playroom Toys



Church School News

Confirmation and Youth News

Thank you for your gifts in church school!  This quarter all money collected will go
towards items needed for updating church school materials. 

Be sure to get your mentor meetings completed.

We had 25 kids go bowling in February! We also had 6 youth go to coffee.  We will
continue to try events.  Hopefully, we will see your youth at one of the next events.

Acolyting Schedule 

Sundays in March

Wednesdays in March

Worship Assistant

8:30 AM- Kaitlyn Tschida
11:00AM- Kadence Syverson

Paige & Piper Ahmann, Zoey
Sprynznatyk

Taylor Felchle

Our High School Coffee Hours for the month of March will be on March 1st and
March 15th. Mark you calendars, and let Kenny know if you would like to attend!

Great News!  WELCA will pay 40% of the fee for any of our children who want to go
to Camp of the Cross!  Get signed up today!

In March we will be taking youth to Breakout (escape room).  We will be going
on 3/11 @ 1:00 for 5th-8th Grade and 2:30PM for 9th-12 Grade.  You can bring
one friend on this one as space is limited.  Hopefully, we will see you there!

Summer of 2024 will be the National Youth Gathering in New Orleans.  Now is a
great time to start planning for this event.  More information to follow.  Hopefully,
we will see you there!



     

     

     

     

     

     

     

M
arch 2023

1
9:00 Esther Circle
1:30 M

ary M
artha

Circle

8:00 N
A

8:00 N
A

8:00 N
A

8:00 N
A

8:30 W
orship

9:45 Church School
9:45 Adult Education
11:00 G

racie Larson
Benefit
11:00 W

orship
4:00 Cub Scouts

9:00 Q
uilting

1:00 Crafts
5:30 Sounds of Faith
7:00 Scouts

5:45
Stew

ardship
M

eeting
7:00 AA

7:00 AA

7:00 AA

5:00 W
orship

and M
usic

7:00 AA

10:00 Bible Study
11:15 Soup Lunch
12:05 W

orship
5:30 H

andbells
6:00 7th G

rade P/S
6:00 Church School
7:00 W

orship

8:30 W
orship

9:45 Church School
9:45 Adult Education
11:00 W

orship

9:00 Q
uilting

1:00 Crafts
5:30 Sounds of Faith
5:30 Confirm

ation
Com

m
ittee

6:00 Elem
entary Com

m
ittee

7:00 Ruth Circle
7:00 Scouts

10:00 Bible Study
11:15 Soup Lunch
12:05 W

orship
5:00 M

en of Faith Potato/Chili 
5:30 H

andbells
6:00 7th G

rade P/S 
6:00 Church School
7:00 W

orship
8:00 H

igh School Coffee H
our

8:30 W
orship

9:45 Church School
9:45 Adult Education
11:00 W

orship

9:00 Q
uilting

1:00 Crafts
5:30 Sounds of Faith
7:00 Scouts

9:00 Q
uilting

1:00 Crafts
5:00 H

R Com
m

ittee
5:30 Sounds of Faith
6:00 Com

pass G
roup

7:00 Executive Com
m

ittee
7:00 Scouts

10:00 Bible Study
11:15 Soup Lunch
12:05 W

orship
5:30 H

andbells
6:00 7th G

rade P/S
6:00 Church School
7:00 W

orship

9:30 Altar G
uild

2
3

4

5
6

7
8

9
10

11

12
13

14
15

16
17

18

19
20

21
22

23
24

25

26
27

28

Sunday
Tuesday

W
ednesday

Thursday
Friday

Saturday
M

onday
9:00 N

oah U
llm

an Study
11:15 Soup Lunch
12:05 W

orship
4:30 8th/9th Confirm

ation
5:30 H

andbells
6:00 Church School
7:00 W

orship
8:00 H

igh School Coffee H
our

8:30 W
orship

9:45 Church School
9:45 Adult Education
11:00 W

orship
4:00 Cub Scouts

N
ew

sletter
D

eadline

10:00 Bible Study
11:15 Soup Lunch
12:05 W

orship
5:30 H

andbells
6:00 7th G

rade P/S
6:00 Church School
7:00 W

orship

8:00 N
A

29
30

31

5:30 Serving the
Banquet

1:00 5th-8th
Escape Room
2:30 9th-12th
Escape Room



March News and Views

Faith Lutheran Church
1402 E Avenue C
Bismarck, ND 58501-4398
www.faithbismarck.com
(701)223-2236

 
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
March - 2023

NON-PROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT NO. 236

Bismarck, ND 58501


