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MISSION STATEMENT
"We are building a welcoming, nurturing
faith community guided by Jesus to share

the Gospel."



The deadline to submit information to the
News and Views newsletter is the 10th of
each month prior to the next newsletter.
The church bulletin deadline is at noon on
Tuesday for the coming Sunday bulletin. 
Articles, schedules, etc., can be sent to:
communications.bisfaith@gmail.com
For additional information, call the church
office at 701-223-2236

FLC Executive Team
Amy Steiner, Chair
Gail Skaley, Vice-Chair
Ryan Sprynczynatyk, Vice-
Chair
Pat Groce, Secretary
Billie Ann Caya, Treasurer

FINANCIAL UPDATE
April General Fund:
Revenues: $61,877.21
Expenditures: $51,104.76

2026 Year-to Date:
Revenues: $207,934.21
Expenditures: $223,739.54

Pastoral Ministries
Funerals:
Charles “Chuck” Nodland

Baptisms:
Ada Brooke Hartson
Sylvie Soleil Voeller

Church Memorials
For General Fund, in memory of Wayne Lindteigen and
Charles “Chuck” Nodland.
For Endowment Fund, in memory of Charles “Chuck”
Nodland.

Details can be found in the Memorial Book in the
Gathering Place.



Friends in 

How Did You Come to Our Door?
    Why did you come to listen to this man? I heard that the stories he tells can be
understood by people like me. I heard that Jesus has compassion for all.
    When I have the chance to visit with young collegiate women and men, one of the
questions I ask is “Why did you choose this college?” Their answers vary but the common
message is “I felt that I would be welcomed here, and I have been.” Feeling welcomed is
most important for one’s well-being.
    What brought you to Faith Lutheran? For Judy and I it was a death. In October 1973
Richholt grade school Assistant Principal Elmo (Kip) Jorgenson died in an automobile
crash on ND 1806 near Fort Rice. Elmo was my sister Darlene Jorgenson’s brother-in-law.
A memorial service for Elmo was held at Faith Lutheran on October 22, 1973. That was
the first time Judy and I walked through the doors of this church.
    About this same time, Judy was working on the Medical Floor at St. Alexius Hospital.
There she met Eunice Williamson who was her mentor for a few months. When Judy
mentioned she was looking for a church to attend, Eunice recommended Faith Lutheran.
    After attending Faith a few times, a visitor came to our 8  Street apartment. Her name
was Stella Halvorson and was a member of Faith’s Evangelism Committee. Over the next
two years we would occasionally attend services here. When our Eric was born in
December 1975 we decided to make Faith Lutheran our family church. And we were
welcomed here.

th

    What brought you to Faith Lutheran? Were you invited by a stranger? Did you know
someone who was a member here? Were you shopping for a church? Did you come
because you knew the Pastor? Were you driving on Avenue C and noticed the building
and thought that’s a simple but elegant church and then came to worship here. Or did
you come to learn more about Jesus?
    Every story of how we came to Faith Lutheran is important. Each is unique and adds to
the greater good of the congregation. As individuals and as a group together we do live
our lives as our Mission Statement professes “We are building a welcoming, nurturing
faith community guided by Jesus to share the Gospel.”

Goodbye for now, and remember to always take time to talk to the cows.

Bennett R. Kubischta
May 7, 2026, 10:12 am



Library Link
by LeAnn Severson

     UNWILLABLE, a brave and powerful book, was recently gifted to our church library.
Jackie Stebbins, a brilliant, driven young lawyer, wife, and mother living in Bismarck North
Dakota shares the devastating story of her illness with a rare autoimmune brain disease
diagnosed in 2018, and her amazing recovery. 
    One reader states, “The twists and turns of her journey to a diagnosis, recovery, and
new life takes readers on an emotional rollercoaster ride. You will feel her terror and
devastation and be moved by her will and hope. Her persistence burdened her but also
equipped her to survive and make a remarkable recovery.” This book is now available for
checkout.

Join Camp of the Cross on Friday, June 19, and
Saturday, June 20 for their Prairie Lake Festival! 

On Friday, join the kick-off event with food
trucks starting at 6pm and Live Music from
7pm-9pm, then come in Saturday starting at
9:30am for food trucks, a vendor show, and to
bid on silent auction items. Quilt auction
begins at 11am!

Save the Date for Missouri Slope’s
Hillview Cup! Register on their
website today for a golf scramble,
which also includes a social, raffle
prizes, awards and a dinner.



Need to reach one of our staff?  
Emails can be found below!

