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1402 East Avenue C, Bismarck, ND 58501
Phone: 701-223-2236 Fax: 701-223-0485
After Hours Emergency Line: 701-595-0223
www.faithbismarck.com

MISSION STATEMENT
"We are building a welcoming, nurturing
faith community that is guided by Jesus
and shares the Gospel."

FAITH LUTHERAN
CHURCH CLERGY
Pastor Derek Harkins
(Fridays off)
Pastor Sylvia Bull
(Fridays off)

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
SUNDAY: 8:30 & 11am
LIVESTREAM AT 8:30am
WEDNESDAY: 7:00pm
OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday
8:00 AM - 12 PM
1:00 PM - 5 PM
Friday: 8:00 AM - Noon
Pastoral Care
Emergency Number
701-595-0223
Answering machine is available
evenings and weekends when
the office is not staffed.
Office is not open during the
lunch hour.

FLC Executive Team
Jim Sheldon, Chair
Avis Pedersen, Vice-Chair
Lyla Timm, Vice-Chair
Mark Schneider, Secretary
Matthew Nygard, Treasurer

Pastoral Ministries
Baptisms:
Bennett Paul Youle
Funerals:
Allen Scherer
Norman Dorgan

The deadline to submit information to the
News and Views newsletter is the 10th of
each month prior to the next newsletter.
The church bulletin deadline is at noon on
Tuesday for the coming Sunday bulletin.
Articles, schedules, etc., can be sent to:
communications.bisfaith@gmail.com
For additional information, call the church
office at 701-223-2236

FINANCIAL UPDATE
September General
Fund:
Revenues: $40,596
Expenditures: $48,228
To Date:
Revenue: $386,347
Expenditures: $422,455

Church Memorials
For ENDOWMENT FUND, in memory of:
Donald Wahl
For BUS, in memory of:
Elroy Dockter
For THE BANQUET, in memory of:
Jonathan Fischer
For MUSIC, in memory of:
Joan Leer
Jerry Isaak, brother of Jim Isaak
Details can be found in the Memorial Book in the
Gathering Place.

Pastor Derek's Parables
Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to
our likeness…”
So God created humankind in God’s image, in the image of God,
God created them.
-Genesis 1:26-27

Grace and peace to you, sisters and brothers in Christ!
We have recently entered into our Growth in Giving Campaign “Dream Bigger.” This is a
campaign that your Stewardship Team has worked faithfully on and I’m very excited about it.
I’m excited because what we hope to challenge you to do is to dream and ask the question “What
if?” This isn’t a regular giving campaign where we want to ask you to give a little extra to meet
the budget. We want you to dream bigger and wonder what if our generosity was greater than
our budget.
I’ve read, listened to, and seen many different teachings on the topic of Stewardship. “We are
blessed to be a blessing.” “It’s just what you’re supposed to do.” “Give and you shall receive.” It
didn’t matter if it was teaching on tithing (giving ten percent), or encouraging to give of time,
talent, and treasures, there always seemed to be an underlying message of obligation. A sense of
obligation and duty can be a good thing. It can inspire. It can help order our life and keep us
focused. However, I don’t think I was ever sold on the idea that God wants us to be generous out
of a sense of obligation. Can generosity be generosity if it’s tied to obligation? I wasn’t so sure.
And then I heard a sermon that changed my perspective, changed my heart towards
stewardship, and in the end had a profound impact on my faith journey.
The overarching message of the sermon was based on Genesis 1:26-27, “Then God said, ‘Let us
make humankind in our image, according to our likeness…’ So God created humankind in God’s
image, in the image of God, God created them.” This is a familiar story of creation that is often
used, mostly to distinguish humans from the rest of creation. That day, however, the preacher
made the connection for me that part of God’s very nature is generosity. God has given us
everything — the food we eat, the water we have to drink, the air we have to breath. God has
gifted us with other humans to love, other creatures to care for and be cared by, and an entire
universe filled with the very things we need for our lives to be sustained. Our existence was and
continues to be a gift. To top it all off, God out of gracious generosity, came among us in God’s
Son, Jesus, and conquered death so that we would be gifted life forever. A very profound aspect
of God’s very nature is generosity.
So, what does it mean for us to be created in God’s image? We too have a nature of generosity
embedded deep within our beings! When we are generous and giving beyond ourselves, we are
actually then reflecting God’s image that’s within us and we are living as God created us to be.
Continued on page 4

