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MISSION STATEMENT
"We are building a welcoming, nurturing
faith community guided by Jesus to share

the Gospel."



The deadline to submit information to the
News and Views newsletter is the 10th of
each month prior to the next newsletter.
The church bulletin deadline is at noon on
Tuesday for the coming Sunday bulletin. 
Articles, schedules, etc., can be sent to:
communications.bisfaith@gmail.com
For additional information, call the church
office at 701-223-2236

FLC Executive Team
Amy Steiner, Chair
Gail Skaley, Vice-Chair
Ryan Sprynczynatyk, Vice-
Chair
Pat Groce, Secretary
Billie Ann Caya, Treasurer

FINANCIAL UPDATE
January General Fund:
Revenues: $40,204.98
Expenditures: $66,633.98

Pastoral Ministries
Funerals:
Arline Emineth
Shirley Evans
Melvin “Cork” Mehlhoff

Baptisms:
Evelyn Rose Johnson

Church Memorials
For Scholarship Fund, in memory of Eugene “Gene”
Severson
For Library Fund, in memory of Eugene “Gene” Severson.

Details can be found in the Memorial Book in the
Gathering Place.



Ryan Sprynczynatyk, Co-Vice Chair 
(finishing the last year of Amy Steiner’s Vice Chair term)

II have two amazing kids, Zoey and Greysen. We enjoy being together,
cooking, being outside and being active. We all love to help out the
church whenever we can and that's why I'm excited to have been asked
to fill this position. I look forward to the challenge of learning and being
a voice for the church.

Pat Groce, Secretary (First Term)
I moved from South Dakota to Bismarck in 2003 where I met and
married my wife Amy. We have one daughter, Anna, and a little bichon
dog named Olaf. We have enjoyed attending Faith Lutheran because of
the friendly members and staff. For 23 years I worked in state
government in the ND Information Technology department where I am
a data analyst serving the needs of dozens of agencies. I look forward
to serving the community at Faith as Secretary of the Executive
Committee.

Amy Steiner, Chair (First Term)
My husband Andy and I have three children: Hadley, Collins, and
Lincoln. I teach first grade at Centennial Elementary, and enjoy helping
our kids grow in Faith here at Faith Lutheran! In my spare time I like to
read, run my kids around to all their activities, and spend time with
family and friends. 

Meet your Executive Committe for the coming year!

2026 Executive Committee

Gail Skaley, Co-Vice Chair (First Term)
I have been a long-time member of Faith Lutheran Church; Faith
Lutheran is my husband Jack's family church. I am retired; most of my
work life has been in state and federal government. We have a
daughter, Kristi, and three grandchildren. Our daughter, Michelle,
passed away in 2021. I look forward to the opportunity to be a part of
the Executive Committee, learning and listening to the needs of our
members.



Meet your Task Group Chairs, who are also members of the
Compass Group!

Billie Ann Caya, Treasurer (First Term)
I have been a member of Faith Lutheran for over 40 years. I am a
retired teacher, having taught for 44 years, most of them at Bismarck
HS. I also coached cheer, and was involved in both state and national
cheer rules committees. I am one of 2 founders of the North Dakota
Cheer Coach Association and was Executive Director and Treasurer for
30 years. My husband Gerry is a lifelong member of United Methodist
Church of Mandan, and we have 2 children—Sara (a member here) and
her husband Tom, Bismarck; and Chad and his wife Jill, Grand Forks,
ND. 

Returning Task Group Chairs

Jill Power,  Chair of Congregational Life Task Group
John & I have been members of Faith since 2005. What a great move
this was! We have been providing a free meal following baptisms for
the families, and it has been a success. Helping chair the Rice Pudding,
Pie and Coffee, and Cookie Walk, have shown me how strong Faith
Lutheran is. The profits from these events yearly have touched many!
Blessings to all 

Shanna Brady, Chair of Elementary Education Task Group
I’ve been a member of Faith Lutheran Church my entire life. I have 3
teenagers: Caleb, Cambree and Caitlyn. I’ve been a childcare provider
for 19 years and counting. I am the Education Supervisor for
Wednesday church school.  I love being involved in the children’s
ministry at Faith.