Faith Lutheran's General Email
faith.bisfaith@gmail.com

Derek Harkins
Senior Pastor (on Sabbatical)

derek.bisfaith@gmail.com

Sylvia Bull
Associate Pastor 

sylvia.bisfaith@gmail.com 

Cheryl Johnson
Office Manager and Financials

cheryl.bisfaith@gmail.com

Caitlin McCleary
Communications/Administrative Assistant

communications.bisfaith@gmail.com

Kenny Opsal
Director of Education and Youth

kenny.bisfaith@midconetwork.com

Dmytro Somkin
Music Coordinator 

dmytro.bisfaith@gmail.com

STAFF
EMAILS

All Women of the Church are invited to join
us as we travel to Des Moines, Iowa for the

National WELCA Gathering! This year’s
theme is “I Am Worthy,” and focuses on the

power and healing of this belief for
individuals, the church, society, and the

world. During the event there will be
opportunities to explore Des Moines,

worship together, attend workshops, and
other fun activities! 

There are scholarships available through
both Faith Lutheran and the WND Synod

Women, and the Eastern ND Synod Women
are also providing transportation by bus if

you are interested.
You can go to womenoftheelca.org/new-
triennial-event-page to learn more and

register. You can also contact Connie Isaak
for more information.



this sabbatical.
    Sabbatical comes from the Hebrew word Šabat which translates to Sabbath in English.
Many of you are familiar with the word Sabbath as it refers to the day of rest. It was a day
set aside as holy where one would break from their regular labor and focus on their
relationship with God, their relationships with others, and their personal wellbeing. It was
first instituted by God at the time of creation when God rested on the seventh day and
later was made into Jewish Law when God gave Moses the 10 Commandments. Adele
Calhoun writes in her book Spiritual Disciplines Handbook, “Sabbath reminded people that
they were finite. They could not constantly be on the go. There were limits to their
energy. And to honor these limitations was to honor the infinite God, who worked and
rested.” (p.43) God modeled work and rest for us. Even God took rest and dwelled in the
goodness of being present in what was. If God took rest, why in the world would we as
human beings not need rest?! Jesus, God’s Son himself, often throughout scripture was
getting away from the hustle and bustle of his “regular” work to rest and renew his
relationship with God.
    Sabbatical is the same concept as Sabbath but on a longer scale. It comes from the
Biblical practice of Shmita which was an agricultural practice where God commanded
Israel to give it’s land a break every seventh year. The land would rest and the people
would rest. It was a time of cultivation and renewal. It was a time to reset and rejuvenate.
Everything in God’s creation needs rest. Everything. Whether it’s the land, or animals, or
vegetation, everything needs rest. This includes most especially human beings. Daily,
adult human beings require 7-9 hours of sleep for optimal living. God calls us to take
time off from our work every week and it’s been studied how beneficial it is for our
wellbeing to take regular vacation. Our culture and society today looks down on rest and
time off as unproductive and if you take time off everyone asks and want to know, “Well,
what are you going to do?” We place so much of our self-worth on what we do and how 

Pastor Derek’s Parables
Grace and peace to you, sisters and brothers in Christ!
    Most of you know that by the time you are reading this
newsletter I will already be on my sabbatical. My sabbatical
started on June 1st and will go through August 31st. I am so
thankful to the congregation, Faith Lutheran’s leadership, our
amazing staff, and Pastor Sylvia for encouraging and supporting 



productive we are that it is actually detrimental to our being and life that God calls us
into.
    I understand that not everyone, in fact very few, are gifted with the opportunity for a
longer sabbatical. I mourn that fact and it makes me even more appreciative and
thankful for what I am receiving. However, I do highly encourage all of you to set time
aside to rest, to renew, and reconnect with God, others, and yourself. Be sure you are
taking your days off. Use your vacation time. Don’t spend all of your time off doing house
work and chores or other activities that leave you feeling drained. What would it feel like
to say, “Today I am doing nothing.” I encourage you to practice some form of Sabbath
this summer and when I return in September we can continue to encourage and hold
one another accountable in our practice of Sabbath. It isn’t just a luxury. It is a necessity.

In Christ,
Pastor Derek

Pastor Derek’s Parables Continued

Join us on Saturday, July 18 for a Medical Benefit for member Heather Zins.
Heather requires a cornea transplant, due to a rare genetic eye condition, in her one
remaining functional eye. Due to travel to Cincinnati for the best possible chance of

success, working with an out-of-network provider, and needing to temporarily close her
childcare business during her recovery, Heather, Jeff and their three children are facing

financial insecurity. 
The benefit will be hosted here at Faith Lutheran Church, and will consist of a
Taco Bar from 4pm-7pm (free will donation) and a Silent Auction. If you have
some items you would like to donate to the Silent Auction, you can contact Brandy

Schmaltz at bzins1@gmail.com
You can also donate at First Community Credit Unions in ND or MN, through the

Jeff Zins Benefit account.

