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1402 East Avenue C, Bismarck, ND 58501
Phone: 701-223-2236 Fax: 701-223-0485
After Hours Emergency Line: 701-595-0223
www.faithbismarck.com

“We are building a welcoming, nurturing
faith community that is guided
by Jesus and shares the Gospel.”

FAITH LUTHERAN
CHURCH CLERGY
Pastor Derek Harkins
(Fridays off)
Pastor Sylvia Bull
(Fridays off)
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
SUNDAY: 8:30 & 11 am
WEDNESDAY 7:00 pm
Online and Indoor
OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday
8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Friday: 8:00 am - Noon
Pastoral Care
Emergency Number
701-595-0223

Answering machine is
available evenings and
weekends when the
office is not staffed.
Office is generally open
during the lunch hour.

FLC Executive Team
Jennifer Prince, Chair
Amy Groce, Vice-Chair
Jim Sheldon, Vice-Chair
Steve Sundvor, Secretary
Matthew Nygard, Treasurer

Pastoral Ministries
Baptism
Brittany Rebhun
Aspyn Lynn Kudrna

Funerals
Delores Mattis (Burial)
Michelle Skaley

The deadline to submit information to
the News and Views
newsletter is the 10th of each month
prior to the next newsletter.
The Church bulletin deadline each week
is at noon on Tuesday for
the coming Sunday bulletin. Articles,
schedules, etc., can be
sent by email to
donna.bisfaith@gmail.com.
For additional information,
call the church office at 701-223-2236.

Pastor Sylvia’s Parables
“And God said, “let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild
animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind…
and God saw that it was good.” Genesis 1:24-25
Many of you know that I got a puppy this past February - a
toy poodle named Doris. She weighs about 6 pounds and has a
personality that is far bigger than her size. One of the best
pieces of advice about having a dog that I received when I first
got Doris was from my friend Pastor Joe Natwick. He wrote
me a note that said that a dog would bring great joy into my
life and teach me many things about God, the world, and
myself. He also said that one of the most important things to
remember is that my dog is just that - a dog.
And it turns out that he was right! Doris is, in fact, a dog.
And as much as I would sometimes like her to think like a
rational adult human or understand English, she does not. Because
she is a dog. She is what God created her to be and has no pretensions
to be anything else. She is fully herself at all times - joyful, free, loving,
mischievous, curious, and bouncy.

What freedom there must be in that! And what a better life we have
together when I remember who Doris is and allow her to be that. The
creation story in Genesis tells us that God created all the creatures of the
earth of every kind and saw that they were good. Not after they had done
anything or served anyone (people didn’t even exist yet!), but just as they
were because God made them and said so.
What would our lives be like if we looked around at the creatures and humans that God made and saw
them as good? Not because of anything they did for us or because they behave like we want them to, but
just because God made them. How might God be inviting us to see each other, ourselves, and the world
with new eyes? How might our relationships be changed by allowing God’s people and creatures to be who
they are? What new closeness might we find? What might we learn?
Doris doesn’t always do what I say (although she’s pretty good) or act the way I expect, but our
relationship is always closest when I remember that she is a dog and give thanks that God made her and
brought her into my life. May we offer each other and all God’s creatures the same grace and gratitude
that we have first been shown in Christ. Amen.
In Christ,
Pastor Sylvia
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Many thanks to all those who walked, donated to, prayed for, or
otherwise supported the Out of the Darkness Suicide Prevention Walk
this past Sunday. Our congregation's team raised over $2,000 that will
go directly to suicide prevention efforts in our community. Our voice as a
community of faith that speaks openly about suicide and our presence as
a place where experiences of suicide thoughts and loss can be shared
without judgment make a difference in our community. God desires
abundant life for all people in the here and now; with healing, there is
hope. We lift our voices to say, "Do not harm yourself, we are all here." If
you or someone you know is struggling with thoughts of suicide, call the
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-273-8255 or text HOME to
741741. If you want to talk more about how we can respond to suicide as
a community of faith, please contact Pastor Derek or Pastor Sylvia at the
church office.
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FLC's Executive Committee has reviewed and revised our existing guidelines for worship and activities as
we continue to deal with the rise of COVID cases in our community. They have worked diligently and prayerfully with God's commands to love God and love neighbor at the center of their conversations and decisions.
If you have any questions about our guidelines, please contact a member of the Executive Committee, Pastor
Derek, or Pastor Sylvia. Please also pray for your leaders, that they may continue to be guided and upheld by
God's Spirit, as it is a challenging time to be leading any community.

Library Link
by LeAnn Severson
After reading Christina
Baker Kline’s ORPHAN
TRAIN (based on the
trains carrying abandoned
children from the East Coast to Midwest farmlands from 1854-1929), my interest was piqued to
read NO OCEAN TOO WIDE by Carrie Turansky.
Inspired by true events surrounding the British
Home Children between 1869-1939 where poor
British children were emigrated to Canada with
the promise of a better life. Sadly, most worked
as indentured farm laborers or household
servants until they were eighteen.

In this book, Turansky imagines the fictional
McAlister family unjustly torn apart from their poor
and ill mother by this system. The eldest sibling,
Laura, launches into a desperate search for them.

For those who have read this book, I recently
purchased the sequel, NO JOURNEY TOO FAR.
In this book she continues the McAlister’s
desperate fight to reunite the family and the
extreme difficulties they encounter.
These books are on display in the library and
available for check-out.
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Kenny Opsal, Director of Education & Youth

FINANCIAL UPDATE
August Revenues: $46,020
August Expenditures: $48,136
General Fund Revenues to Date
$344,422 +
$70,600 PPP Loan Forgiveness
General Fund Revenues to Date
$344,422 +
$70,600 PPP Loan Forgiveness
General Fund Expenditures to Date
$376,997

CHURCH MEMORIALS
For Endowment Fund, in memory of:
Eunice Grenz
Paul Germolus
Corinne Renner
For Seminary Scholarships, in memory
of: Eunice Grenz
For FLCW for LWR Shipping in
memory of: Eunice Grenz
For Confirmation Program, in memory
of: Corinne Renner
For Mental Wellness Program, in
memory of: Paul Germolus
Details can be found in the Memorial book
in the Gathering Place.
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It has been great having church
school back and meeting in
person. While it has been great to
see everyone, we have had some
changes. More people have been transferring
from Sunday to Wednesday. This has been
great for Wednesdays as we have had plenty
of volunteers. However, Sunday has been a
challenge. If anyone is interested in helping on
Sundays please let me know.

Confirmation has been great. Please remember
that a vital part of our confirmation program is
acolyting. We are scheduling on a month to
month basis. If you are scheduled please call
Kenny in advance if you cannot make it.
Congratulations to the congregation on
helping our youth group earn another $1,000
in receipts. That money will go towards our
2022 ELCA National Youth Gathering in
Minneapolis. It will be my goal to try to get
another $1,000 in receipts before July of next
year. So please keep turning those receipts
coming in.

"I hereby command you: Be strong and
courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for
the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”
Joshua 1:9
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Jesus said to them:
“It is not for you to know the times or dates
the Father has set by his own authority.”
Acts 1:7
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