LeAnn Severson, Chair of Library Task Group 
I’ve been a member at Faith for over 50 years, the last 20+ overseeing
the church library. The use of Cookie Walk funds to renovate and
update the library, making the room warm and inviting, has been a
highlight. In addition to encouraging our members to visit our library, I
have been delivering books to several women from other churches
who pass the word along that FLC has such good books to read.

Lisa Bennett, Chair of Human Resources Task Group
My name is Lisa Bennett and I am serving my second term as the
Human Resource Committee chair.
My husband Mike and I moved to Bismarck in 2009, we have been
married for 42 years. I starting attending church at Faith after being
invited by Diane Laub and I am so happy that I joined. When I first
attended church at Faith, I felt so welcomed. This is one of the best
things about Faith- the congregation is so welcoming.  I am honored to
serve as chair of the Human Resources Committee. I am blessed to
serve on this committee with exceptional people, Anita Hoffman, Scott
Wutzke, Barb Fischer and Bryan Klipfel. We work to maintain the
mission of Faith Lutheran by supporting our outstanding staff and
Pastors. 

Ray Utter,  Chair of Property Task Group
I have been a Faith Lutheran member for about ten years. Really enjoy
doing Facebook Live camera work on Sunday morning and the
comradeship of the Men of Faith. In my role of Property Chair at the
church, I’m trying to meet the needs of the church as well as being
fiscally responsible to the members.



Judy Kubischta,  Chair of Worship and Music 
Task Group

    My time as Worship and Music chairperson has been so much fun,
that I signed up for a third term!! I am so grateful that I have been able
to be a small part of the planning and implementation of all things
associated with worship. With Pastor Sylvia as our leader, we never are
without something new to ponder on, plan and make happen. Faithful
members of this task group include Connie Isaak, Sue Rydberg and
new members Ann Schlafman and Andi Johnson. John Wittenberg
recently stepped down from our committee, but we are grateful for the
years that he was a part of the team.
    Thank-you for the opportunity to serve in the capacity of Worship
and Music Chairperson. It is truly an honor. I am grateful for the
support of the Pastors, Staff and congregation as we work to enhance
the worship services here at Faith and provide more opportunities for
everyone to participate.

Kevin Kosse, Chair of Stewardship Task Group
    My wife Myra and I have been married for 44 years and have lived in
Bismarck/Mandan that entire time. Myra joined Faith Lutheran in the
mid 1980’s and I joined in January of 2018. We have two German
Shorthaired Pointers and are very actively involved in dog related
events and activities. I feel honored to be serving as the Chairman of
the Stewardship Task Group --- and to continue to work for a sound
future for FLC.

Thank you to our outgoing Executive Committee Chair, Jim Sheldon, Co-Vice Chair, Lyla
Timm, and Secretary, Mark Schneider. Thank you also to our outgoing Confirmation
Task Group Chairs, Rachel Dykema and Jonna Wutzke, and outgoing Missions Task

Group Chair Tracy Schneider! We appreciate your service to our church!



Aaron Isaak,  Chair of Endowment Committee
Hello, my name is Aaron Isaak. I am a long time Faith Lutheran Church
member and really "grew up" in this church. My family consists of my
wife (Jody), two boys (Keagan and Bennett), and our three dogs (Molly,
Abby, and Briar). I currently serve in a leadership role on the
Endowment committee. I am excited to be able to provide education
on what the Endowment Fund is and can be used for and how we can
make an impact in the community we live in.

Committee Chairs

Meet your Endowment Committee and Nominating Committee
Chairs!

