Wednesday, December 3, 2025
The First Wednesday of Advent

What Do You Fear?:
In the Time of Herod,
We Long for God to Break In
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Faith Lutheran Church

Mission Statement
"Building a welcoming, nurturing faith community that
is guided by Jesus and shares the Gospel."”

MINISTERS Every Member
SENIOR PASTOR Derek Harkins
ASSOCIATE PASTOR Sylvia Bull
1402 E Ave C Bismarck, ND 58501 faithbismarck.com

Pastoral Care Emergency Number: 701-595-0223 701-223-2236



ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

ANNOUNCEMENTS & WELCOME

BREATH PRAYER (CENTERING MOMENT)

OPENING SONG: ELW 257 “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” vv. 1 & 2
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

READING (see next page)

MONOLOGUE

RESPONSE: Luminaries of Hope

Design your luminary based on any of the following prompts (or follow your
heartl): What do you imagine the angel appearance was like for Zechariah?
What does hope look like? Draw something to represent facing your fears.

After you have finished your luminary, bring it up to the front (or have a friend
bring it for you) to receive an LED candle for it and place it on our display.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION & THE LORD’S PRAYER
COMMUNION

BLESSING

SENDING SONG: ELW 266 “All Earth Is Hopeful” *

DISMISSAL

*ELW = Red Hymnal; ACS = Purple Hymnal



READING
Reading: Luke 1:5-13
The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 1st Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord!

In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who
belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was descended from the
daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous
before God, living blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations
of the Lord. But they had no children because Elizabeth was barren, and both were
getting on in years.

Once when he was serving as priest before God during his section’s turn of duty,
he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the
sanctuary of the Lord to offer incense. Now at the time of the incense offering, the
whole assembly of the people was praying outside. Then there appeared to him an
angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. When Zechariah
saw him, he was terrified, and fear overwhelmed him. But the angel said to him,
“Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth
will bear you a son, and you will name him John.

The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ!

BRINGING IT HOME

Use this section, consisting of various elements from the “What Do You Fear?”
Theme to reflect on todays' passage.

Reflection Questions

e What do you think the angel meant by “Do not be afraid”? What was God asking
Zechariah not to be afraid of?

e Can you think of a time when someone told you something that gave you hope
while you were afraid? What was that like? How did you react?

e When the angel broke in, Zechariah was burning incense and performing other
rituals that were designed to invite God's presence. Do you think Zechariah
actually expected to see God in the temple? Do you expect to see God at
church? How would you react if an angel appeared in the middle of worship?



Bringing It Home Continued

e Zechariah lived in a time when the king was more interested in keeping power
and money than helping his people or serving God. The Roman Empire
controlled everything, so many people were afraid. Who in our world today is
living in fear? What message of hope do they/we need to hear?

e What reminds you of God's presence? What do you do when you need to
remember that God is with you?

In the Time of Herod, by Sarah Speed

| didn't live during Herod's time—that brutal, murderous king, God save his soul.
But even hundreds of years later, | know the prayers of his people.
| know the prayers of the mothers and the children under his rule.
| know the prayers of the young men under his angry arm.
| know their prayers, because anyone who has ever lived in this soft world for more
than two days
knows how to pray for a miracle.
We rub our hands together.
We fold weary shoulders in,
a cage of bone to protect our bleeding hearts.
We sing, we shall overcome and bind my wandering heart to thee.
We walk across bridges and in front of powerful buildings.
We cover our cars in stickers that scream, we will not give up!
We allow a hungry cry to slip from our lips,
giving our lament a life of its own (with room to dance!).
And when all of that is said and done, we whisper to our creator,
God, break through the yelling and the fear. Break through the violence and the
oppression.
Get past the Herods of this world, and come be here.
Like every bleeding heart before, we pray for a miracle.



Thank you for your offering of $8,430.73 for the week
of November 30th!

N
ﬁ HURCH Altar Flowers for the week are provided by Jack Smith.

I I‘ Announcements Thank you!

Please join us on Thursday, December 11" for a Scripture Circle led by U.S.
Jones, II! This powerful method of studying scripture focuses on details and
connections across Scripture. The event, hosted at Faith Lutheran, will start
with a light dinner at 5pm, and then study from 5:45pm-8pm. A free-will
offering will be taken if you feel moved to help supplement the speaker fee. Look
out for other Scripture Circle opportunities coming soon!

Make sure to join us on Sunday, December 14™ at 9:45am for our
Congregational Meeting. Come hear about and vote on the 2026 budget, new
Executive Committee members and Compass Group chairs, and hear about our
plans for the future. Hope to see you there!

Looking for a way to give this holiday season? In the Gathering Place, we have a
“Giving Tree” bulletin board with “wish lists” from local families available
from Global Neighbors and the Abused Adult Resource Center. On the board are
instructions on how to get donations to each organization. Help us to provide a fun
Christmas season to many local families in town!

Are you stressed out about our divisive political climate, yet unsure of how to
respond? Join for conversation and support as we build connections and
community on Monday, December 22nd at 5:15pm at Lucky's 13 (915 South
3rd St., Bismarck). Questions? Reach out to Pastor Sylvia.



