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MISSION STATEMENT

1402 East Avenue C, Bismarck, ND 58501
Phone: 701-223-2236 Fax: 701-223-0485
After Hours Emergency Line: 701-595-0223
www.faithbismarck.com

“We are building a welcoming, nurturing
faith community that is guided
by Jesus and shares the Gospel.”

FAITH LUTHERAN
CHURCH CLERGY
Pastor Derek Harkins
(Fridays off)
Pastor Sylvia Bull
(Fridays off)

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
SUNDAY: 9:30
Livestream at 9:30
WEDNESDAY 7:00 pm
OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday
8:00 am - 12 pm
1:00 pm - 5pm
Friday: 8:00 am - Noon
Pastoral Care
Emergency Number
701-595-0223

Answering machine is
available evenings and
weekends when the
office is not staffed.
Office is not open
during the lunch hour.

FLC Executive Team
Jim Sheldon, Chair
Avis Pedersen Vice-Chair
Lyla Timm, Vice-Chair
Mark Schneider, Secretary
Matthew Nygard, Treasurer

Pastoral Ministries
Funerals:
Hilbert Martin
Helmuth Gries
The deadline to submit information to the
News and Views newsletter is the 10th of each
month prior to the next newsletter.
The Church bulletin deadline each week is at
noon on Tuesday for the coming Sunday
bulletin. Articles, schedules, etc., can be
sent by email to:
donna.bisfaith@gmail.com.
For additional information,
call the church office at 701-223-2236.

FINANCIAL UPDATE
April General Fund:
Revenues: $46,643
Expenditures: $48,523
To Date:
Revenue: $172,67
Expenditures: $196,097

Pastoral Care Amid Crisis
Chaplain Ray Stubbe reflects

Instead of preaching inside pristine chapels,
Ray Stubbe preached outside in foxholes. Instead of
worrying about low attendance on Sunday morning,
the 20-something chaplain conducted impromptu
sermons to no more than seven at a time—mostly
teens—who were hungry and a long way from home.

Still dealing with the impact of his spiritual call,
Stubbe believes it’s important to remember those
who died as well as those still feeling the effects of
that war, many from post-traumatic stress disorder.
At the time, he was simply trying to be an effective
spiritual presence for the other men in uniform.

More than 50 years have passed since Stubbe, now a
retired ELCA pastor living in Milwaukee, served as
a Navy chaplain in 1968 during the Battle of Khe
Sanh, the longest and deadliest combat of the
Vietnam War. But, like many others who survived
that monthslong confrontation, Stubbe often feels
as if it happened yesterday.

“I felt a real sense of calling to go to Vietnam to
basically be a friend,” Stubbe said. “I felt at the time
that one proclaimed faith by living and not by words
so much. It’s what you do that matters. I wasn’t the
cool, professional chaplain in an office where people
came to him to sort out their problems. I just wanted
to be there as a friend.”
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Stubbe was a few years older than most of the men
serving, so some thought of him almost as a big
brother, he said. He talked, preached and got to
know them. He also had to help in times of crisis,
including removing from a bunker the bodies of men
who had died.

“I felt a real
sense of
calling to
go to Vietnam
to basically be
a friend.”

This all took place thousands of
miles from home and far from
where his life had seemed to be
headed.

Born in Wauwatosa, Wis., Stubbe
had planned to attend St. Olaf
College, Northfield, Minn., but
instead joined the U.S. Navy
Reserve in 1955 during his senior
year in high school. He served two years’ active duty.
“At that time, my minister told me I ought to join the
ministry,” he recalled. “I don’t know why.”

After that, Stubbe did attend St. Olaf, where he
earned a degree in philosophy, before moving to
Luther Seminary, St. Paul, Minn. (then called Northwestern Lutheran Theological Seminary and located
in Minneapolis). While there, he joined the Naval
Reserve Chaplain Company and then attended the
Naval Chaplaincy School.
Still, his career appeared headed in another direction.
He was ordained in 1965, started All Saints Lutheran
Church in suburban Milwaukee and then entered
a doctoral program on ethics in society at the
University of Chicago. Instead of staying, though, he
volunteered for active duty, received a quick training
for chaplains and was sent to Vietnam.
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A ministry of presence
Though Stubbe had lost touch with many of those
who served with him at Khe Sanh, he believed it
important for veterans of the battle to have a way to
communicate with one another, so in 1983 he
formed the Khe Sanh Veterans Association.
“That group has continued to exist and even to
grow,” he said. “But a lot of those people
[at Khe Sanh] are dying or have died. … I founded [the
association] and kept it going for the first five years.
But I was aware that if an organization is going to
exist for long, it needs a change of the leadership.”
Stubbe wrote books and essays about Vietnam and
collected photos and artifacts, most of which he has
donated to the Wisconsin Veterans Museum in Madison. He retired from the Navy in 1985 and began a
ministry of visiting homebound people in Milwaukee.

At the time, Stubbe believed that “one proclaimed
faith by living and not by words so much. It’s what
you do that matters.”

While Stubbe prefers not to talk about himself,
several people who know him believe his service to
the armed forces shouldn’t be forgotten.
“He’s such a modest man,” said Brian Stamm, a
captain in the Naval Reserve chaplaincy. “I said, ‘Ray,
I think people in Christ would be strengthened by
your story. And he said, ‘I’d be willing to do it if it
helps others.’”

Part of that story is how Stubbe found a way to
share his faith while in Vietnam. “When I was walking
around from bunker to bunker, trench to trench,
there were times explosions were happening all
around me,” he said, “but I just knew that God was
with me.

“As I was going around the base, I felt like I wasn’t
representing God to people—but maybe I was
representing God, making it clear that God cares
about their welfare and is with them. That was
more important to me than anything else I could say
or do.”

This article originally appeared in Living Lutheran’s May 2022 issue. Reprinted with permission. © ELCA.
Pastor's Parables took a brief hiatus this month as Pastor Sylvia and Pastor Derek were both
away on continuing education. We hoped you enjoyed this article from Living Lutheran,
and we will be back next issue with an article from Pastor Sylvia.

Kalyssa Erickson
AbbyGail Felchle
Jesse Kubischta
Riley Schreiner
Emily Weatherly
Gage Wittenberg
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A Time of
New Beginnings
•

Do you feel the need to become stronger in
your faith?

•

Do you feel the need for less isolation in
your faith?

•

Do you feel the need for spiritual renewal
and growth?

•

Is something missing in your life?

We invite you to return to the Sanctuary for church services. Being back together will renew
fellowship and strengthen our community.
“And let us consider together how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up
meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another.”
Hebrews 10:24-25
Will you hear the call to help build a welcoming, nurturing faith community? Come and regain the sense
of belonging to the family that is Faith Lutheran.

Library Link
by LeAnn Severson

It’s been brought to my attention that not everyone knows how to check
out books from our church library.
Here are the steps to follow:
1. Remove the library book card from the inside back cover.
2. Sign with the check-out date and your first and last name.
3. Place card in the designated tray on the library desk.
4. Return books to the designated basket on the desk.
If you need a refresher, this procedure is printed, framed and setting on
the shelf behind the desk.
Plan to visit the library to fill your summer reading needs and to encourage
your children and grandchildren to keep reading during the summer months
as well.
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Faith Lutheran Quilters

Left to Right: Maxine, Connie and Sue

Left to Right: Mary, Barb, Sharon M., Sharon C., Connie, Sue,
Marlene, Marylu and Maxine
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