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FAITH LUTHERAN 

CHURCH CLERGY 
 

Pastor Derek Harkins 
(Fridays off) 

Pastor Sylvia Bull 
(Fridays off) 

 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

SUNDAY: 8:30 & 11 am 
Livestream at 8:30 

WEDNESDAY 7:00 pm 
 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Thursday 

8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Friday: 8:00 am - Noon 
 

Pastoral Care 

Emergency Number 

701-595-0223  

 
Answering machine is 
available evenings and 

weekends when the 
office is not staffed. 

Office is generally open 
during the lunch hour. 



FLC Executive Team 
 

Jennifer Prince, Chair 

Amy Groce, Vice-Chair 

Jim Sheldon, Vice-Chair 

Steve Sundvor, Secretary 

Matthew Nygard, Treasurer 

The deadline to submit information to the 
News and Views newsletter is the 10th of each 

month prior to the next newsletter.  
The Church bulletin deadline each week  

is at noon on Tuesday for the coming  
Sunday bulletin. Articles, schedules, etc.,  

can be sent by email to:  
donna.bisfaith@gmail.com.  
For additional information,  

call the church office at 701-223-2236. 

As we near the feast of the Epiphany, when the wise 

men arrived to greet the infant Jesus, it is time to  

receive a new star word to guide your reflection,  

prayer, and devotion throughout the year. Attend  

worship on Wednesday, January 5th or Sunday,  

January 9th, to receive a word during worship. If you 

cannot be with us that day, you can use an online  

generator at http://www.wordoftheyear.me/, or call 

the church office and we will choose one for you. May 

your star word be a light of God's love and grace  

shining for you in 2022!  

Pastoral Ministries 

 
Funerals 
 

Norman Schaper 
Gladys Martin 

http://www.wordoftheyear.me/
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Grace and peace to you and happy New Year, sisters and brothers in Christ! 
 

God spoke through the prophet Jeremiah, “I will turn their mourning into joy; I will 
comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.” (Jeremiah 31:13 ESV) 
 

     Many of you know that, in May of this past year, my family suffered a deep loss 
when we had to make the difficult decision to put our beloved dog, Dieti, down. 
Just a couple weeks shy of 14 years old, she had given our family so much love 
and joy. She was Jessica’s and my first baby. We got her just as we moved to  
Seminary.  She had been a steady loving presence through almost all of our  
marriage, our entire journey starting a family and serving the church. She took on 
the role of becoming a second mother to our children, thinking they were her own 
pups. She taught us about unconditional love and impacted our lives in deep and profound ways.  
     A lot of people would ask if or when we would be getting another dog. I think we knew eventually we 
would get another dog, we are dog people after all, but it also felt too soon. We still had grieving to do  
as a family. Jessica and I had started having preliminary conversations about whether we would start  
considering getting another dog and what that might look like for our family. We both were in agreement 
that sometime we would get another dog, but that time probably wasn’t going to happen soon.  

     It’s funny how things work out sometimes and looking back you see  
God’s hand at work in so many different ways. I believe those conversations 
we had were God opening our hearts up —telling us we were ready for  
another dog.  On Saturday December 11th, at about 2pm Jessica saw a post 
on Facebook about a bunch a puppies that were transferred to the Souris 
Valley Animal Shelter in Minot. She half joked with me about one of the 
puppies and as I looked at the puppy and scrolled through the post, the very 
last puppy caught my eye. I messaged back to Jessica, “I’m not sure about 
that puppy you shared, but what about the last one?” I was half joking and  
figured she would just laugh. Well, wouldn’t you know it, by 4pm we had 
talked to the kids to get their input and were getting on the road to drive up 
to meet this puppy before the shelter closed at 6pm.  
     So many things fell into place and seemed to just be “meant to be.” The 

lady we spoke to at the shelter understood we would probably be late and assured us she would stay and 
wait for us. It just so happened that it was the 3rd week of Advent, the week of Joy, and guess what the 
puppy’s name was?! JOY!! She was so sweet and took to the kids right away. She has already brought so 
much joy into our lives. God has turned our mourning into joy through the gift of Joy!  
    This adventure was not planned out. It was incredibly spur of the moment and spontaneous and so very 
much not like Jessica and I. If we had not been open, if we had not made our hearts available, if we had 
stuck to our plan, we would not have Joy in our lives now.  
     Is she a lot of work? Yes. Is she waking us up in the middle of the night? Yes. Is she causing chaos all over 
the house? Most definitely. But she is also giving us joy and love that we could never have planned for.  
     God works in mysterious ways and often we get in our own way keeping ourselves blind to what God is 
up to. What is God up to in your life? Maybe God isn’t calling you into adopting a puppy, but I bet God is 
calling you to something. Don’t be afraid to be open to God’s movement in your lives. You never know 
what will happen, but I assure you it will bring more love and joy into your lives. 
In Christ, 
Pastor Derek 

Pastor Derek’s Parables 

Joy 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 
This Month’s Writer:  Deacon Beth Anderson, Associate for Leadership & Formation   

 Matthew 2:1,9-11 (NRSV) 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in  

Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came 

toJerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has 

been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star 

at its rising and have come to pay him homage. . .”  

