
1402 East Avenue C, Bismarck, ND 58501

Phone: 701-223-2236   Fax: 701-223-0485
After Hours Emergency Line: 701-595-0223

www.faithbismarck.com

Sunday Advent Services
Nov. 27, Dec. 4, 11, 18 at 8:30 and 11:00

 

Midweek Advent Services 
Nov. 30, Dec. 7 & 21 at 7 pm

 

Christmas Program 
Wednesday, December 14 at 7 pm & Sunday,

December 18 at 11 am
 

Longest Night Service
Wednesday, December 21 at 5:30 pm

 

Christmas Eve Services
Saturday, Dec. 24 

2 pm, 4 pm, 6pm and 11pm
 

Christmas Day Service
Sunday, December 25 at 10 am

 

New Year's Day Service
Sunday, January 1 at 10 am
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MISSION STATEMENT
"We are building a welcoming, nurturing
faith community that is guided by Jesus

and shares the Gospel."

FAITH LUTHERAN 
CHURCH CLERGY

Pastor Derek Harkins
(Fridays off)

 

Pastor Sylvia Bull
(Fridays off)

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
SUNDAY: 8:30 & 11am

LIVESTREAM AT 8:30am
WEDNESDAY: 7:00pm

 
OFFICE HOURS

Monday - Thursday
8:00 AM - 12 PM
1:00 PM - 5 PM

Friday: 8:00 AM - Noon
 

Pastoral Care 
Emergency Number

701-595-0223

Answering machine is available
evenings and weekends when

the office is not staffed. 
 

Office is not open during the
lunch hour.

Advent and Christmas Schedule



FLC Executive Team

Jim Sheldon, Chair
Avis Pedersen, Vice-Chair
Lyla Timm, Vice-Chair
Mark Schneider, Secretary
Matthew Nygard, Treasurer

Pastoral Ministries
Funerals: 
Lois Schock

FINANCIAL UPDATE
October General Fund:
Revenues: $48,262
Expenditures: $45,641
To Date:
Revenue: $434,584
Expenditures: $468,086

The deadline to submit information to the
News and Views newsletter is the 10th of
each month prior to the next newsletter.
The church bulletin deadline is at noon on
Tuesday for the coming Sunday bulletin. 
Articles, schedules, etc., can be sent to:
communications.bisfaith@gmail.com
For additional information, call the church
office at 701-223-2236

Church Memorials
For ENDOWMENT FUND, in memory of: 
Donald Wahl
For MEN OF FAITH, in memory of:
Donald Wahl

Details can be found in the Memorial Book in the
Gathering Place.



If you like to sing, come join our Faith Lutheran Choir for fun and fellowship. We would love to have you!
We're currently working on EXCITING pieces for Thanksgiving and Christmas. Please watch the bulletin for
choir days and times, as that will be changing soon. Come and "Sing to the Lord a New Song"!

Thanks!
Janine Johannes, Music Leader

The Faith Lutheran Crafters have created a Christmas tree ornament
that can be purchased to memorialize a loved one or to honor a
family member or someone special to you. 
The ornaments will hang on the church tree during the Christmas
season. When the ornaments are removed from the tree in January,
they will be returned to the purchaser as a keepsake. These
ornaments will be available for purchase at $5 each between services
on November 20, 27 and December 4th. You can also call the church
office to reserve them. The proceeds from the sale of the ornaments
will be given to a mission or need within the church and/or
community yet to be determined.

Welcome to Our New Members!
During Reformation Week (October 26 and October 30), we welcomed several new members! Make sure

to greet them as you see them at Worship and Church events!
For more information on becoming a member, contact Pastor Derek, Pastor Sylvia, or call the church

office.

L-R: Bradley and Harriet Carroll L-R: Jayme Rowley, Scott Webb,
Nikki Webb, Sue Rydberg, Alice
Grove 

L-R: Ross Reinbold, Matt
McCleary, Caitlin Angermeyer

Join 
the

Choir
!



Hello! My name is Caitlin Angermeyer, and I'm the new
Communications Assistant here at Faith Lutheran! I'm
from Charlotte, NC, where I went to school at UNC
Asheville for my Bachelors in Drama and German, as
well as Gardner-Webb for my Masters in Divinity. My
friend convinced me to move to Bismarck, and I got
here July 4, 2021. I met my fiance, Matt, online a few
weeks before I moved, and we finally met in person at
the Capitol, just before the fireworks for July 4. We'll be
getting married this summer! Also pictured is our 1
year old Yorkie, Franklin. 

In my free time, you can find me knitting and crocheting, watching movies, reading, and
taking our dog on walks. I will be working mornings in the office from Monday through
Friday, when I'll be answering the phone, working on the bulletins, slideshows, the
newsletter, and whatever else needs to get done! Thank you for the welcome I've already
received as a new employee and new member. I can't wait to see what the future holds!

New Staff



Perhaps this is not so different from the birth of Jesus to the line of King David, many many
years after the glory days of the Kingdom of Israel and Judah. The coming of the promised
Messiah, who would fulfill God’s covenant to David, must have seemed pretty far-fetched to
the people in a time of oppression under Roman occupation. And yet, a new shoot comes
forth in an unexpected place, time, and circumstance when Jesus is born. 