Church Announcements Continued

We are currently collecting donations to help support local non-profits
during this period of increased food insecurity. Please bring donations of
meat, cheese, fruit and vegetables with longer shelf lives (examples include apples,
bananas, potatoes), boxed meals, and laundry detergent. Please let staff know
about any perishable food donations so we can make sure they make it
into the fridge or freezer! We will also be accepting monetary donations, so
please indicate your donations with “food” in the memo line of checks. Donations
will be split between Ministry on the Margins and the Lincoln Community
Cupboard at Peace Lutheran in Lincoln. Thank you for your generosity!

Looking to boost your communication skills and stretch your improvisational
muscles? Join us on Friday, December 19" from 5:45 to 7:15 PM at Faith
Lutheran Church for a playful, hands-on workshop in improv comedy and
drama. We'll cover the basics of good improv and create space for laughter,
creativity, and connection with others from the church and local community.

No experience needed — just a willingness to say “yes, and!” Teenagers are
welcome with adult supervision. No RSVP required, but feel free to reach out with
questions at joseph.michalka@gmail.com. Newcomers are always welcome!

We are currently seeing if there is any interest in a ski trip the weekend of
Presidents’ Day (February 16). If you are interested, please let Kenny know!
More details available in mid to late December.

Message: Pastor Derek Harkins
Liturgy: Pastor Sylvia Bull
Music: Dmytro Somkin

Front Bulletin Image, Slide and Advertising Graphics (Graphic design by Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman, Photography by Rev. Lisle
Gwynn Garrity), portions of the liturgy (by Rev. Sarah Speed), “In the Time of Herod” poem (by Rev. Sarah Speed) and Reflection
Questions (by Rev. Anna Strickland) from A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org. Bulletin texts from Sundays and Seasons.com.

Copyright 2025. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #26214. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Service and Hymns printed in this
bulletin—unless in the public domain—are covered by CCLI License 2214977 and One License.net #A-704330.(All rights
reserved) Permissions for live-streaming also covered by One License and CCLI.
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CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS
At Faith Lutheran

The Faith Lutheran Crafters have ornaments for sale in honor or memory of
loved ones again this year! These can be purchased for $5 between services on
December 7™, or by calling the office. The ornaments will hang on the church tree
during the Christmas season, and will be available for pick-up as a keepsake starting in
January. Proceeds will go to a mission or need in the church, to be decided at a later
date.

Join us on Wednesdays in Advent for a Soup Lunch at 11:15am, and 12pm
Midweek Worship Service, along with our usual 7pm Worship Service.

Please join us for the Men's Christmas Supper tomorrow, December 4™ at 6pm.
Meal consists of traditional ham, potatoes, green beans and bars, with carol singing
and a freewill offering going toward various food pantries. If anyone requires
transportation, please contact the church with your name and address and
arrangements will be made. Sign ups available now to bring bars!

Join us on Saturday, December 13" at 9am for our Annual Cookie Walk! Sign
ups to work the event and bake cookies are available now near the Coffee Hour
area. Ingredients are also available upon request if you need assistance.

This year we will be having a Community Longest Night Service on Sunday,
December 21 at 4pm, hosted here at Faith Lutheran. This worship service is for all
those who are grieving or struggling during the holiday season. In song, prayer,
and contemplation, we offer our grief to God, trusting that we are held. Free will
offering will go to Soul 57, a local non-profit that provides free support to children,
youth, and their families, who are going through a time of grief.

Make sure to join us on Wednesday, December 24™ at 3pm, 5pm, and 11pm for
our Christmas Eve services, and Thursday, December 25" at 10am for our
Christmas Day service! Be on the lookout for Worship Assistant sign-ups coming
soon!

Help us decorate our Hat and Mittens Tree! The hats, mittens, and scarves used to
decorate our tree will be donated to local non-profits. Look for the tree out in the
Gathering Place!



Thursday, December 4

9:00 Esther Circle

6:00 Men of Faith Christmas
Supper

Friday, December 5
8:00 NA

Saturday, December 6

Sunday, December 7

8:30 Worship

9:45 Christmas Program Practice
11:00 Worship

4:00 Cub Scouts
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Monday, December 8

5:45 Young Adult Event
7:00 AA

Tuesday, December 9

9:00
2:00
7:00

Quilting
Crafts
Scouts

Wednesday, December 10

10:00 Bible Study
11:15 Soup Lunch
12:00 Worship

5:30
6:00
6:00
6:00
7:00

Handbells

6™ & 7" Grade P/S

8™/9™ Confirmation
Christmas Program Practice
Worship

GAS AND GROCERY

GIFT CARDS

For the month of December, we are asking for

— - donations of gas and grocery gift cards. These gift

cards will be kept at Faith Lutheran Church, and

handed out to those in need that are members of our
church, as well as people in our community that reach

out to us for assistance. All amounts are greatly

appreciated! Please write the amount on each gift card
with pen or marker. Thank you for your generosity!

How does God's love abide in anyone who has the world's goods and
sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? - 1 John 3:17
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