Harvey Haakenson, Chair of Nominating Committee
Vonnie and I joined Faith Lutheran Church in 1972. Many years were
spent with the Church Council and the Human Resources Committee. I
am retired from the Bismarck School system and the US Army, (Nat
Guard & Active).We have 3 grown children, 8 grandchildren, one great
grandchild, and two more on the way. I enjoy shop projects, ice fishing
and hunting. Faith Lutheran has been a home for us for many years.

The Faith Crafters have created handmade Easter cards, table favors
and Easter basket stuffers that they will be selling between services

on March 22!

Easter Cards and Crafts



    As a pastor, I spend a lot of my time listening to people’s stories and attending to the grief
and pain of the world around us. I get to hear the joys and sorrows of so many, and I hear
about how the world we live in - our culture, our community life, and current events - affects
peoples’ lives and spirits. More and more over the past 10 years, I have seen the corrosive
effect of extreme partisanship on our communities, our relationships, our mental health,
and our spirits.
    In such an environment, it becomes more and more difficult to speak about our values
and the things that matter to us, especially with folks we might disagree with. We
increasingly turn inward, scrolling on our devices or watching our chosen TV channels more
and more hours of the day. In our minds, “politics” becomes synonymous with
“partisanship,” even though politics is nothing more or less that people living together in
organized communities and all that entails. We avoid conversations with people we aren’t
sure will agree with us, diminishing our connections and community life. Sometimes we
never talk with anyone about what matters most, experiencing deepening levels of
loneliness and disconnection. When we do speak about events going on in our communities
(or post about them online), we increasingly give a knee jerk reaction, parroting lines that
have been fed to us by the algorithms or the TV, listening to respond instead of listening to
understand or connect, hoping only to one-up our “opponent.”
    I notice this tendency in myself and in so many others, and it takes a lot of effort and
intention to choose to respond differently. Yet none of these responses - silence, avoidance,
or destructive conflict - are faithful to the way of life God calls us to. As Christians, we are
called to another way. In this tender time in our common life, we are called to learn and
teach others how to speak publicly about our values in ways that build up community,
model constructive conflict, and create positive change. If we as people of faith do not show
another way, no one will.

Pastor Sylvia’s Parables
“Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind, that you may discern what is the will of God - what is good and
acceptable and perfect.”  - Romans 12:2

“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry and gave you food or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And
when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you or naked and
gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and
visited you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did
it to one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did it to me.’”
- Matthew 25:37-40



    The Palm Sunday Path is an effort to help us begin to step into this role. The Path is a
growing, ecumenical movement of Christians who recognize now is the time for Christians
to publicly witness to our Christian values as laid out for us by Jesus in Matthew 25 and to
lead conversations and policy discussions around these values with our elected leaders of
all parties and at every level: city, state, and federal.
    The first step of this path envisions tens of thousands of Christians across multiple states
gathering for public witness on Palm Sunday afternoon. This day was chosen because 2,000
years ago, Jesus entered into Jerusalem at the beginning of Passover on a donkey, an image
reflecting his just, humble leadership and care for those in need. Christian communities
from across our region of western North Dakota are invited to gather at 3 pm on
Palm Sunday, March 29, 2026 in a procession from Trinity Lutheran Church (502 N
4th St, Bismarck) to the ND State Capitol grounds for a time of communal prayer
and public witness. An ecumenical worship service reflecting the shared Biblical values of
feeding the hungry, caring for the vulnerable and welcoming the stranger will be held at
4pm on the Capitol Steps. Other Christians across the Upper Midwest and throughout the
United States will join us in this public witness in their own state capitals and cities at that
same time.
    We hope that you will join us on Palm Sunday afternoon as together we begin to walk this
new way. We pray that God will transform and renew us and use us to help transform and
renew our communities, as we remain publicly rooted in the values of Jesus. Informational
sessions about the Path will be held here at FLC on on Sunday, March 8 at 10am
and on Wednesday, March 11 at 6pm in the East Room. All are encouraged to attend
one of these sessions. If you feel called to help more with this Path, or if you have any
questions or concerns, please reach out to me by phone, email, or in person.