This year during Advent, both on Sundays and in our Midweek Advent services, we will reflect
on God’s surprising ability to bring joy, community, redemption, and justice even through the
most messed up situations and people, using Barn Geese Worship’s series OUT OF THE BLUE.
One image we will use is the image of the Jesse Tree - a visual depiction of the genealogy of
Jesus that combines the stories of the ancestors of Jesus with the image of the stump of Jesse
from the prophet Isaiah. It’s a root thought to be dead that nevertheless brings forth new life,
growing into a great tree of God’s people that include you and me today!

Pastor Sylvia's Parables
“A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse,
   and a branch shall grow out of his roots.” - Isaiah 11:1

A few months ago, I was doing my weekly houseplant watering
and - BAM - I was astonished to find a new leaf poking out of a
plant I thought had been long dead. I couldn’t believe it! I
thought there was no life left in that plant and yet, out of the
blue comes a shoot. 

On Wednesdays, we will dig into the stories of Jesus’
lesser-known ancestors, and build up our own Jesse tree in
our worship space. You’ll also be invited to reflect on their
stories with a weekly devotion, and to consider creating a
found-object Jesse tree at home as we honor Jesus’
complicated family tree (made up of criminals, outsiders,
and refugees, to name a few) and consider our own place
within it.

I hope you will join us on this Advent journey, and that you
will be blessed and caught up by God’s love, grace, and
presence - out of the blue - as we worship together.

During the often-hectic holiday season, may you be rooted
in the knowledge of your own belovedness and receive
God’s very self as the greatest and most important gift of
all.

In Christ,
Pastor Sylvia



Dear members of Faith Lutheran:

The leadership team at Missouri Slope wants to thank you again for your generous support
towards our Chapel through your Love Your Neighbor campaign. You set a goal of $20,000
and you raised $22,700! What an incredible gift. THANK YOU!

The income raised for our chapel is going to help furnish various expenses related to the chapel,
including the projection screen, sound system, cross, alter, and candlesticks for example. Our chapel is
very functional today, but we want to create a sanctuary where our
residents and their families can embrace and enhance their relationship with a God of their
understanding.

Our future goals are to add new lighting fixtures, ceiling tiles and wall enhancements. A new rendering
will be displayed at our campus soon. The stained glass windows have been designed, and ordered. We
are waiting on installation. All these added amenities will definitely create a more spiritual and peaceful
space.
Thank you again for your support and generosity. Faith Lutheran will be recognized at Missouri Slope as
a major contributor to the Chapel. We couldn’t do this without the commitment of our member
churches.

A Message from Missouri Slope

Annual Cookie Walk
Saturday, December 10

9am-Sold Out
We will also be offering unique Christmas Crafts, and other baked goods

Sign-ups for baking cookies and working the
event can be found on the Concierge Table

Cookies can be dropped off starting Friday,
December 9. Call the office if you need

someone to pick them up.

Proceeds will go toward church improvements.



Friends in 

October Giving $48,262

October Expenses $45,641

Difference $2,621

YTD Difference - $33,502

My Friends in Faith,
Our lives and the things we do in them change. One of those changes has been the ordering of
goods on-line. An adverse impact of this benefit is that we have less contact with people who
work in the stores we buy from. It is my belief that the more people I have contact with the better
my life will be.
When it is my turn to get supplies, I am at the store early in the morning. Being there before the
busyness of the day, I get to know the people stocking the shelves and those at the checkout. This
allows me to have conversations with folks and learn their stories.
At a big-box store this morning, a conversation with a lady began with deer hunting which led to
her first husband who died in 2015. A year later a granddaughter was born. When that little girl
began to draw pictures, she drew one of two people on a mountain. Her mother asked her to tell
her about the picture she drew. The little girl said those people were her grandmother and
grandfather. No one had ever told her that being in the mountains was one of their favorite
places.
God works in mysterious ways.
Ben Kubischta
4 November 2022, 10:04 am

Growth in 
Giving

Dream Bigger!

Library Link
by LeAnn Severson

Our church library has been decked out for the
Christmas season and all Advent/Christmas
themed books and DVDs
have been pulled and are on display in the
window shelves, on the counters and tables for
easy access.  These materials can
provide a bit of quiet time during the hectic
schedules of this season.

The children/grandchildren in your life will
delight in hearing or reading the wide selection
of Christmas books available for them.

I’ve planned to set aside time to read some of
the selections available.  Won’t you join me?



A message from the Office of the Bishop
Bishop Craig Sweitzer 

So What Does the ELCA Conference of Bishops Actually Do?  
A pastoral reflection from Bishop Craig following the Fall 2022 Conference of Bishops Meeting 

The ELCA’s Conference of Bishops (CoB) has just completed their fall meeting. The CoB meets
twice a year in person. Additionally, they meet for quarterly online meetings and twice a month
for continuing education, prayer, and conversation. The conference is comprised of the 65
synodical bishops, the Presiding Bishop, and the Secretary of the ELCA. 

