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ORDER OF WORSHIP

*ELW = Red Hymnal; ACS = Purple Hymnal

PRELUDE

ANNOUNCEMENTS & WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP

OPENING SONG: “I Will Call Upon the Lord”

READING (see next page)

SERMON

SONG: ELW 793 “Be Thou My Vision” *

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

OFFERING

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER

HOLY COMMUNION

BLESSING

SENDING SONGS: ELW 540 “Go, Make Disciples” *

DISMISSAL



Reading: Luke 16:1-13
The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 16  Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord!th

    Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and
charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. So he
summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an
accounting of your management because you cannot be my manager any longer.’
Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the
position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I
have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may
welcome me into their homes.’ So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he
asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ He answered, ‘A hundred jugs
of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ Then
he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers
of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ And his master
commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly, for the
children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are
the children of light. And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of
dishonest wealth so that when it is gone they may welcome you into the eternal
homes.
    “Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much, and whoever is
dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. If, then, you have not been
faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if
you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is
your own? No slave can serve two masters, for a slave will either hate the one and
love the other or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve
God and wealth.”

The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ!

READING



Activity
   Our first impulse when someone is grieving is often to want to fix it. Usually,
however, we aren’t able to, and sometimes, pretending we can make things better
actually does more harm than good. Remind the children in your life how Scripture
includes stories like today’s to remind us it’s okay to be sad.
    Invite them to recall a time when they felt sadness or grief. Ask if they can
remember something that brought them comfort at that time and/or something
that made them feel bad. Allow time for sharing stories and affirming the feelings
of those who share.
    Explain that you will read different responses to sadness (using the list below or
one of your own). As you read them out, ask the children to move to a place that
matches their thoughts on the helpfulness or harmfulness of each question. 

Reflection Questions
This long Season after Pentecost—focused on growing deeper in love, honesty,
and care for one another— lasts for over half the year. Share something that
has happened in this season (since early June) that’s been happy and
something that’s been sad.
Jeremiah said, “My joy is gone,” and, “My heart is sick.” What other words did
Jeremiah use to describe deep sadness? What words do you use to describe
deep sadness?
While it can be uncomfortable to talk about sadness (sometimes called grief or
lament), it is also a normal and important part of life. How do you feel when
people talk about sad things?
Sometimes we try to make someone who is sad feel better, even when they’re
not yet ready to “put a smile on.” What’s a way to show compassion that
doesn’t shy away from pain or rush someone through it?
What is something you need when you’re feeling sad?

This section provides guidance on how to discuss a passage from the Revised
Common Lectionary for the week as a family! The devotions for this week are for
Jeremiah 8:18 - 9:1

BRINGING IT HOME



Thank you for your offering of $9,240.97 for the week
of September 14th! 

Altar Flowers for the week are provided by Robert and
Judy Hertz, in honor of their 50  Wedding Anniversary.
Congratulations and thank you!

thCHURCH
Announcements

Bringing It Home Continued

Prayer
Where are you, God? The world is heavy with sadness. I don’t know what’s
happening, and I’m scared. You promised to always be with us, but I don’t know
where you are. Please, show up. Do something! We need you. Amen.

All ages and skill levels invited to join us for Worship-Palooza! Join us on
Sunday, September 28  from 5:30-7pm for a light supper and evening of
planning for our Advent and Christmas season. We will have a time of
devotion on our Advent theme, then split into Visual Arts, Music, and Liturgy
groups to brainstorm on how to convey our theme in worship. Talk to Pastor Sylvia
or Judy Kubischta if you would like more information!

th

Designate one side of the room
“helpful,” the opposite side
“harmful,” and the  middle
space as “not sure.”
    Some ideas for prompts
might include: bringing
someone’s favorite snack,
saying “you’ll get over it,” sitting
with them quietly, telling them
about something sad that
happened to you, not talking to
them so you don’t say the
wrong thing, etc.