May God bless you as we journey with Jesus to Palm Sunday and the cross, trusting in God’s
love and resurrection power.

In Christ,
Pastor Sylvia



Friends in 

On Our Pilgrim Journey
    While looking for inspiration in the Red Hymnal songs for Lent, I selected I Want Jesus
to Walk with Me. An African American spiritual, it tells the story of those troubled journeys
that we all have experienced that Jesus has helped us through many times.
    I wondered what artists have recorded this song. Homer Quincy Smith’s 1929 recording
was likely the first. He was born in Florence, Alabama in 1902. In 1929 Homer founded a
vocal gospel quartet called the Southernaires. Like ours in the Red Hymnal, Smith’s version
had three verses. The first and third were about his pilgrim journey and the middle was
“when the night is falling walk with me.” His rendition has been described as music most
haunting.
    It was also recorded by Marian Anderson. Anderson, possibly the greatest 20  century
contralto, performed music from opera to spirituals. Born in 1897, she was recognized as a
great singer and toured in the United States; but she was not immune to Jim Crow laws.
Touring in Europe, Marian did not encounter the prejudices she experienced in the US. 

th

    In 1939 her manager was trying to schedule a concert at the Daughters of the American
Revolution Constitution Hall in Washington, D.C. The DAR denied her to perform because
she was black. Eleanor Roosevelt convinced her husband, President Franklin Roosevelt, to
let her sing on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial.
   On Easter Sunday, April 9, 1939, before a mixed race crowd of 75,000, she sang. Marian
began with America (My Country, Tis of Thee) and ended with Nobody Knows the Trouble I’ve
Seen. Amongst the other songs she sang was Ave Maria. The song that was so beautifully
performed at Faith Lutheran on February 8  by Brett Loftesnes and Ann Loftesnes Porter in
honor of their mother Jenell.

th

    As Marian Anderson stood in front of the Abraham Lincoln statue and sang “sweet land of
liberty” and “let freedom ring” Jesus was by her side. During our pilgrim journeys when our
hearts are breaking and when we are in deep sorrows, Jesus is walking with us. We don’t
realize his presence; but he is there. 

Goodbye for now and remember to always take time talk to the cows.

Bennett R. Kubischta
February 11, 2026, 12:27 pm



Library Link
by LeAnn Severson

    You will find many inspirational reading materials in our church library as you and your
family continue your journey toward Easter.
    For adult readers, Max Lucado, in his book NO WONDER THEY CALL HIM SAVIOR, helps
the reader to relive the events leading up to Jesus’ crucifixion and find hope in the unlikeliest
place: at the cross. In SOMETHING MORE FOR EASTER, the author, Emil Dockter, poses
questions that encourages insightful responses from the reader.
    Amongst the many selections available to enhance children’s understanding of the events
leading up to Easter, GOD GAVE US EASTER and THE LEGEND OF THE EASTER EGG are
written in clear, simple terms to tell the story. DUNCAN CARRIES A KING is a delightful
donkey’s tale about his involvement on Palm Sunday.
    These materials are on display on the window shelves and bookshelves in the library. 

Visit your church library soon to see all that is available for check-out. I think you will be
surprised!

Thank You!
Cannon ball

    The Faith Lutheran Quilters completed 190 quilts for a
very special project for children that live in Cannonball, ND.
We were working with another local Bismarck church to
provide amazing and much appreciated Christmas gifts for
each child. Our talented quilters mission is to provide
warmth and comfort to those in need. We were told that the
children were so excited with their gifts as these gifts would
be the only Christmas gifts that they would receive as the
poverty in Cannonball is extreme.
    To continue our meaningful work we are seeking
donations of fabric, colored sheets in good condition, pillow
cases, batting, even mattress pads and blankets (these are
used for the middles of quilts) If you have other sewing
items you would like to donate please contact the office and
they will get in touch with one of the quilters.

Quilter Update



A Call to all women:
There are several upcoming events that we are invited to join with other ELCA women.