Pastor Derek's Parables (continued)
If this is the case, then our call to generosity does not come from a sense of obligation, but
instead being generous is actually living out who we were created to be. When we are generous,
whether it’s our time, money, or talents, then we are living into our true nature and the image of
God is revealed in us.
With that in mind, what if we lived out of God’s likeness of generosity that we have been shaped
and formed with? What if we dreamed bigger than just the minimum? What if God’s abundant
generosity truly does flow through us? How might that change how we see the world, our
community, and our church?
In Christ,
Pastor Derek

Advent begins November 27th
Midweek services begin
Wednesday, November 30

Growth in Giving
Dream Bigger!
September Giving

$40,570.61

September Expenses

$48,228.05

Difference

-$7,657.44

YTD Difference

-$36,123.06

Some dreams we have:
Youth: Creating spaces and
events
Mission: Continued Support of
Camp of the Cross Ministry
Community: Hosting Boy Scouts
and other community groups

The Faith Lutheran Crafters have created a Christmas tree
ornament that can be purchased to memorialize a loved one or
to honor a family member or someone special to you.
The ornaments will hang on the church tree during the Christmas
season. When the ornaments are removed from the tree in
January, they will be returned to the purchaser as a keepsake.
These ornaments will be available for purchase at $5 each
between services on November 20, 27 and December 4th. You
can also call the church office to reserve them. The proceeds
from the sale of the ornaments will be given to a mission or need
within the church and/or community yet to be determined.

Library Link
by LeAnn Severson
North Dakota became a state on November 2,1889. In the 133 years since, there have
been many stories to tell about the state’s history. Our church library has several books
telling these stories and other books written by North Dakota authors. Some of the books
are on display in the library for easy access.
Perhaps you will be interested in reading DAKOTA DIASPORA. In her book, Sophie Trupin
tell the story of her parents immigrating to America and becoming Jewish homesteaders in
the Wilton and Wing area. Her memoir tells of the many struggles they faced in this
desolate land.
Books by local authors from the Germans from Russia Heritage collection include DAKOTA
KRAUT, a memoir by Ron Vossler and HEIMAT by Shirley Wegner Nitschke. NOTHING TO
DO BUT STAY by Carrie Young tells the true story of the author’s mother who, as a single
25 year old woman, staked out her own 160-acre homestead on the North Dakota prairie.
Children will enjoy reading Tim Kessler’s Native American legend WHEN GOD MADE THE
DAKOTAS. Reading this book helps us to find beauty and joy in what surrounds you. P is
for PEACE GARDEN: A NORTH DAKOTA ALPHABET provides readers with a guided A-Z tour
of our state. When I read the entry for the letter K, I knew this book belonged in our
church library!

A message from the Office of the Bishop
The Rev. Bradley Dokken Joins Western ND Synod Staff
On August 16, 2022, the Western North Dakota Synod Council
voted unanimously to extend a call to the Rev. Bradley Lars Dokken.
Pr. Dokken will serve as Associate with the Bishop for Leadership,
Candidacy, and Call. Welcome, Pr. Dokken to the Western North
Dakota Synod staff team!!
Pr. Dokken is a western North Dakota native, growing up in the Crosby area. His previous
calls include Director of Youth and Family Ministries for the Watford City Area Lutheran
Parish and First Lutheran Church in Williston. He has served three congregations as
pastor; St John’s in Marion WI, Peace Lutheran Church in Oshkosh WI and is currently
serving as an intentional interim for English Lutheran in Hazen. Camping ministry is also
an important part of his call to ministry, having spent several summers working at Upper
Missouri Ministries in Epping. Pr. Dokken is a 2012 Wartburg Seminary graduate and was
ordained to the ministry of word and sacrament on August 4, 2012. His spouse, the Rev.
Stephanie Lorenz, is also a rostered minister in the ELCA and is currently serving as a
chaplain at Sanford Health in Bismarck. They are proud dog parents to Gus, an 18-monthold Goldendoodle.
Pr. Dokken’s philosophy when it comes to ministry is to remind people that God loves
them and meets them where they are at. He loves to hear people’s stories and help them
see how we are all connected. We live in a world that desperately wants to know that they
matter and belong; it is our calling as God’s beloved to help others know how deeply God
loves them.
He is an avid baseball and football fan, cheering on The Minnesota Twins and Vikings,
along with being a life-long Chicago Cubs fan. He is also active in community theater
productions, loves a good mystery novel, and is constantly in search of the best piece of
bread pudding. He and his wife love going to Walt Disney World any chance they get and
can be found enjoying local restaurants when possible.
Western North Dakota Synod Vice-President Bruce Carlson said, “We welcome Pr. Dokken
to the synod staff team and are excited to see how God will work through him in our
shared mission and ministry to encourage and equip the ministries of our synod.”