When they had heard the king, they set out; and 

there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen 

at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the 

child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, 

they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the 

house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and 

they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening 

their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh.  

Several years ago, my daughters and I embarked  

on a non-traditional Christmas-gifting project. We  

had long upheld the tradition of sharing trays of  

homemade goodies with our neighbors on Christmas 

Eve.  That year, however, one of my girls was  

diagnosed with celiac disease shortly before the  

holidays. Having not yet mastered the art of gluten-

free baking, I wasn’t about to subject my neighbors to 

our early culinary experiments.  While we graciously 

received delicious treats from others, Christmas 

passed and we had nothing to share in return except 

a simple, “Thank you for thinking of us.” 

As the days of Christmas waned, my heart was drawn 

toward the coming of Epiphany.  Beginning January 

6th of each year, the church enters the season of 

Epiphany when we celebrate God’s light bursting into 

the world in the person of Jesus.  During this season, 

the readings we hear in worship remind us that just as 

the light of the star guided the magi to Jesus, the light 

of Christ comes and reveals who we are: children of 

God, beacons of the light of Christ called to share the 

good news of God’s love with all. 

 

So that year, instead of filling my counter with sugar 

and flour, my daughters and I filled it with wax and 

wicks.  We made candles marked with promises  

of Hope, Joy & Love.  We shared these with our 

neighbors, the ones we knew and the ones we didn’t, 

praying that when they lit them, whether in the long 

dark nights of January or throughout the year, they 

would know love. 

The wise men were drawn from a far-off place to pay 

homage to the Christ child.  This story reminds us  

that indeed, God comes in Christ for all the world. 

Everyone is welcome, and so are their gifts. 

Just as the wise men honored Christ with gold,  

frankincense, and myrrh, we too are invited to offer 

our gifts and talents. Whatever we bring—no matter 

how simple or non-traditional—God uses to ignite 

hope and love in our world. 

Like the wise men, may you too be overwhelmed with 

joy as Christ inspires you both to use your gifts to 

brighten your community and to receive the gifts of 

others with thanksgiving. 

A Blessed Epiphany to You! 

 

Synod Assembly 2022 

Sat. June 4 – Sun. June 5, 2022 

Grand Hotel, Minot 

Pre-Assembly Workshops 

will be held Fri. June 3 

Synod council approved a new schedule for synod 

assembly this year.  Rather than meeting on a 

weekday, the assembly will move to the weekend 

making it possible for members working during the 

week to attend.  A video sermon and manuscript 

based on the assembly theme will be provided to 

congregations in advance. We will worship together 

as a synod as members not attending the assembly 

can lead Sunday worship in the congregation.   

Pastors, deacons, synod authorized ministers and 

lay voting members will worship together at the  

assembly on Sunday. 

January 2022 
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On November 20, 2021, Faith Lutheran 

hosted a 4-hour suicide awareness and 

prevention workshop called safeTALK 

through LivingWorks, world leaders in suicide 

intervention training. Sponsored by the Faith 

Lutheran Endowment, this training was offered 

at a minimal cost to participants (only $10). Faith 

Lutheran members, area clergy, parents, and folks 

who work with veterans in our community came  to 

equip themselves to better provide safety to people in 

our community struggling with thoughts of suicide. 

 

Faith Lutheran member Sharon German had this to say  

about her experience: "I recently had the opportunity to  

attend the safeTALK training at Faith.  It was very informative  

and provided skills to identify those who may have thoughts of  

suicide and provided TALK steps to help that person find the  

resources they need.  This class was very impactful.  I plan to  

sign up for the next training program, ASIST.  The four-hour class 

went by very quickly and the class was engaged in learning and 

sharing. I sincerely appreciate we had the opportunity,  

provided by the Endowment Committee, at Faith." 

 

Workshop facilitator Glen Bloomstrom also shared words of 

gratitude: "Thanks for your kind partnership and advocacy 

for suicide prevention.  It was a real highlight to facilitate 

the safeTALK training at Faith Lutheran and meet the  

participants who took the time to participate in the 

workshop." 

 

Several area Lutheran pastors who attended the 

training were also inspired to begin working  

together to share this training throughout the 

Western North Dakota Synod. 

 

Thank you, Faith Lutheran, for your  

commitment to mental health and  

suicide awareness, and for the generosity 

of sponsoring this training through the  

endowment. 

