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www.faithbismarck.com 

 

 

FAITH LUTHERAN 

CHURCH CLERGY 
 

Pastor Derek Harkins 
(Fridays off) 

Pastor Sylvia Bull 
(Fridays off) 

 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

SUNDAY: 8:30 & 11 am 
Livestream at 8:30 

WEDNESDAY 7:00 pm 
 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Thursday 

8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Friday: 8:00 am - Noon 
 

Pastoral Care 

Emergency Number 

701-595-0223  

 
Answering machine is 
available evenings and 

weekends when the 
office is not staffed. 

Office is generally open 
during the lunch hour. 



A thank you note from Robert (Taco) Marquez 

for the fundraiser held in his honor. 
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FLC Executive Team 
 

Jennifer Prince, Chair 

Amy Groce, Vice-Chair 

Jim Sheldon, Vice-Chair 

Steve Sundvor, Secretary 

Matthew Nygard, Treasurer 

Pastoral Ministries 
 
 

Funerals 
 

Raymond Adolf 

The deadline to submit  

information to the News and Views 

newsletter is the 10th of each month  
prior to the next newsletter.  

The Church bulletin deadline each  

week is at noon on Tuesday for  

the coming Sunday bulletin.  
Articles, schedules, etc., can be  

sent by email to:  
donna.bisfaith@gmail.com.  

For additional information,  
call the church office at 701-223-2236. 

The Camp of the Cross Annual 

Meeting is coming up on Sunday, 

February 27 at 2pm, either at  

St. Paul Lutheran in Garrison  

or online through zoom.  

Faith Lutheran is asked to bring 

three voting members to partici-

pate in this meeting to discern 

God's leading of this ministry for 

the coming year. If you are  

interested in serving as one of  

our voting members, please  

contact Pastor Sylvia, who serves 

as Vice President of the camp's 

Board of Directors. 
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 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all you lands! Serve the Lord with gladness; come into 
God’s presence with a song. Psalm 100:1-2 I was glad when they said unto me, “Let us go 
to the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 Jesus said, “and whenever you pray, do not be like 
the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, 
so that they may be seen by others… but whenever you pray, go into you room and shut 
the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will 
reward you.” Matthew 6:5-6 With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself  
before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?…  
He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do 
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? Micah 6:6,8  
 What does it mean to worship God? The word itself comes from Old English “weorthscipe”, meaning  
worthiness, or acknowledgement of worth. Worship, then, at its most basic level is an acknowledgement on our 
part of God’s worthiness.  
 How do we do this? The Bible has a lot of things to say about this, including some that seem to conflict with 
each other (see above). Worship alone; worship with others in community. Pray with and for each other; pray 
secretly just to God. Offer sacrifices, don’t offer sacrifices. Over the past 2,000+ years, the Christian Church has 
developed many ways of worshipping - as communities and individuals. Many different traditions and practices 
have emerged - different ways of worshipping for different people, situations, and contexts. Unfortunately, 
Christians have often looked upon one another with judgement and condemnation, or at least confusion and 
suspicion, when their ways of worshipping God - of acknowledging God’s worth - have looked different. We  
humans tend to be very quick to label certain ways of worshipping God “right” and others “wrong.”  
 Those of us who are Christians today are living in a time of immense change. The ways and means of  
worshipping God today are different, and rapidly evolving. This is hard. I have heard a lot of grief around this 
reality from folks within our congregation and in other churches and traditions. Our experiences with worship 
over the past couple of years - especially during this pandemic - have been as diverse as we are. Some folks  
rejoiced in being able to worship from home through joining online, getting joy and connection out of that  
experience as they were not able or preferred not to be in person because of a variety of issues (like illness,  
being immunocompromised, not being able to drive, being able to worship at a time that works for their  
schedule, needing to care for a loved one who is homebound). Others felt disconnected and separated, either 
because they didn’t have easy access to online worship or because it was too different or felt strange. Some 
have struggled with the differences in worship in-person, too: wearing masks, receiving communion differently, 
refraining from singing at times.  
 At-in-person worship, I hear joy at being together, but I also hear people express how they miss others  
who aren’t there, and some lament over the people that appear to not be here. The truth is that some people 
aren’t here: some are still needing to isolate and don’t have access to online worship, some have chosen to 
acknowledge God’s worth in another community of faith. But other folks are joined with us as we worship, but 
are not visible because they are joining us online.  
 As staff, we are able to “see” those worshipping with us online, and hear the stories of how important this 
way of worshipping is. But many of you don’t - it’s invisible. So, I’d like to give you a brief window into this. In 
December, people acknowledged God’s worth in-person at Faith Lutheran approximately 1,100 times over 18 
different worship opportunities. What a gift! During that same period, people from more than 10 different 
states did the same thing online approximately 650 times over 11 different worship opportunities. Over 2,700 
different people came across posts from our Facebook page in some form or another during that time as well. 
Grace upon grace!  
 During this time of change and disruption - including to our practices of worship, I believe God is asking us 
to be patient with ourselves and each other, to be curious, to seek new ways of connecting in community. God 
is asking us to live out the grace that has first been given to us. We would do well to recognize that the same 
things don’t work for everyone at all times. That’s actually biblical! 