Many times, CoB meetings are fairly routine with a well-organized agenda that we diligently
follow. This meeting had those elements, but it also contained other work and events that were
not normal parts of our meetings. In many ways, it reflected the emerging landscape of our
church. It was a sacred and holy time.  

I’m honored to be able to share with you a few highlights from the Fall 2022 ELCA Conference of
Bishops’ meeting – 

We received reports from various committees, Churchwide staff and the Presiding Bishop. This
reflects some of the “routine” parts of a CoB meeting. 

We were joined by seminary presidents for a time of prayerful discussion about the call and
candidacy processes in our church and began to discern the many ways that God may be calling
us to live into these processes differently. The challenge of available rostered ministers for calls
in this church is a concern not only for the Western North Dakota synod, but for nearly every
synod in the ELCA. 

We affirmed a new Relational Agreement among the conference that will shape our relationship
with each other as members of the CoB, with other expressions of our church, and with our full-
communion partners. This agreement will be reviewed by the CoB on an annual basis. 

We spent time debating, discussing, and praying about the Conference of Bishops role within
several memorials passed by the 2022 ELCA Churchwide Assembly that asked for synodical
bishop input and insight.

Specifically, our discussion focused on memorials about a Commission for a Renewed Lutheran
Church, a review of the 2009 social statement Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust, and the
processes related to on-leave from call roster status for rostered ministers of this church. 



We were invited into a time of conversation and story sharing by the CoB’s Congregational
Vitality Committee. Bp. Katherine Finnegan (Northern Great Lakes Synod) and I serve on this
committee and were called upon to facilitate the conversation. 

We continued the CoB’s work around issues of racism within our church by devoting a
significant amount of our time together learning and listening to each other in new and
renewed ways. This work will continue as we seek to one day become an anti-racist and more
inclusive church. 

Finally, we celebrated with the entire church the 25th anniversary of Fund for Leaders. The
ELCA Fund for Leaders scholarship program supports students of tremendous promise
attending ELCA seminaries. By making seminary more affordable, the ELCA Fund for Leaders
enables more future rostered ministers to go to seminary and helps them graduate with less
debt, empowering those whom God calls into ministry to go and serve as the church needs
and the Holy Spirit leads. Cheryl Lantz from St. John Lutheran Church in Dickinson, ND is a
Fund for Leaders scholarship recipient from our synod this year. Cheryl is in candidacy for
word and service ministry (Deacon) and is currently studying at Luther Seminary. We are
church, and each of us has a unique role to play in furthering the mission and ministry of the
church. I invite to consider a financial gift to the Fund for Leaders scholarship program to help
ensure that highly talented individuals will be able to answer the call to leadership for this
church and for our future. Visit www.ELCA.org/fundforleaders for more information. 

As the Apostle Paul said to the ancient church in Philippi, “I thank my God every time I
remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because
of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now.” (Philippians 1:3-5) so I give thanks
for you today! The ministry and mission God is calling us into as a synod and a church is often
complex and challenging. In all times and places, the work we do together is sacred and holy.
May all that we say and do together continue to proclaim the good news of the gospel of Jesus
Christ! 

With gratitude for the ELCA Conference of Bishops and each one of you, 

Bishop Craig

Gospel Seed Continued

Poinsettias for Sale!
The Altar Guild will be selling Poinsettias to

decorate the church this holiday season. They
will be sold for $15 each on November 27 and

December 4.



Christmas Program

We will be contacting people in the future to be a mentor for our youth.  It is a great chance to
meet with them a few times.  We are also looking for some creative ideas and committee
members! Contact Kenny or Amy Groce with ideas or more details.

Acolyting Schedule for Sunday in December
8:30 AM- Anna Groce
11:00AM- Zach Unruh

Acolyting Schedule for Wednesday in December
Renee Biederstedt
Easton/Hadlee Kobilansky

Worship Assistant
Lainey Murray

Church School News

1st Quarter Church School offering is going towards Samaritans Purse.  They are an international
relief organization.  So far we have raised $294.25.
We have teachers in place for both Sunday and Wednesday so that is good news. 

Confirmation and Youth News

Wednesday, December 14
7pm &

Sunday, December 18 
11am

Wednesday Practice:
6:00 pm

November 30, 
December 7

December 14
Wednesday Program:

December 14 at 7:00 pm

Sunday Practice:
9:45 am

December 4,
December 11,
December 18

Sunday Program: 
December 18 at 11:00 am

Please Don't
Miss

Practice!
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Christmas
Supper

Thursday, December 1st at 6:00 pm
$10 a ticket, 10 and under FREE

Join us for a Christmas Supper featuring scrumptious
ham, potatoes, beans, buns, fruit salad and of course,

THE BEST BARS EVER !!!

Entertainment will also be provided, so make sure to
bring your singing voices!

Tickets will be on sale starting November 20 at Sunday
and Wednesday services, and by calling the church

office

Proceeds will go to the Dream Center.

Men of Faith Present