Suicide Awareness Workshop 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

November General Fund: 
Revenues:  $42,870 
Expenditures:  $44,168 
 

To Date: 
Revenue: $475,924 + $70,600 PPP Funds  
Expenditures: $508,913  

CHURCH MEMORIALS 

For Endowment Fund, in memory of: 

   Harvey & Shirley Pedersen 
 

For Capital Improvements, in memory of: 

   Vi Pfenning 
 

For General Fund, in memory of:   

   Audrey West, mother of Glenna Kalahar  

Details can be found in the  

Memorial book  

in the Gathering Place.  

 I’m looking forward to this new year in the church library.  It is time to  

inventory materials and determine what belongs in the “out with the old” pile  

and accession new items to place on the shelves.  Thankfully, I have volunteers 

who have offered to help with that project.  

 

The proceeds from a previous Cookie Walk were designated for upgrades in the library. We are  

enjoying those that have been done and looking forward to the arrival of items that were ordered 

but have been delayed in shipping.  Watch for an announcement for an Open House reveal once 

the renovation is completed. 

 

If you haven’t visited your church library lately, resolve to do so in 2022.  You’ll be pleasantly  

surprised by the wide array of materials available for readers of all ages.  

Library Link  
by LeAnn Severson 
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 Gene & LeAnn Severson in memory of our parents & Judy Kocis 

 Ray Utter in honor of Bernice Utter 

 Hilbert & Crystal Martin in memory of loved ones 

 Delores Camp in memory of son & husband Harry 

 Allen & Diane Dockter in memory of loved ones 

 Marv & Diane Alveshere in memory of Shirley Alveshere & Julie Levos 

 Randy & Deb Diede in memory of Gustaf & Eleanore Diede, Gottlieb  

& Hertha Oster 

 Ray Utter in honor of Bernice Utter 

 Mavis Schell in memory of Alvin & other loved ones 

 Colleen Pressler in honor of my children 

 Amy Steiner in memory of Janene Nordloef & Judy Essler 

 Florence Baesler in memory of Gordon & other loved ones 

 Judy Hertz in memory of Heather M. Ryberg 

 Brad & Robin Jossart in memory of Jim & Toni Jossart 

 DuWayne & Donna Weigel in memory of Chrys & Scott 

 Heather Schmidt in memory of Jan Hugh 

 Dennis & Eileen Fallgatter in memory of Dean Fallgatter 

 Kevin & Myra Kosse in memory of James & Agnes Harchenko & Ralph Kosse 

 Joe & Linda Dietrich thankful for church family 

 Curt & Sandy Erickson in memory of Darrell Henson, Clarence Erickson,  

& Jean Foss 

 Marvin Roemmich in memory of Arlene Roemmich 

 Dave & Sue Anderson in memory of Sue’s niece 

 Aaron & Jody Isaak in memory of Kenny Schock 

 Todd Erickson in memory of Arnie Erickson 

TO THOSE WHO CONTRIBUTED TO  

OUR CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 

    Legend has it a girl named Maria was too poor to be able to offer a gift for the holidays.  
She was told by an angel to gather weeds from the roadside instead. When she placed the 
weeds by the church altar, crimson blossoms sprouted and later turned into poinsettias. 
From that point on, Franciscan friars began to use the plant sun holiday celebrations, as  
the star pattern of the leaves could symbolize the Star of Bethlehem while the red color  
symbolizes the sacrifice of the crucifixion.  
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Introducing Faith's New Member  
of the Missouri Slope Lutheran 
Care Center Board of Directors 
 
FLC member Lisa Bennett was recently appointed 
to fill Faith Lutheran's spot on the governing 
board of Missouri Slope Lutheran Care Center, 
which was held over the past few years by Diane 
Laub. Lisa has this to say about her new role: 
 

I am excited to represent Faith Lutheran Church 
on the Missouri Slope Lutheran Care Center 
board of directors. I have big shoes to fill, even 
though Diane was so much smaller than me.  
 

The mission of MSLCC  resonates with me. 
 

"Our Mission is: founded in Christian faith, we 
enrich lives with love and compassion. Our Vision 
is: to become a care center of learning and  
innovation." 
 

I am passionate about both children and  
Seniors.  My background in Early Childhood  
education and my experience as Site Manager at 
Burleigh County Senior Center seems to be the 

perfect fit to serve on the 
MSLCC board. The goal of 
having a childcare center  
on campus is so very  
exciting. The outcome is  
a win-win for both the  
children and the residents. 
Missouri Slope places the 
needs of their employees at a high level of  
importance. The need of quality Early Childhood 
programs will benefit the staff.  I feel that  
Missouri Slope is exceptional - they place value 
on both the residents and the employees. I look 
forward to representing you on the board and 
hope that if you have any concerns, questions or 
ideas, that you would let me know. 
 