Gospel Seeds Continued
“I am deeply humbled to be called to this ministry,” Pr. Dokken offers, “and to have the
opportunity to walk alongside people as they are discovering what God is up to in their lives.
I am grateful to Deacon Anderson and the ministry she has provided and will continue to
provide for our synod. I am thrilled to join the staff of the Western North Dakota Synod as
we look at how we can do ministry in diverse settings to best serve God’s people.”
Reflecting on this change within our synod’s staff team, Bishop Craig Schweitzer said, “I am
overwhelmed by the Spirit’s work across this church as we have engaged in a season of
celebration for the ministry of Deacon Beth Anderson, listened for what God might be calling
us into next, and embraced holy conversations with candidates who imagined a call to synod
ministry as an exciting new opportunity. I give thanks for Deacon Anderson’s fourteen years
of service to our synod and I’m excited to begin serving with Pr. Dokken. His wealth of
knowledge of congregational systems and leadership challenges, deep love for the
landscape and people of western North Dakota, and unending passion for sharing the love
of Jesus will be a great asset for our synod’s future mission and ministry.”
Pr. Dokken’s call to the synod begins on September 1, 2022.

Friends in
My Friends in Faith,
A Catholic, a Jew, a Methodist, and a member of the American Reformed Church gave
comfort and aid to others instead of saving themselves. These men were the four
chaplains on board the SS Dorchester that was torpedoed by the German submarine
U-233 in the early morning hours of February 3, 1943.
Of the nearly 900 men on board, 230 survived. One of those survivors was Orlando
“Duke” Ellingson. A fellow Highway Department employee, he told of this experience in
the January 1973 issue of the Department’s Shop Talk magazine. Duke recounted “Just
before it (the Dorchester) finally disappeared a ray of moonlight filled the deck bathing
the four chaplains in its brilliance.”
Orlando, the head of our Safety Responsibility Division was a lay minister. He served
American Lutheran Church parishes in western North Dakota. Duke said the general
theme of his sermons was Driving Safety. Like the four chaplains who saved lives of
men they didn’t know, so did he in his promotion of safe driving.
We meet strangers most every day. When we do we need to act like the four chaplains
and Duke. Provide them small gifts like a smile, a hello, and a tip your hat. And you too,
may likely save the life of someone you don’t know.
Ben Kubischta
5 October 2022, 9:07 am

Watch for the
Cookie Walk on
December 10th

Church School News
1st Quarter Church School offering is going towards Samaritans Purse. They are an
international relief organization.
We have teachers in place for both Sunday and Wednesday so that is good news. I would like to
say that most of our teachers are young and they need our support. Also, I believe it has been a
challenging time because we have lost two years of classroom behavior norms as well as social
interaction. And consequently, we have had some more behavior issues than normal. Please help
us reinforce proper classroom behavior.

Confirmation News

We will be contacting people in the future to be a mentor for our youth. It is a great chance to
have a few meetings with one of our youth.
Acolyting Schedule for Sunday in November
8:30 AM- Willow Davis & Nathaniel Capan
11:00AM- June Robinson & Aiden Kottsick
Acolyting Schedule for Wednesday in November
Acolyte- Reed Romsaas, Riley Hoff, Easton Schriock
Worship Assistant- Tavyn Carson

Youth News
We are still looking for creative ideas. We also could use some committee members. If interested,
or if you have any ideas, contact Kenny or Amy Groce. Thank You.

Calendar Updates

The Church Office will be closed:
Friday, November 11 (Veterans Day)
Thursday, November 24 (Thanksgiving Day)
Friday, November 25
NO Church School:
November 9 and 13
November 23 and 27

Christmas Program
Wednesday, December 14
7pm &
Sunday, December 18
11am
Please join us for our Church School
Christmas Program this year!
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