Pastor Sylvia’s Parables 

Continued on page 6 
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UPCOMING EVENT S   

Synod Assembly 2022 

Sat. June 4 – Sun. June 5, 2022  

Grand Hotel, Minot 

Pre-Assembly Workshops will be held Fri. June 3 

 We are entering a new year, and many of us have 
adopted resolutions or goals for the next year. Let  
me suggest a few governance-related resolutions/
goals for the congregation councils of all synod  
congregations during 2022:  
  

1. Is the congregation’s membership list current? 
The Model Constitution for Congregations states 
that the “Congregation Council shall provide for 
an annual review of the membership roster”  
(C12.07.) and that only voting members may vote 
at congregation meetings (*C8.02.c. and C10.06). 

2. Has the congregation recently updated its  
constitution to conform with the Model Constitu-
tion for Congregations. If not, the congregation 
council or a council-appointed committee should 
plan to review the existing document, review  
likely amendments to the Model Constitution  
for Congregations by the Churchwide Assembly 
this August, and draft amendments for submission 
to the congregation’s annual meeting in late 2022 
or early 2023.   

3. Has the congregation recently reviewed its bylaws  
(if any) to ensure they do not conflict with the  
congregation’s constitution or the  
ELCA’s social statements?  

4. Has the congregation incorporated its bylaws  
(if any) into the constitution document as urged 
by the ELCA in the introduction to the Model  
Constitution for Congregations? 

5. Does the congregation have an endowment fund 
and, if so, was it established prior to 2011? The 
resolution or bylaw establishing the endowment 
fund should be reviewed to determine if it has 
been updated to address state laws passed in 
2011 related to qualified endowments 
(N.D.C.C. § 57-38-01.21) and to restricted  
accounts (N.D.C.C. § 10-33-21(7)). When the  

congregation was incorporated, it filed articles  
of incorporation with the North Dakota Secretary 
of State. Many congregations were established 
more than a century ago, so the articles of  
incorporation may contain articles that conflict 
with state law or the congregation’s constitution. 
The articles of incorporation should be located, 
reviewed, and (if necessary) updated.  

6. Has the congregation council adopted key  
policies such as related to personnel, ethics,  
conflicts of interest, volunteer management,  
appropriate workplace environment, reporting 
inappropriate behavior, and supervision  
of minors?  

 The Synod can assist congregations with any of 
the important leadership work outlined above. Feel 
free to contact the synod office at 701.223.5312 
or info@wndsynod.org for more information. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE OFFICE OF THE BISHOP                             February 2022 

This Month’s Writer: Murray Sagsveen, Synod Attorney 

Lunch & Learn Zoominar - February 10 at Noon 

Council Training for President, Vice President,  

Secretary & Treasurer 
 

Leadership Book Read - “How to Lead When You 

Don’t Know Where You’re Going” Wednesdays at 

11am, Jan. 19 - Feb 23 on Zoom  
 

Forming Faith Series - “Growing Young” Mondays at 

7:30pm, February 28 - April 4 on Zoom 
 

Synod Council Meeting - Minot, February 25-26, 2022  

Upcoming Events 

More info at www.wndsynod.;org/events 

https://www.elca.org/Resources/Office-of-the-Secretary
https://elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements
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 Faith Lutheran Church was organized by eight 
families at an organizational meeting on April 22, 
1946.  They chose the name “American Lutheran 
Church.”  The first site was a private residence at 
602 N 8th St., just south of Bismarck High School.  
This site served as Sanctuary, Parsonage and  
Education unit. 
 Membership grew, more space was  
needed, and this Evangelical Church was moved 

from a site west and south of Tuttle, ND to our 
present site at 1402 E. Ave. C.  It was dedicated 
on November 30, 1947. This picture of the  
church no doubt from the 1920’s and perhaps  
a Confirmation Sunday was provided by Carl 
Wagner.  Carl now lives in Bismarck and is a  
frequent visitor at Faith Lutheran.  He recalls 
attending this Evangelical church as a child with 
his parents. 

Pastor Sylvia’s message continued. 