Heather Zins Medical Benefit



Approximately fifteen women volunteered to help assemble kits for Lutheran World
Relief and with their help 28 personal care kits and 38 baby kits were assembled and
ready to deliver in May. All of this was done in less than two hours! How awesome!
Thanks to all the wonderful volunteers.

With rummage sale season approaching and back to school sales soon to follow, here
are the items that are most needed for our kits:

Baby Kits: boys and girls shirts/t shirts, hooded sweatshirts with or without zippers and
sleepers without feet (good luck finding these!) all size 6 to 24 months and bars of soap,
preferably Ivory or Dove
Personal Kits: also need bars of soap and bath towels no larger than 27 x 52 and nail
clippers
School Kits: to complete 100 kits we would need 400 notebooks and currently have
only a handful. We are also in need of crayons (24 count), rulers and scissors. I believe
we have enough pencils, pens, erasers and pencil sharpeners. Please DO NOT provide
glue sticks. The glue is not part of the school kits sent to Lutheran World Relief.
Pillowcase Dresses: ribbon and ric rac for trim
Quilts: blankets, sheets, mattress pads and cotton material

If anyone would like to join our group or come and see what we do, we meet every
Tuesday morning from 9 to 11 and we always have time for coffee!

LWR Kits



2026 Confirmands

Top Left- Pastor Derek Harkins, Cambree Brady, Caitlyn Brady, Braxton Sprenger, Pastor
Sylvia Bull
Bottom Left- Brennan Nelson, Tavyn Carson, Eden Reinhart, Betty Forward

    Congratulations to our Faith Lutheran Confirmands this year! 
We are excited to see where your faith journey takes you, and look

forward to supporting you as you keep growing and exploring!

2026 WND Synod Bishop
Election

Current WND Synod Bishop, Rev. Craig Schweitzer, was recently appointed to a serve on
the Executive Staff of Presiding Bishop Yehiel Curry. By accepting this position,
Schweitzer effectively removes his name for consideration of another term as WND
Synod Bishop. A new Bishop will be elected for the WND Synod at this year’s Synod
Assembly, occuring from May 29  to May 31 . A livestream of the Synod Assembly, and
more information on the process of electing a bishop, can be found on the WND Synod
website (wndsynod.org). Please be in prayer for our Synod and the candidates for Bishop
as the voting members of the Synod prayerfully consider our future leadership.

th st



Sundays
9:30 - Open

June
Acolyte Schedule

Wednesdays
7:00 -  Zoey Sprynczynatyk/ Greysen
Sprynczynatyk (3/10)
Lucy Serr / Maddie Warner (17/24)
Tech Assistant - TJ Lacher

This summer we will be having an FLC
Service Week! Save the Date for July 25-

30, and be on the lookout this month for
sign-ups for various activities and service

projects within our community!

FLC Service
Week



June 2026

Sunday
Tuesday

M
onday

W
ednesday

Thursday
Friday

Saturday

1

7
8

14
15

21
22

28

8:00 N
A

6:00 Knit &
Crochet G

roup

7:00 W
orship

6132027

4
5

11
12

18
19

25

3:00
W

orship &
M

usic
6:00 VBS
7:00 AA

31724

9:30 W
orship

5:30 VBS (w
ith

Pizza Party)

291623
7:00 AA

10:00 Bible Study
7:00 W

orship

10

26

8:00 N
A

9:00 Q
uilting

6:00 H
R Com

m
ittee

Prairie
Lake
Festival
(Cam

p of
the Cross)
8:00 N

A

7:00 AA
9:30 W

orship

Father’s D
ay

9:30 W
orship

9:00 Q
uilting

6:00 Com
pass G

roup
7:00 Exec Com

m
ittee

8:00 N
A

2:00 Knit &
Crochet G

roup

29
30

9:30 W
orship

7:00 AA

10:00 Bible Study
7:00 W

orship

9:00 Q
uilting

10:00 Bible Study
6:00 VBS
7:00 W

orship

9:00 Q
uilting

6:00 VBS
N

ew
sletter

D
eadline

7:00 AA
9:00 Q

uilting
9:00 Esther
Circle

Prairie
Lake
Festival
(Cam

p of
the Cross)



Faith Lutheran Church June 2026 
News and Views

Faith Lutheran Church
1402 E Avenue C
Bismarck, ND 58501-4398
www.faithbismarck.com
(701)223-2236

We are starting preparations for the 2027 ELCA Youth
Gathering next summer! Youth going into 8  grade through
12  grade in September 2026 are invited to travel with us to
Minneapolis from about June 27-July 2, 2027 for a few days
of worship, service and fun with other ELCA youth from across
the country! Approximate cost per person will be $1500, but
we hope to fundraise most of that. If you are interested,
please call the front office at (701) 223-2236 to give your
name, and bring a $250 deposit by September 30, 2026. 