Church Announcements Continued

It's pumpkin patch time! Saturday, October 4  is Faith Family Day at Papa’s
Pumpkin Patch. We have a shelter reserved from 3pm-6pm. Free Admission
passes will be available to pick up at the church offices after September 15th.
Once you sign up, you will receive your passes! Food and beverages will be
provided at the shelter. We will also have the church bus available for those that
cannot drive. Hope to see you all there!

th

Recent deportations, arrests and detainments have had a significant impact on our
community in the past week, with many local families separated from parents or
spouses unexpectedly. . Bismarck Global Neighbors has started a Heart
Fund, dedicated to supporting families in crisis with essentials like food,
rent, utilities and childcare. All funds will be held and distributed locally, with
accountability and transparency, with Global Neighbors working directly with local
families. If you are interested in contributing, you can send a check to
Bismarck Global Neighbors with “Heart Fund” in the memo line, or give
directly on their website. Please also be in prayer for these families, and that
our community will embody Christ’s love in this moment. The pastors will also be
happy to answer any questions you may have.

Interested in learning about our new Assisted Listening Device System? We
recently upgraded our system so you can connect your Bluetooth enabled hearing
aid directly to our system, as well as use our Assisted Listening Devices here at
church. Join us for a brief training on Sunday, September 28  at 9:45am or
10:45am to learn more. Please bring your smartphone with you if you have
one!

th

New to our community? We would love to officially welcome you! Please join us on
Wednesday, October 15  at 6pm or Sunday, October 19  for a New
Member Orientation and Wednesday October 22  or Sunday October 26
during service for our New Member Installation. Call the front office at (701)
223-2236 to let us know you are interested!

th th

nd th

Sign-ups available to help cook and serve food at Faith Family Day at Papa’s
Pumpkin Patch! Sign up sheet is next to Coffee Fellowship, and you can talk to Jill
Power for more information!



Church Announcements Continued

Message: Pastor Derek Harkins
Liturgy: Pastor Sylvia Bull
Music: Dmytro Somkin
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Join the Alzheimer’s Association on Saturday, October 11  at the Capitol for
the Walk to End Alzheimer’s. Money raised will go to the care, support and
research efforts of the Alzheimer’s Association. Talk to Lisa Bennett for more
information, and register today at alz.org/walks.

th

Women of Faith, please join us for our 2025 WELCA Fall Cluster Gathering at
Peace Lutheran Church in Lincoln on Saturday, October 11  from 11:30am
to 3pm! The day will consist of lunch, devotion and worship music, discussion of
Cluster business, and an informative presentation by Gregory Loftesnes of
the MNND Alzheimer’s Association. We will also be gathering a monetary
offering, love gifts consisting of personal care items, cleaning or laundry items for
the Community Cupboard in PLC, and a book exchange! Cost of lunch is $10 a
person. Contact Connie Isaak with any questions! Sign-ups available in the
Gathering Place.

th

Please join us on Thursday, October 9  for a Scripture Circle led by U.S.
Jones, II! This powerful method of studying scripture focuses on details and
connections across Scripture. The event, hosted at Trinity Lutheran (502 N 4
St, Bismarck), will start with a light dinner at 5pm, and then study from
5:45pm-8pm. A free-will offering will be taken if you feel moved to help
supplement the speaker fee. Look out for other Scripture Circle opportunities
on November 11  (at McCabe United Methodist, 1030 N 6  Street, Bismarck), and
December 11  (Location TBD), with more opportunities coming soon!

th

th

th th

th



CALENDAR
Monday, September 22
7:00    AA

Tuesday, September 23
9:00    Quilting
2:00    Crafts
5:15    HR Committee
6:00    Compass Group Meeting
7:00    Executive Committee
7:00    Scouts

Wednesday, September 24
6:00    3  Grade P/Srd

6:00    Church School and
            Confirmation
7:00    Worship

Thursday, September 18
6:00    Serving the Banquet

Friday, September 19
8:00    NA

Saturday, September 20

 
Sunday, September 21
8:30    Worship
9:45    3  Grade P/Srd

9:45    Church School
11:00  Worship
4:00    Cub Scouts
5:30    NC Trip Sponsor Dinner (Lord
            of Life Lutheran)