Each of us is seeking to connect with God and with others and to acknowledge God’s worthiness in the 
best ways we can at the time.  
 Worship is first and foremost about who God is and what God has done and is doing in the world. 
Thanks be to God that there are so many wonderful and diverse ways to acknowledge that! 
In Christ,  
Pastor Sylvia  
 

Come, let us worship and bow down. Let us kneel before the Lord our maker, for the Lord is our God. We 
are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand. Psalm 95:6-7  

Faith Lutheran Church’s Humble Beginnings 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

December General Fund: 
Revenues:  $68,281 
Expenditures:  $57,837 
 

To Date: 
Revenue: $541,206 + $70,600 PPP Funds  
Expenditures: $566,750  

 Have you ever pondered the significance for  
the number 125? Many of you may know that it is a 
popular cc or engine size for motorcycles.  In math,  
it is the cube or 3rd power of the number 5. As an 
angel number, it represents perseverance, hope,  
taking of risks and determination. But in this  
instance, it represents the amount of baptismal faith 
chests that the Adolf team of Del and Ray have made 
since they took on this project, about 15 years ago. 
That’s 25 sheets or about 1500 pounds of plywood 
and additional lumber/materials that are utilized to  
create these chests. 
 The idea came from a seminar/church gathering 
that Del had attended in Omaha. After obtaining the 
plans, the Adolf team began to make a few tweaks 
to add to the uniqueness of what we have today. 
This gift has even been passed onto the next genera-
tion, as Del and Marlene’s son in Aberdeen, SD has 
been making and providing chests through the 
church he is affiliated with.  
 The chests are given as a remembrance of this 
special day of baptism, to help show the many  
blessings that God has and will provide throughout 
the lives of the parents and baptized. It also  
represents the promises that Faith Lutheran Church 
has made to the child to help grow in faith, love, and 
service to God. Included with the chests are a  
baptismal notebook, a certificate, a candle and cloth 
that are used during the actual service and a blanket 
as provided by the Women of the Church. 

 The Men of Faith decided to take on this  
endeavor after Del indicated that he felt that he  
had personally acquired enough saw dust…slivers 
and varnish fumes during this time period to last for 
a good while. It wasn’t until we delved into all the 
intricate work, that we found that even though it is a 
rewarding project, it can get quite involved….some 
of which might be due to the fact that with more 
people participating, you get more opinions, but 
hey…the more the merrier. 
 I would like to take this time to thank all those 
participants, some of whom which are not even 
members of Faith for their time and donations of 
equipment and supplies, one of them being  
Jim Eslinger for his generous donation of tools, but 
today, I really want to take this time to thank Ray, 
Del and also Marlene who not only helped with 
some of the final processes, but also faithfully filled 
her role as Quality Control Manager of this project. 
 I would have to say that the angel representation 
does have some relevance, as perseverance, hope, 
taking of risks and determination all exemplify the 
workings of this project. 

The Adolf Team 
by Jim Isaak 
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 If you are looking for reading 

material that “touches the heart”, 

you’ll find a great selection on  

display in our church library. 
 

HUMOR FOR THE HEART contains short stories, 

quips and quotes to lift your spirits while  

A FORGIVING HEART contains prayers for blessing 

and reconciliation. 
 

In his book entitled MY BOY, BEN, David Wheaton, 

international tennis star, tells the true story of his 

journey with his dog, Ben, and their inseparable 

bond.  His story shares an uplifting message that 

the “God of all grace” offers strength and hope in 

our most trying times. 

Your children or grandchildren will enjoy hearing 

THE KISSING HAND by Audrey Penn.  In this story a 

mother uses a unique idea to help her child face  

his fears in confronting a new experience.  You 

might want to have heart shaped cutouts or  

stickers available to give your audience members. 
 

Hope to see you in the library where you will find 

these and many other books on display during this 

month of hearts and love.  

Library Link  
by LeAnn Severson 



Church School News 
 

Church School Offerings  
Thanks for your offerings of $216.17 so far  
this giving quarter. This quarter we are  
collecting for Casa Jackson. This is a hospital 
that helps impoverished/malnourished children 
in Guatemala. 

 

Pizza on Wednesday 

We are now able to eat in the church. I will be 

taking orders up to 1:00pm on Wednesday.  

Text or call the church to place your order.   

 

Confirmation News 
 

Acolyting  
A valuable part of the confirmation  

program is acolyting. I am having scheduling 

difficulties for Sunday as more of my youth 

have moved to Wednesday. If you are currently 

on Wednesday but wouldn't mind attending 

with your acolyte on a Sunday please let me 

know.  Thanks. 

 

Mentor Program 

Thanks to our mentors.  We are now officially off 

and running with our mentor program.  Remember

- it is the confirmands responsibility to contact  

the mentors! 
 

Youth News 
 

Volunteer Opportunity   
FLC is looking for volunteer youth or adults  

to volunteer to be trained to work with the  

new camera system. If you have a passion for 

technology come be a part of our television  

ministry.  
 

Ski Trip 

The Ski Trip will be February 19-22. We will 

leave at 8:00 AM on the 19th.  We will return 

about 5:00 PM on the 22.   
 

Activity 

If any youth have any ideas of what they what 

like to do for a gathering activity, please let  

Kenny know.  We are trying to brainstorm  

activities to get our youth involved again.  
 

Youth Committee 
I am looking for volunteers for the youth  
committee. We typically all only meet a few 
times a year. If you are interested please  
contact Kenny at 701-223-2236. 
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Kenny Opsal, Director of Education & Youth 
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Faith Lutheran Church  

1402 E Avenue C   

Bismarck, ND  58501-4398 

www.faithbismarck.com 

(701)223-2236 
   

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

February 2022 
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