th

th

Please make checks out to Faith Lutheran Church with NYG Deposit in the memo line.
For cash and mailed checks, please remember to indicate the participant’s name. You
can contact Kenny for more information and potential scholarships if cost is prohibitive.
More information can be found at elca.org/gathering


	News and Views
	June 2026 Volume 2026, Issue 5
	MISSION STATEMENT

	FAITH LUTHERAN  CHURCH CLERGY
	SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE SUNDAY:   9:30am WEDNESDAY:  7pm
	LIVESTREAM AT  SUN 9:30am & WED 7:00pm
	OFFICE HOURS Monday - Thursday 8:00 AM - 12 PM 1:00 PM - 5 PM Friday: 8:00 AM - Noon
	Pastoral Care  Emergency Number 701-595-0223



	FLC Executive Team Amy Steiner, Chair Gail Skaley, Vice-Chair Ryan Sprynczynatyk, Vice-Chair Pat Groce, Secretary Billie Ann Caya, Treasurer
	Friends in
	STAFF EMAILS
	Need to reach one of our staff?   Emails can be found below!

	Pastor Derek’s Parables
	productive we are that it is actually detrimental to our being and life that God calls us into.     I understand that not everyone, in fact very few, are gifted with the opportunity for a longer sabbatical. I mourn that fact and it makes me even more appreciative and thankful for what I am receiving. However, I do highly encourage all of you to set time aside to rest, to renew, and reconnect with God, others, and yourself. Be sure you are taking your days off. Use your vacation time. Don’t spend all of your time off doing house work and chores or other activities that leave you feeling drained. What would it feel like to say, “Today I am doing nothing.” I encourage you to practice some form of Sabbath this summer and when I return in September we can continue to encourage and hold one another accountable in our practice of Sabbath. It isn’t just a luxury. It is a necessity.
	In Christ, Pastor Derek

	Heather Zins Medical Benefit
	Join us on Saturday, July 18 for a Medical Benefit for member Heather Zins. Heather requires a cornea transplant, due to a rare genetic eye condition, in her one remaining functional eye. Due to travel to Cincinnati for the best possible chance of success, working with an out-of-network provider, and needing to temporarily close her childcare business during her recovery, Heather, Jeff and their three children are facing financial insecurity.  The benefit will be hosted here at Faith Lutheran Church, and will consist of a Taco Bar from 4pm-7pm (free will donation) and a Silent Auction. If you have some items you would like to donate to the Silent Auction, you can contact Brandy Schmaltz at bzins1@gmail.com You can also donate at First Community Credit Unions in ND or MN, through the Jeff Zins Benefit account.

	LWR Kits
	2026 Confirmands
	Congratulations to our Faith Lutheran Confirmands this year!  We are excited to see where your faith journey takes you, and look forward to supporting you as you keep growing and exploring!

	2026 WND Synod Bishop Election
	Current WND Synod Bishop, Rev. Craig Schweitzer, was recently appointed to a serve on the Executive Staff of Presiding Bishop Yehiel Curry. By accepting this position, Schweitzer effectively removes his name for consideration of another term as WND Synod Bishop. A new Bishop will be elected for the WND Synod at this year’s Synod Assembly, occuring from May 29th to May 31st. A livestream of the Synod Assembly, and more information on the process of electing a bishop, can be found on the WND Synod website (wndsynod.org). Please be in prayer for our Synod and the candidates for Bishop as the voting members of the Synod prayerfully consider our future leadership.
	June Acolyte Schedule
	Sundays 9:30 - Open


	FLC Service Week
	7:00 AA
	7:00 AA
	7:00 AA
	8:00 NA
	Newsletter Deadline

	8:00 NA
	Sunday
	7:00 AA
	8:00 NA

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday
	Prairie Lake Festival (Camp of the Cross)


	June 2026
	Faith Lutheran Church June 2026  News and Views
	We are starting preparations for the 2027 ELCA Youth Gathering next summer! Youth going into 8th grade through 12th grade in September 2026 are invited to travel with us to Minneapolis from about June 27-July 2, 2027 for a few days of worship, service and fun with other ELCA youth from across the country! Approximate cost per person will be $1500, but we hope to fundraise most of that. If you are interested, please call the front office at (701) 223-2236 to give your name, and bring a $250 deposit by September 30, 2026.
	Please make checks out to Faith Lutheran Church with NYG Deposit in the memo line. For cash and mailed checks, please remember to indicate the participant’s name. You can contact Kenny for more information and potential scholarships if cost is prohibitive. More information can be found at elca.org/gathering