How wonderful that all the local Lutheran 
Churches in our area worked together to  
incorporate Missouri Slope Lutheran Homes  
as a non-profit organization in 1962. 
MSLCC enriches the lives of the residents,  
tenants and staff still today. 
 

Thank you, Lisa, for your willingness to serve!  

The Women of Faith thank the  

congregation for their support in  

the Pie /Knoephla / Lefse Drive  

Thru that was held in November.  

These delicious items raised $1,931.00.  

The 20 remaining pies were donated to The  

Banquet. This total amount was distributed  

to the following: Camp of the Cross, Heaven's 

Helper's; Ministry on the Margins, ND Lutheran 

Campus Ministry, Bridges of Hope, WISE 

(Women in Seminary Education), Seminary  

students - Adam Barden & Colin Neuharth,  

Sunshine baskets, Tracy's Sanctuary House. 

Thank you to those who purchased  

the handcrafted Christmas ornaments  

in memory/or honor of your loved  

ones. The proceeds from the 

sale were used to purchase 

Christmas gifts for  

residents at Missouri Slope 

and items for the Fresh Start 

Kits Ministry at Bridges of 

Hope. The ornaments will be 

available for pick-up at the 

Concierge Table soon.  



Church School News 
 

Church School Offerings  

Thanks for your offerings of over $500 for  

the Dream Center!!! We will now begin a  

new collection.  
 

Christmas Program 

This year’s program was an amazing success.  

I had many positive comments. Thank you  

to parents, teachers, and kids for all their  

hard work.    
 

Pizza on Wednesday 
We are now able to eat in the church again I will be 
taking orders up to Wednesday at 1:00PM.  Please 
text or call the church to place your order.   

 
 

Confirmation News 
 

Acolyting  
A valuable part of our confirmation program is 
acolyting. I am having scheduling difficulties for 
Sunday as more of my youth have moved to 
Wednesday. If you are currently on Wednesday 
but wouldn't mind attending with your acolyte 
on a Sunday please let me know. Thank you.  
 

Mentor Program  
The mentoring program will be established very 
soon.  So be ready for your 8th/9th Grade youth 
to discuss and talk with their mentor. For youth 
in the mentor program and parents remember it 
is the duty of the confirmand to call and arrange 
meetings.   
 

Youth News 

Volunteer Opportunity   

We are looking for youth or adults to volunteer 

to be trained to work with the new camera  

system. If you have a passion for technology 

come be a part of our television ministry.   
 

Activity 

If any youth ideas of what they would like to do 

for a gathering activity, please let Kenny 

know. We are trying to brainstorm activities to 

get our youth involved again.   
 

Youth Committee 

I am looking for volunteers for the youth  

committee.  We typically only meet a few times 

a year.  If interested please contact Kenny as 

soon as possible. Thanks.   

Kenny Opsal, Director of Education & Youth 
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Thank you so much for all your  

donations for the Cookie Walk. 

 We raised almost $2,400. The  

proceeds are going towards purchasing  

a new oven for the kitchen.  

Beer & Hymns is January 17th  

at the Bismarck Amvets. Hope to  

see you there. 
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Missouri Slope Lutheran Care 
Center in Need of Volunteers 
 

     One of Faith Lutheran Church’s ministry partners, 

Missouri Slope Lutheran Care Center, is in need  

of additional volunteers to assist in transitioning  

residents to their new North Campus over the next 

few months. There are opportunities to provide  

companionship and help to residents as they  

transition, and to assist with food service, cleaning, 

and grounds as the move continues.  

     More information can be found in the Volunteer 

Application Form or by calling the MSLCC volunteer  

coordinator at 701-223-9407.  

     Our Missions Task Group is also working on  

coordinating volunteers from Faith for this - contact 

Task Group Chair Tracy Schneider to indicate your  

interest in serving. 
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Faith Lutheran Church  

1402 E Avenue C   

Bismarck, ND  58501-4398 

www.faithbismarck.com 

(701)223-2236 
   

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

January - 2022 
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Heart River Bridges in Need 
     Our ministry partner Heart River Bridges of 

Hope is in need of items for Fresh Start Kits for 

youth and women leaving corrections. They can 

use any of the items on a rolling basis, but the 

things they are most in need of right now are 

shaving cream, deodorant, hairbrushes, water 

bottles, gift cards, and black or gray backpacks. 

Items may be dropped off at the church office.  

In Luke Chapter 4, we hear that one part of Jesus' 

mission is to bring release to the prisoners  

(verse 18). Let's join in supporting those who  

are making a fresh start after their release! 

http://www.bis-faith.org/
http://www.bis-faith.org/

