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SUN 9:30am &
WED 7:00pm

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday

8:00 AM - 12 PM
1:00 PM - 5 PM

Friday: 8:00 AM - Noon

Pastoral Care 
Emergency Number

701-595-0223

Answering machine is
available evenings and

weekends when the office is
not staffed. 

Office is not open during the
lunch hour.

News and Views
July 2026

Volume 2026, Issue 6

MISSION STATEMENT
"We are building a welcoming, nurturing
faith community guided by Jesus to share

the Gospel."



The deadline to submit information to the
News and Views newsletter is the 10th of
each month prior to the next newsletter.
The church bulletin deadline is at noon on
Tuesday for the coming Sunday bulletin. 
Articles, schedules, etc., can be sent to:
communications.bisfaith@gmail.com
For additional information, call the church
office at 701-223-2236

FLC Executive Team
Amy Steiner, Chair
Gail Skaley, Vice-Chair
Ryan Sprynczynatyk, Vice-
Chair
Pat Groce, Secretary
Billie Ann Caya, Treasurer

FINANCIAL UPDATE
May General Fund:
Revenues: $37,322.59
Expenditures: $60,393.17

2026 Year-to Date:
Revenues: $245,256.80
Expenditures: $283,922.71

Pastoral Ministries
Funerals:
Elaine Anderson
Eric Barnick

Baptisms:
John Schultz
Bennett Schultz

Weddings:
Jack Beyer and Madison
Wutzke



Friends in 

Good and Gracious God
    Several years ago, I heard this story about a missionary. He was sent to new lands to
bring Jesus to native peoples. As he grew to understand their language he could tell
them about Jesus. In a discussion with one of the elders the missionary said ”In order to
enter Heaven you must believe in Jesus.”
    The elder asked “Before you came here and I didn’t know about Jesus, would I get into
Heaven?” The missionary replied “Yes, because you had no knowledge of Jesus. Now,
because I told you about him, if you do not accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior you
will not be saved and will not enter Heaven.”
    The elder replied “I wish you never would have come.”
    It is likely we all have met or know someone who said you will not enter Heaven unless
you follow the guidelines they follow. And we might have looked at a person or a group
of people and in sincerity said “They are not going to be let in.”
    What if these people are correct? What if those who do not believe like them will not
be allowed into Heaven? Do I want to be in Heaven while my neighbors are turned away?
I will stay out with my neighbors.
    The late Sister Thomas Welder would begin her public prayers with “Good and
gracious God.” Those simple words had a profound effect upon me. They helped me to
understand that God welcomes all, and all on the road that they choose will be
welcomed to Heaven.

Goodbye for now, and remember to always take time to talk to the cows.

Bennett R. Kubischta
June 10, 2026, 7:47 pm

New Bishop for WND Synod
The Rev. Lisa Lewton was elected as the new Western North Dakota Bishop on the 4th

ballot of the 2026 Synod Assembly. Rev. Lewton has served at St. John’s Lutheran
Church in Dickinson for the past 19 years. Rev. Lewton and her husband, Marcus, have
three children: Tom, Sam, and Karis. Please continue to pray for wisdom and guidance

as we transition to new leadership for our Synod!



Library Link
by LeAnn Severson

     The library now has the first two books in the HOME TO GREEN CREEK series written
by Lauraine Snelling and Kiersti Giron. Amalia Gunderson befriends a fellow passenger
on the ship bringing them to America. Amalia makes a solemn promise to the dying
mother, vowing to watch over her five-year-old daughter, Ruth. Together they trek to
Iowa to begin a new life. You’ll read about the many struggles they endure but also about
their resilient spirits thanks, in part, to the kindness of strangers.
    The library has been gifted the book BOX of BUTTERFLIES by Roma Downey. Her name
may be familiar to you as the actress who played the angel, Monica, on the TV series
TOUCHED BY AN ANGEL. In this book, Roma tells her life story of her own struggles and
sorrows and how she relied on the hope in God’s healing power. Her book is filled with
uplifting stories, beautiful poetry, meaningful quotations and Bible verses filled with
inspiration, love and grace. Reading this book is like having a conversation with her.



Need to reach one of our staff?  
Emails can be found below!

Faith Lutheran's General Email
faith.bisfaith@gmail.com

Derek Harkins
Senior Pastor (on Sabbatical)

derek.bisfaith@gmail.com

Sylvia Bull
Associate Pastor 

sylvia.bisfaith@gmail.com 

Cheryl Johnson
Office Manager and Financials

cheryl.bisfaith@gmail.com

Caitlin McCleary
Communications/Administrative Assistant

communications.bisfaith@gmail.com

Kenny Opsal
Director of Education and Youth

kenny.bisfaith@midconetwork.com

Dmytro Somkin
Music Coordinator 

dmytro.bisfaith@gmail.com

STAFF
EMAILS

We are needing volunteers
to help with watering

outdoor plants here at
church this summer!