April 11th – Saturday
In lieu of a meeting with a speaker, the East Missouri Cluster women have been invited to
Steele, ND for a community project fun day. We’ll meet at the Kidder County Senior Center
at 11:30 am. After lunch, we can assist folks in three different areas --- their local food
pantry, singing and visiting at the Golden Manor facility or help with quilting at Trinity
Lutheran. We’ll car pool from the church.

July 16-19th -- 13th Women of the ELCA Triennial - Des Moines, Iowa
The theme is “I am Worthy”. This gathering is to inspire women to proclaim their identity and
to nourish our faith and love. Look to the Women’s website to see more details of events,
speakers, costs, registrations, hotels etc.
www.womenoftheelca.org
Scholarships are available to help defray some of the expenses through Faith Lutheran and
also through the Western North Dakota Synod Women. The Eastern North Dakota Women’s
Synod is providing transportation by bus and have openings for anyone wishing to travel to
Des Moines by bus.

October 23rd & 24th -- Western North Dakota Biennial Gathering @ Camp of the
Cross in Garrison
The theme for this gathering will be centered around loving our neighbor. It will begin Friday
evening at 6:30 and conclude on Saturday after a worship service at 4 pm. As well as guest
speakers, there are also some fun activities planned. The cost for both days is $100 with
meals included. If you would prefer to just attend on Saturday, the cost is $60. Scholarships
are available through Faith Lutheran and also through the Western North Dakota Synod
Women.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS AND JOIN IN.

Here are some other helpful websites:
info@wndsynod.org
www.facebook.com/WELCAWND

Upcoming WELCA Events!



Church School News
First quarter offerings went to Lutheran World Hunger. Second quarter offering will go to
Stepping Stone Ministries. The mission of Stepping Stone Ministries is to provide a safe and
healing environment for individuals experiencing homelessness who need to recover from
illness or injury. While providing respite recovery, we seek to foster community connections
that will promote stable housing, recovery and independence.

Youth News

9th Grade Retreat is coming up April 17
from 5-9 PM. Confirmation Luncheon is
April 26 @ 1:15PM. Confirmation is April
29 and May 3.

Pastor Sylvia and I have met and scheduled the 2026 summer trip. It will be available for all
youth going into 9th grade and above.  IF you did not get a link and are interested contact
Kenny for assistance. Thanks. In March, it will also be available for others in the church.
Contact us to see if we have any open spots. 

Murder Mystery Dinner on March 7 @ 6:30 PM. If interested (all ages) contact Kenny

Confirmation
NewsSundays

8:30 - Open
11:00 - Kaitlyn Tschida / Teagan
Wagner

March
Acolyte Schedule

Wednesdays
7:00 -  Paige Ahmann or Piper Ahmann/
Zander Ahmann
Tech Assistant - Paige or Piper
Ahmann



    Let’s review some historical events from March 11 . In 1669, Mount Etna in Italy erupts,
destroying many villages in its path. In 1779, the U.S. Corps of Engineers was established
which played a crucial role in various military and civil engineering projects throughout
American history. In 1888, the 4-day Great American blizzard struck northeast America, with
accumulations of 55 inches of snow and upwards of 85 mph winds. In 2011, Japan
experienced an earthquake and Tsunami, touching off a major nuclear accident. In 2020,
COVID-19 was declared a pandemic. On a brighter note, a famous North Dakotan, (ah one
and ah two ah) Mr. Lawerence Welk was born.

th

    Sticking with the brighter note theme, The Men of Faith will be holding their annual (30
years and running) Potato/Chili Feed on Wednesday 11 March 2026, from 5:00 to 6:30
pm. As in the past, proceeds from the free will offering will be forwarded to benefit the
ongoing programs/projects at Camp of the Cross Ministries in Garrison, ND.
    Please add this event to your calendar and note that sign-up sheets for chili and bars will
be found on a table located in the Gathering area.

Men of Faith 
Potato/Chili Feed
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