The time commitment
would be once a week for
about 30 minutes. Call the

church office if
you can help us out!

Searching for
Volunteers!



    Last summer, a group of 16 of us from FLC and Lord of Life Lutheran traveled to
western North Carolina for a week of service, worship, and fellowship with one another in
an area that was hit hard by Hurricane Helene in September 2024. Catastrophic flooding
and landslides damaged homes, businesses, bridges, and roads, and over one hundred
people lost their lives. Rural and low-income mountains areas were especially hard hit.
During our time there, we got to meet and talk with many community members who
were affected by the hurricane and to work with local organizations on the years-long
clean up and rebuilding process. Altogether, our group contributed over 300 hours of
work in three days toward debris removal, clean up, and work on new Habitat for
Humanity homes needed desperately by families who had been living in campers even
before the storm.
    Personally, I was so proud of our group over the course of that week. Kenny and I
heard time and time again about how impressed local leaders were with the positive
attitude, work ethic, kindness, and respect of the North Dakota contingent! It was
beautiful to see the relationships that grew and the faith connections that were made. As
we made our way back to ND, the group wondered about the possibility for follow-up
service activities in our area. We initially planned for a return trip to NC for this year due
to ongoing needs there, but as circumstances changed and we re-considered the trip,
those conversations about local service came back to our minds as a powerful
opportunity to invite many of you to join us in this work.
    We are so excited to announce this year’s FLC Summer Week of Service. From July 25
to 30, we have a full schedule each day of service opportunities, meals, and fun activities
open to the congregation. We hope that you will find moments to join us as we serve
others in all kinds of different ways and build relationships within our community and
across the area. Whatever your gifts, interests, or abilities, there are ways for you to
connect and participate with us during this week. In our serving, Christ is present and 

Pastor Sylvia’s Parables
“Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another
with whatever gift each of you has received. Whoever speaks must do
so as one speaking the very words of God; whoever serves must do so
with the strength that God supplies, so that God may be glorified in
all things through Jesus Christ. To him belong the glory and the power
forever and ever. Amen.”  - 1 Peter 4:10-11



glorified - shining not only through us but also to us in the people and places that we
meet and learn from along the way.
    Check out the schedule highlights on the next two pages to see what we have
planned. The full schedule and details are available in the Gathering Place. We request
that you sign up/RSVP for most of the activities throughout the week so that we can plan
and prepare adequately. You can do that by signing up in person at church or by calling
the church office. All congregational meals and activities during the week are totally free
to participate in. However, if you would like to help offset costs, you can share a gift with
the church office with “Summer Service Week” in the memo line.
    We hope that you will join us, however you can, during this week of service as we
rejoice and participate in what God is up to here in the Bismarck-Mandan area!

In Christ,
Pastor Sylvia

Pastor Sylvias Parables Continued

FLC Summer week of serviceFLC Summer week of service

General scheduleGeneral schedule

JUly 25-30, 2026JUly 25-30, 2026

FLC Summer week of service
General schedule

JUly 25-30, 2026







    This summer, we are looking for more people willing to give rides to church! 
    We are currently looking for a few more drivers to use their personal vehicle, or our
bus or van, to transport a group of people to service this summer, and to the 8:30
starting in the Fall. 
    We are also looking to potentially pair up individuals or couples who can give rides
with other couples or individuals that would like one. 
    If you can give rides to a group about once a month, or could regularly give rides to
one individual or couple, or would be interested in a ride, please call the front office to let
us know you are interested, and which service you normally attend. 

Calling All Riders and Drivers!
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We are starting preparations for the 2027 ELCA Youth
Gathering next summer! Youth going into 8  grade through
12  grade in September 2026 are invited to travel with us to
Minneapolis from about June 27-July 2, 2027 for a few
days of worship, service and fun with other ELCA youth from
across the country! Approximate cost per person will be
$1500, but we hope to fundraise most of that. If you are
interested, please call the front office at (701) 223-2236 to
give your name, and bring a $250 deposit by September  

th

th

30, 2026. Please make checks out to Faith Lutheran Church with NYG Deposit in the
memo line. For cash and mailed checks, please remember to indicate the
participant’s name. You can contact Kenny for more information and potential
scholarships if cost is prohibitive. More information can be found at
elca.org/gathering
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